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The Ministry of Incompetence 


500 BSE-riddled cows 


J ' Charles Arthur - - / -* 

Science Editor - ~ •„ .• 

Buried cows .tell no tales. Which is «i 
pit)’, because there ate 500 of them 
buried under this landfill ate, near 
Burnley in Lancashire. Tfotily^teisd 
BSE-infected cows could talk, they 
might explain what has been going oh 
■zJ at die tip for the past seven yeaaHave 
% the>' been polluting the water? Could' 
" infective bovine spongiform en- 

• topenpuT oranimals in the area? : - 

CertainJy, a dead cow could not do 
worse job of explaining it than the hu- 
mans who are supposed to know did ' 
yesterday. In the world of BSE* hying 
to find put any fresh fact is a slow, cir- 
cular process that usually ends in 
frustration. And at the centre you al- 
ways find the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food (Maff). A year of 
the beef erfeis, and its links with 13 hu- 
man deaths, have not changed that. 

In 1990 a local paper, Ihe Burnley 
Express, revealed that BSE-infected 
cattle were being buried at the Row- 
ley site. Councillors were horrified Ac- 
tion was demanded None was taken. 
The cows rotted 

But although the heads of the cat- 
tle had been removed before burial, 
the spinal cords and spleen remained. 


Tlat,mturnme^tl^the|nTons,the. 
infective agent, might teach. info the wa- 
’ tm Supply via tixe nyers, and from there ■ 
into the water supply. BSE-infected 
carcasseshave not beenrbuned since 
1991,wheagpverinnkilicientistssud- 
dealywobe up to the infection risk; ■ 

Bat before Chat, 6;ii7.cattie : were ; 

- M^preacfflc^^OTA^dfrfinndiat 
toiWWi BSE carcasses at the Row> . 
•' ley^.:‘Ttet infotinaribn isn’t held, 
centiilhj,* foe spokeswoman said. ' 

T called JiaMey pBtrict CouncU. 
Did the environmental health officers 
know anything about 'the possible 
leaching from the ate? Tt flciink that-: 
.tip is handled by Lancashire County 
Council,” the man Said _ 

I called Inncashire-Gomny Coun- 
cil, The envirbomemfll hcalth team was 
not sure if there were BSE carcasses 
in the tip. 1 should speak to the coun- 
cil's regional veterinary manager. So, 
did 1 be know if there were BSE car- 
casses at the tip? He pondered briefly. 

“In the early days of the BSE epi- 
demic the procedure wasart so refined** ■ 
he said "But the carcasses were li- 
censed to go to specific destinations. 
So yes, there would be records of move- 
ments^ I think Maff would know that 
Haw you tried their offices rn ToJ- 
worth? ... Ask for the BSE section?* 



Inspectors warned of 
potential timebomb 


ttidden secrets The landfil site near Burnley where BSE-infected cows are buried Photogaph: John \Axk 


Anthony Bevins ’ . 

and Christian Woimar 

A warning that than was a “po- 
tential timebomb" of declining 
standards in Britain's abattoirs 
brought an angry reaction from 
ministers yesterday, with John 
Major and colleagues dosing 
ranks to attack the messenger. 

The front-line warning was de- 
livered In leaked correspondence 
from the Association of Meat In- 
spectors to Angela Browning, Min- 
ister of Stale for Agriculture, and 
the official .Meat Hygiene Service. 

Just weeks before the Prime 
Minister as sored the Commons 
that action had been taken to 
dean np the slaughterhouses, Mrs 
Browning was told by the AMI: 
“Our levels of enforcement in hy- 
giene at present leave much to be 
desiretL- 

“Present legislation is adequate 
to improve hygiene, but the win to 
enforce is sadly lacking. Faecal con- 


tamination. which can lead to 
Ej coli, needs to be for more rigor- 
ous!)' controlled - without delay.” 

John Prescott, labour's deputy 
leader, said: “That’s vety serious, 
in view of the foct that Mr Hogg 
in the House last week was mak- 
ing It absolutely clear that stan- 
dards were good and improving 
and the Meat Hygiene Service 
was on top of the job. 

“This correspondence from the 
inspectors makes it dear not only 
that that is not so, but that min- 
isters knew that weeks ago.” 

When Tony Blair, in Prime Min- 
ister's Questions, called for an in- 
quiry, Mr Blair said the letters 
showed that contrary to what the 
House bad been told, contamina- 
tion was getting worse, not better. 

While that demand was accept- 
ed by Mr Major, in exchanges 
marked by their unusually con- 
structive nature, be pointed out the 
inspectors’ responsibilities for en- 
forcement 


Scenting progress, I called the Maff of- 
fices in Tblwoith and asked for the BSE 
section. ‘Ah,” they said. “Have you spo- 
ken to the press office?” Yes. I had. *T11 
get right back,” said foe spokeswoman. 

That was two hours ago. And I still 
do not know what the cattle buried 10 
foot down in a landfill in Lancashire 
have been doing for seven years. 
Maybe Maff does. But if so, it is as stem 
about it, as silent as a headless cow. 


The Meat Hygiene Service was set up 
in controversial circumstances nearly two 
years ago as an agency under the'aus- 
pices of Maff to replace the meat in- 
spection service of local authorities. At 
foe time, the Institution of Environ- 
mental Health Officers said the change 
was less accountable to consumers. 

Arm Foster of the Scottish Con- 
sumers Council, one' of only two in- 
dependent members of the Meat 


Hygiene Service board, said she had 
raised concerns with the chairman of 
the board about issues such as dirty cat- 
tle last November. She said: ‘'There is- 
n’t any definition of what constitutes 
dirty cattle. If they just have one 
patch of faeces, should they be re- 
jected?" Mrs Foster said ihal the 
MHS had planned to send pho- 
tographs of dirty cattle to all vets but 
she did not know if this had been done. 




Ian Buirefl 


Once upon a time the jangimg 
sound of a burglar alarm would 
have precipitated the plodding ; 
arrival o£a beat bobby. Now it 
is the suScct of a mathemati- 
cally based police investigation 
of Pyfoagbrean proportions. . 

Angered by the enormous 
waste of jrsotirces iaased by 
1 millidafsJse alarm caHsayear, 
the Assoriation of Chief Police 
Officers has turned to the ser- 
vices of a statistician to identi- 
fy inefficient alarm mstaflexs. 

' The fiendishly complicated 
piece of algebra he.has devised 
i .shown above) is said to be vir- 
tually a iftfli Me and conJd rev- 
olutionise British policing. . 

By entering the number of 
false alarms into, the equation, 
police believe foey cad nab, 
rogue installers. Bui die pw> 
p*«aJ has triggered a Klaxon trf 
disapproval fibin foe bmgl^r 
alarm mdnstrsv ; 

Almost all - 

eansed by up?t5, u*o ; caiair": 
rcridy be blacklisted uw^r tfce '- ? 
po lice's u fow sirik^a ^ v 
it” rule. Yeilf an 



an unusually high number of 

*' a - — . 1 . raar thmi onfl 


refuse to work with tne arm, -. 

Nigel Craig, of EurotechSC' 


vuiuyi*’ f . 

Cdjving an. explanation of the 
'formula- “I have not got the fog- 
giest as to what you are talkmg 
about. I can only assume eifoer 

/some people have nothing bet- 
-tef'to do or this is part of aeon- , 
■sohsev to improve the inoome. 


QUICKLY 


Aids doctor struck off 

The doctor at the centre of an 
Aids scare was yesterday struck 
off the medical register follow- 
ing his admisaon tbafhedid not 
have au HIV test for eight 
months after an ex-lover 
warned he was at risk. Page 5 

3FO Albania warning 

AH Brh^nationalsmABjania 
were urged to leave by the For- 
eign Office yesterday, as the re- 
bellion spread to the north of the 
country. Between 80 and 100 


i f • ■ i -* > « i k ' v il • Rl ►lA’/i*' 1 


innorthern AIbama. . Page 22 

Jails full to the brim 

Prisons in England and Whies 
are “foil to the brim and can ac- 
cept no more”, the-Prison Gov- 
ernors' Association told the 
Home Office yesterday. It. also 
emerged that the Prison Service 
accepts that it will almost cer- 
tainly have to use expensive po- 
lice cells in foe next two to three 
weeks. Page8 

Boobies’ bonanza 

Thousands descended on Chel- 
tenham yesterday, for the start 
of the annual National Hunt Fes- 
tival. With unseasonafly warm 
weather, bookies were set for a 
bonanza Plage3 

Sport, pages 26 <fe 28 


Bundesbank admits 
EMU fudge possible 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

Yvette Cooper 

London 

Senior officials of Germany’s 
central bank insisted yesterday 
that European Monetary Union 
should go ahead on time, even 
if ii meant watering down the 
criteria for membership. 

The comments come as spec- 
ulation reaches fever pitch m fi- 
nancial markets and official 
circles that monetary union 
will have lo be postponed. A de- 
lay would delight British oppo- 
nents of foe single currency, hut 
would severely dent the Euro- 
pean Union's credibility. 

In an attempt to quell the 
speculation, three members of 
the council which governs the 
Bundesbank spoke out at sep- 
arate events on Monday night 
They said that Emu must go 
ahead, even at the price of 
fudging the Maastricht criteria. 

Then statements give a new 
twist to the unfolding debate 
within Germany's ruling flite 


over Emu. Unfo recently, the 
Bundesbank has been foe voice 
of fiscal rectitude', urging strict 
adherence to the 'limits set by 
Maastricht. The treaty says that 
states must keep their budget 
deficit below 3 per cent of GDP 
if they are to enter a single cur- 
rency. The alternative, the. 
gnomes of Frankfurt 'argued, 
was chaos and instabilityibr Eu- 
rope’s brand new bank hole. 

Now the same people are go- 


Germany ? s debate, 
page 11 


ing soft on the euro. “The 3 per 
cent deficit criterion should 
not be a knock-out criterion," 
declared .Ernst Welteke, a 
member of the Bundesbank’s/ 
Central Council 
Mr Welteke and two of his 
colleagues said the alternative 
to moving the goalposts would 
be postponement This prospect 
was too horrible to contemplate, 
as it would push up the 
deutschmark, pricing German 
goods out of export markets. 


There are, none the less, in- 
fluential figures in the estab- 
lishment who have come 
around to the view that foe ad- 
vantages of a delay would out- 
weigh the disadvantages. 

Rumours of a delay to foe sin- 
gle currency have been circu- 
lating for several weeks. But 
yesterday’s remarks did little to 
dissipate (be confusion in the 
City. Martin Ely, of Bank of 
Tofcyo-Mitsubishi, said: “We’re 
not gelling any dear message. 
Between the so-called wise 
men, finance ministers and 
politicians weTe gening con- 
fused signals and foe market's 
not sure which way to take it." 

One theory for foe Bundes- 
bank's candour is that it has 
come under considerable pres- 
sure from the big German banks 
: to calm speculation about delays. 

' Speaking in London yesterday, 
Jurgen von Hagen, Director of 
the Bonn-based Centre for Eu- 
ropean Integration, said: “The 
Bunks and financial industry in 
Germany are fiercely in favour 
of Emu going ahead' on time." 
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The new Compaq ProSIgnia 200 server range 
starts at an incredible £995 plus VAT. This is the 
first time that a Compaq server has ever been 
available for less than £1000. Yet, ft is still a server 
range with ail the performance and reliability 
features you would expect from 
Compaq, the No. J in servers, 

Naturally, we wanted to tell you l 
about it. Compaq ProSIgnia 200 
servers have Intel Pentium* 1 
processors. For your brochure pack please phone: 

0990 50 00 35 


Prtec* jrr UK Typical Buying Pnox and osdomv of WTat I7.S*S. 

TH* 1p» 1 fealJ* log .1 aaJ Haitian arc reguteted tndcnurlu of Intel Cotpatuion. 
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Roisin McAliskey bail 
application adjourned 

An application for bail by Roisin McAliskey. who is suspected of 
being involved in IRA terrorist activities, was yesterday adjourned 
until Friday. Ms McAliskey. 25, the daughter of the former Ulster 
MP Bernadette Devlin, is being held in Holloway prison in north 
London as a Category A prisoner and has been warned that she 
muy not be allowed to keep her baby when it is bom in two 
months' time. Her continued detention has enraged human rights 
activists. 

Ms McAliskey is being held pending extradition to Germany 
where she is wanted in connection with the attempted mortar’ 
attack on a British army base in Osnabruck last year. She denies 
any involvement and has not so far been charged. 

Steve Boggan 

Lee Clegg attacked by soldiers 

Lee Clegg, the paratrooper who was released after serving four . 
years for the murder of Belfast teenager Karen ReiUy. was the 
victim of a serious assault by two other soldiers, it emerged i •• 
yesterday. f 

Lance Corporal Clegg, who was convicted in 1993 of murdering 
Lite 18-year-old joyrider, suffered facial injuries and had a tooth 
knocked out in the attack at Catterick, North Yorkshire. His 
solicitor. Simon McKay, said: “He was the victim of a serious 
assault and has suffered facial injuries which required stitches. The 
incident, which happened as he was returning to his billet on - 
Saturday night, is being investigated bv military police." • 

Nicole Veasb 

One dead in 50-car fog pile-up ; . 

One person died and another 13 were seriously injured in a 50-car 
pile-up in dense fog yesterday, just 24 hours after the carnage on 
the M42 left three dead and 62 injured. This accident happened on 
the A 19 near Crathome in North Yorkshire. The first pile-upt 
happened shortly before Sam as about 15 vehicles, including fcwo 
lorries, slammed into the back of each other. ■ 

Moments later a second pile-up occurred on the northbound 

side as motorists slowed to look at the scene. Traffic police pointed 
to a section of drivers that did not heed the dangerous weather 
conditions and ended up travelling too fast and too close to one 
another. 

Boyfriend loses share of lottery win 

A lottery winner gained a 
legal victory yesterday to 
prevent her former 
boyfriend gelling half her 
£l!3m fortune. 

Lisa Lee. 30 (left) was 
sued bv David Jones. 34. 
for a share of the windfall 
she won in April 1995. Two 
months after she collected 
her cheque from Cameloi. 
the lottery organisers, the 
couple split up. 

Mr Jones, who 
successfully applied for 
legal aid to pursue the case, 
claimed they had shared 

household finances during the 12-year relationship.' He was left to 
survive on £64 a week social security money after the relationship 
ended. Cardiff County' Court was told. But in her evidence Miss 
Lee insisted she bought the winning ticket with her own cash and 
never regarded him as her partner. Judge Hvwel Moseley rejected 
Mr Jones's case and said he did not find his claims credible. He is 
to give a full judgment at a later daLe. 

Evans snubs radio award ceremony 

Chris Evans, the ex-Radio I DJ. snubbed a prestigious awards 
ceremony in London yesterday - because he was out drinking with 
Fellow broadcitster Danny Baker and the footballer Paul 
Gascoigne. Evans, 3U. was due to 3cccpl his trophy for Radio 
Personality of the Year at the Grosvenor House Hotel. But he went 
to the Grnuchn club in Soho instead. Evans, and former Radio 5 
Live football host Baker turned up at the hotel with Gascoigne and 
several minders. They were photographed but then disappeared. 

Eurostar train hits lorry on crossing 

An investigation was ordered yesterday after a Eurostar high speed 
train bound for London hit a lorry at a level crossing 30 miles west 
of Brussels in Belgium. The Brussels- Waterloo train was carrying 
11)7 passengers and 10 crew, but none of them nor the driver of the 
empty cattle lorry was injured. 

Bungled jet repairs to cost firm £5m 

Private repair contractors, who caused millions of pounds of 
damage to frontline RAF Tornado fighters, have agreed to pay £5m 
in compensation, it was announced yesterday. 

The total cost of the damage, by civilian contractors Airwork- 
a mounted to t'Zrim and the centre fuselage sections of 16 Tornados 
had to be replaced. 




Gin and Jag: Jennifer EhJe in C4’s genteel murder mystery drama, Maltese, toy Alan BJeasdale 



not a bodice to be seen 


JL (an Bleasdale, writer of GBH and Boys from the 
£\ Blackstuff, has turned from gritty social com- 
# %rmrrtary to the gin and Jag set for Channel 4's 
big spring drama Melissa. 

Jennifer Bile, who played Elizabeth Sennet in the 
SBCl production of Pride and Prefud/ce, stars in the 
title role of Bleasdale's first genteel murder mystery. 
The five-part serial, which starts in April, was updated 
from a 1960s script by the classic “country house" thrfler 
writer Francis Durbridge. • • 

Hs tortuous plot involves a Bosnian war correspon- 
dent played by Tim Dutton, last seen in Rhodes, who 
gets involved with Ehle’s PR woman and then a series 
of baffling crimes. Bleasdale described it as “a moral- 
ity tale disguised as a detective story.’ 

Other highlights of Channel 4's spring and summer 
season include a weekend devoted to the situation com- 
edy and another week-long special of its soap Brook- 
side - this time killing off some children to boost ratings 
just weeks after its new rival Channel 5 launches. 

Guaranteed to attract the attention of the Daffy Mail, 
[which dubbtod Channel ,4*s~ former chief executive' 


Michael Grade “Britain's Fomographer in Chief" is The 
Investigator. It is based on a true story and features Car- 
diac Arrest's Helen Baxendale as a military police-in- 
vestigator who seeks out lesbians and gaysm the Army; 
then starts to realise she is a lesbian herself . - _/ • 

Stuart Cosgrove, Channel 4’s head of arts ami enter- 
tainment confirmed that he has signed Chris Evans, 
Radio Ts errant disc jockey, to two unnamed series for 
the autumn in addition tofiis TH Friday ctisLshaw.Hwt- 
svor Mr Cosgrove regretted that he wasunabfe to per-] 
suada Chris Moms, who's controversial Brass Eye series 
ended fast week, to produce an election spedaffortoe 
channel • • •••*. ’ ' t. 

The Channel is bringing Its innovations in latenight 
"youth" programming to toe daytime . Light LlbkH,^. 
live cookery and chat mag azi ne programme with a com^ 
edy edge starts in March. Channel 4 bas beenrevaniplngl 
its afternoons and its success is startingto wohy ftS 
advertising department Because it is atoacthqj&rge 
audiences in the daytime the channel is bringmgdowttJ 
market Cl and G2 viewers to a station thatmukeslfej 
money from ABC1 viewers. ' ;-t . Paul tMcCahn 
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McCartney 
elevated to the 
holy orders 

Sir Paul McCartney was knighted by 
the Queen at Buckingham Palace 
yesterday, attending the ceremony 
without his vine, Linda, who has been 
undergoing treatment for cancer, and 
has not now appeared in public for 
over a year. 

Sir Paul is only the second pop 
star to receive a knighthood, Cliff 
Richard being the other, though 
George Martin, the Beatles record 
producer, was knighted last year. 

The former Beatle, who says his 
erstwhile sparring partners George 
and Ringo now refer to him as "Your 
Holiness", arrived at the palace In a 
chauffeur-driven limousine accompa- 
nied by three of his children. 

The Queen asked Sir Paul how his 
Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts 
was progressing. “1 told her it was 
still going well," said Sir Paul. “I'm 
still heavily involved in music and I 
have a new album, called Flaming 
Pie, coming out in May." 

The ex-Beatle, who allegedly 
smoked cannabis at the palace after 
receiving his MBE in 1965 with the 
other Beaties, said receiving his 
knighthood was one of the best days 



Sir Paul at the palace yesterday 

of his life. “It’s just a huge honour. 
Coming from a small terraced house 
to this house is quite a journey." 

He is now 54, but some fans, also 
getting older, still follow him across 
the country. Debbie Wakeford, 38, 
from London, arrived at the palace at 
6 am to get a glimpse of him. She 
said: “Paul deserves it for everything 
he’s done. It’s long overdue. But 
George and Ringo deserve It too. 
They bring happiness to a lot of 
people. * David Lister 


Tax woman to 
headCSA. 

The controversial Child Sup- ] 
port Agency has a new chief 
executive. Faith Boardman, 
the former chief executive of 
the Contributions Agency, 
takes up her post In a month. 

Her appointment, made 
yesterday by the Secretary of 
State for Social Security, Pe- 
ter Ufley, comes four months 
after the previous head of the 
agency, Ann Chant, resigned. 

Like her predecessor, Mrs 
Board man is a career civil 
servant She will be paid 
around £80,000, including a 
performance bonus. 

After graduating with a de- 
gree in history from Oxford 
she joined HM Customs and 
Excise. In April 1995, she was 
appointed chief executive of 
the Contributions Agency, 
which cotects National insur- 
ance contributions. 

Ms Chant resigned last No- 
vember. She was credited 
with saving the agency from 
collapse but faced constant 
difficulties after replacing 
Ros Heppiewhlte in 1994 at 
the height of controversy over 
the CSAs performance. 

Matthew Brace 
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Obesity fears as children 
get fatter and taller 

Children in England and Scotland are grortfogialler but also much 
fetter. The trend, confirming evWeace from _ 

emerged from surveys conducted between 1972 and 1994 of 7JI0U 
Prudish and 3.500 Scottish sdwolchfldren aged five. toll. - _ 

• - : ABfegffgrow ove r the rise » obe^.theDeparttnciitofHcalth 

said’work was jua progress . ’ 

fcoesfeblishwfay . 1 v 

.'Tie study by - : •'*’ v f . 

researchers at St 
Thomas’s hospital in 
sooth Loddort fonndihai 
the height of Scottish 
children increased by an 

• avefege.of more than < - 
-2cms while English' Y • : 
children grew by nearly .-f. 

J5cm. But the children ~ 
had «Jso become fetter.-' 

The u s tenfold thickness? 
showed a fet Increase m- 
1 ahdnJdren which. was 
most proDounced_m . 

Scotland. Nine-year-old ... 

Scottish boys jtNFZCjper 

cent fetter, during wime 
1 0-year-old Scottish giiisr - 
became 22 percent 
fetter. 


GPs - . 

Scottish doctors in rush to quit 

A Scotiand-widt Hirvey amo ng family doctors has shown a crisis of 
morale among G& which needs urgent attention, the Scottish 

of unhappiness” with 51 per 
cent of doctors considering leavhig medicine. It also revealed that 
94 percent were dissatisfied with the present two-tier GP system 
and more than one-third said tbey are not satisfied with their jobs. 

The Scottish liberal Democrat survey Haims this 
dissatisfaction comes hi the main from an increase in bureaucracy 
caused by Government reforms. However; some 85 per cent would 
prefer rebuild on the current system rather than reorganise again. 

EDUCATION - ^ 

Care leavers suffer schooling gap 

Almost half of children leaving care have no qualifications in their 
20 s compared with one in six of the general population, according 
to a report by Bamako’s. . ' 

A simflax propoition of care leavers are unemployed and 
struggling to survive on benefits said Professor Mike Stein who 
carried out the study. 

Those who went onst&emes developed in the last decade to 
help care leavers were more Hedy to find good accommodation, 
managed their budgets better and were more likely, to find work 
than those who diduoLThecharity is calling far inbre 
commitment and resources sothat care leayers do not fell through 
the gaps in the support network^ ‘ 7 . 

What Works in Leaving Care? price £6.99 isfkmBamado's Child 
Care Publications, Bamado’s Trading Estate, Paycqcke Road, 

Basildon f Essex, SSI4 3DR. _£\ Glenda Cooper 

HEALTH V r - : ^ ^ V • ; ", 

Low-tar danger for smokers 

' Apy bcalth-consdons smokers who opt for IwMardgarettes do 
not realise that they only remain fanrtarjf they are smoked in a 

Smok^^areo^^ unaware that the bbg^retles^wtiny vents in 
their filters which must not be blodQedhy fingWor tips, according 
to a report in Ibbacco Control, a jottnnl published by the British 
Medical Journal publishing group. ‘ - . V. - . 

Whta the cigarettes are tested by machines, fee filter ventilation 
dilutes the passage, of tar and nicotine bj^as much as 90 per cent. 

But people do not smoke like machines an d m any accidentally 
block the vents. That can doable the yiddinf harmful carcinogens, 
the report’s authors, from Perm State Dnfep&yln fee US, say. 

Tobacco Control, BMJPubGshing, B^PabScdffrdnTdmiori, 
01713836254 . ‘ i . A mabel Fertiinan 

NATURE 


More help for birds of ptey 


- -.V > 


Protected birds of prey which upset ] 
shooters because of their huntingha 


use 

should sot be killed, for 
s: lnste»d,'ii ittJbmteends 
d birds on which some_ 


doing what comes naturally, a report 
measures to increase the numbers of 
predators feed and more 

With peregrines hunting pigeons and red grouse indfreu ; - 
harriers also taking grouse, pigeon fanciers and grbase-shoaters 
want their already low numbers reduced. But tbe report says 
pigeon fenders overlooked that their birds cahdiQ So® bit * v 
weather and exhaustion. It acknowledged that gifodse numbers’irt 
declining but attributes this to ’fthe loss, fira^^nfetion ajiidipdQf 
managament of mudi of the heather nxjoriantT. ’ V- r jjr : 



NEWSPAPERS if 

SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412 % of 
tiie raw matnlal for UK newspapfes 
in tile first half of 1996 ^ : 



Techno Wizardry. Magic Price 


DELL DIMENSION XPS MZOQs 

• INTEL 2Q0MHr PENTIUM PROCESSOR WITH 
MMX TECHNOLOGf 

• 16Mb SDRAM 

• 51 2 Kb CACHE 

• iGb EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• STB P0WERGRAPH 64 3D PCI GRAPHICS CARD WITH 
2 Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• IS’COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 113 75‘ VIEWABLE AREA) 

• TWELVE SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND 

• WINDOWS 95 8. MICROSOFT OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 9S 


£1,299 (£1,555.70 

inti, delivei'y & VAl) 


oeu. 




pentium 4 


Incredible isn't it? With its fantastic spec and for only £LZ 99 ( £1.555.70 inc. del: & VAT j. we're;offerrng a Dell 
Dimension’ XPSM200s with a Pentium* Processor with MMX“ technology. - Because it <bmes with: MMX 
technology, ir can run between 10 % and 20 % faster under todays normal business appfications.lt Includes a 
powerful 12 Speed CD-ROM Drive and a 3 Gb Hard Drive. And; as if rhis wasriY ehoi^K ^'re afsb offering 
upgrades at outstanding prices (see below to upgrade. this S)^rem furiher).jBrit you TnuSr -ffurry 


additional 

before the offer vanishes. Call the world's largest direct PC manufacturer* today 
on 01344 724864 ro see what Dell can coniure up for you. -Soarccipc 



Upgrade Options Special Price for this Dimension XPSMZOOs handle only' 

Add an additional )AMb RAM Only EHB (£117.50 me KHJ 

Add multiniei&o kit of AWE 32 smmd upgrade and ACS20 speakers Only £100 (£11730 fat. \WT) 

Add o 33.6 Intend Modem - 0idy £99 Kljt33tt:VATJ 

(CALL NOW FOR DETAILS OF OFFICE 97 UPGRADES.! * . 


Dell jnd the Sell logp ju* tr^nivreij i* •< 
DrI'*C" <ir CT S l C^Q 1 ? md van dpi ,« 

ihm nrry cl gmflg 1*3 rrw •. P-i-r*. •.hjnfc- 


m^ih. jnfi C-ll C>irn*n.icn is j 
vnt i, vuhirn 10 ;» 

r*qjanil, At r pucti jnd .pe Jtior 


-Bjetween Sdnrand 8prn weol«Jays,10cim Jo 4pjn Sat 
.v htfoi//vww.tWkct>m • 

'■ MU' J rrjdtmork a< Ini. i Corporation Hiirn^ofi Wmtfowi Qllict Prolt,vonjl.95 and iba Windcnm lata arr" retbicred rradcnariu ol Car^lodan . 

T>t. prsouri w, noi jl.Jr. mjtch >hr .{tri'lKanon> in ihn ndvrri. Vmci owQrrd trier to iprcjhcanon drtcnp'ioni onl, Theptlcfi Vrflrct iti r'lnl ertnaupn; avail 



TALK DIRECT TO THE NUMBER -ONE. 


ti O'pn LflHipu'Pr Tiee In'F 1 1" bp? jis? Pin 

Foi: (feijift jejiliM* ■> rrq-j*>i f*n'r* j* o* vw 

. .-.Oi-v .► >-r.' J..4t nth-- -r :tl. K fo.. C-Hr. ■■upohrd ».w VtiWr*-. 4S Ml jnl >r,t>ojrd ivl.Or4 Dril Cvmaum Cotporanon Ltd. H.lbjnkr Hatrtf 1 Mnrrrrr Rand StatiWf HrkOmisik IsD OfitT «V«l«W(Tar 
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stomach 

fora 

day 

at the 
races 

Clara Gamer 

It seeined half of London -and more- 
t^n half of Ireland descended on 


dubbed the races for real people. 

Unlike Ascot, the three-day Na- 
tional Hunt Festival is, supposedly 

* free-for-all affair. While it is pos- 
sible ro pay £345 for a seat in the new 
Panoramic Restaurant and £50 a 
head for access to the.Oub Enclo- 
sure, it costs just £10 to while away 
the day in the Courage Enclosure; 

Bruce Carless, a chartered ac- 
coiurtant listening to the teass band 
in the £20 ThttersaDs enclosure, saidr 
,1 We just want a good day out in the 
sunshine, to have a bet and adririk. 
You don’t have to spend- £50 to do; 
that It’s the atmosphere we want" 

The Irish had jetted into Britain 
in their droves, ready to'consum'e gal- 
lons of Guinness: Some wall be stay- 
ing longer than expected. One such- 
a “canny gambler 4 , according to Iris 
friends, bad seen his horse. Make a 
Stand, win the Champion Hurdle 
race. He had backed it .5-1 with 
£2,500 l .“I was talking to! Martin. 



Racing uncertainty: For one spectator It was a little too much on the opening day of the Cheltenham National Hunt Festival, dubbed the races for real people 


Pipe [the trainer} this morning,'’ he 
said proudly. “I only came for the 
day, hut HI stay for tee whole week 
now.Thaf s about £12,000 - without 
the taxman bothering me.” With a 


between Wales and England.” he 
said. Londoners, armed with binoc- 
ulars and hip flasks, had travelled up 
on special trains. In a haze of smoke, 
men pored over Sporting Lifes and 


bit df hick he wiU have a little left over Racing’ Posts. “Give us a winner 


for Saturday. “We’re going to have 
a big basti on the rugby international 


then,” said one as he showed his tick- 
et to tee inspector. 


Some were being entertained by 
companies for the first time. They did 
not know what to expect. Peter 
HarthiU, a caretaker, was prepared 
for the worst: “I’ve got a tie in my 
pocket, but I ain't put it on.” he said. 
“I hate wearing lies.” 

Tbny Mountenay had no such 


worries. He had paid his tenner and 
expected to be quids in at tee end 
of the day. As manager of a fish- 
monger on Sloane Avenue. Chelsea, 
he was not short of inside informa- 
tion: “A lot of my customers own 
horses.” he said, reaching for another 
cigarette. “Handy contacts I've got 


at times -Peter O’Sullevan. Colonel 
Cook. Henry Cedi. Lester Piggott.” 

For Mr Mountenay. Cheltenham 
is the best day of the yean “When 
they' called it the Festival, they 
meant it. Royal Ascot is very snob- 
bish. People who don't go radng go 
there to be seen. Cheltenham’s 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

unique ... Any horse that is. is there. 
It's a party, that’s what it is. One big 
party. ” Bin for all the talk of it be- 
ing a "working men’s races’’, some- 
one must be" drinking the 2.7tX) 
gallons of champagne arid tucking in 
to the ton of salmon reportedly 
consumed over the three davs. 


Freak weather costs a fortune but saves lives 


... and it’s good for 
the orange frogs, too 


Nicholas Scboon 

EnyironrnerttTlaTBspondei'tf 

The freakishly hta year of 1995 
cost the country hundreds of 
million -pounds bur prolonged 
tens of thousands of lives by: 
reducing deaths in winter, a 
Gbvemmcnt-fiindedsBxfy. has 
concluded. 

There were heavy costs for 
building insurers,- tee water 
industry and fanning from tee 
excess heat, but massive savmgs 
irtfue) bids, Overall, the disad- 
vantages appear to outweigh the 
advantages, said the sdentsts 
who carried out teel study for 
Jc*n Guramer, the Secretary of 
State for the Environment. 

The research: published yes- 
terday, was intended to weigh 
up the impacts of 1995* s strange 
weather and. consider how 
permanent man-made global 
warming may be affecting the 
country. ••• 

Summer that year was the 
warmest and driest on record- 
Central England's average tern?, 
peraiure for July and August 


was 3C above the long- term av- 
erage for those mantes, and 
rainfall a third of the average. 

The 12 months from No- 
vember 199410 October 1995 
were- also the ^warmest on 
-record; L6G above average, 
although rainfall through tha t 
year was near normal That is 
the kindof temperature rise be- 
ing forecast for Britain midway 
through the next century, as a 
: boild-up of “greenhouse gases” 
traps heat in the atmosphere. 

Tbe research was done by 1 4 
experts at nine universities and 
research institutes, led by tee 
University of East Anglia’s Cli- 
mate Research Unit. 

They found teat the Christ- 
mas shopping rush was boost- 
ed by sunny weather and hot. 
weather seemed to pate up in- 
flation. Sex crimes are more fre- 
quent when March, August and 
January are unusually warm. 

Tourism: Hot. weather makes 
Britons more inclined to go on 
holiday m their own country but 
pexveisdy, also makes people 



Leap In numbers: Orange frogs and other albino varieties are increasing as the temperatures rise 


spend less on attractions. In 
1995, tee heat cut this tourist 
expenditure by £2 35m. Visi- 
tors spend more time soaking 
up the sunshine, and lesson fair- 
ground rides and suchlike. 


Health: The baking summer is 
estimated to have caused over 
1,000 extra deaths. But this 
was far outweighed by reduced 
mortality in the mild winter be- 
forehand. The total number of 


deaths in the hot year was 
about 15.000 less than it would 
normally have been. Cases of 
people made ill by food poi- 
soning were also pushed up as 
bacteria multiplied. 


Energy: Britain saved £355m 
during the year due to cheap- 
er energy bills. But household 
electricity consumption rises in 
a hot summer, as many more 
homes have freezers than 20 


years ago. which use more pow- 
er in hot spells. 

Shopping: Sales of clothes and 
shoes fell by £3$3m because of 
the hot summer weather. Fruit 
and vegetable sales rose by 
£25m and beer brewers earned 
an extra £123m. 

Buildings: Clay soils shrunk in 
the drought, bringing a spate of 
subsidence claims, which cost 
the insurance companies at 
least £300m extra. On the oth- 
er hand, there were fewer 
claims from frozen pipes in 
winter, saving up to £125m. 
Farming: British agriculture 
lost about £JS0m due to dry 
weather. The nation’s most im- 
portant crops, wheat, barley 
and oilseed rape, were boosted 
by the warmth but there were 
poor harvests for potatoes. 

Livestock was hardest hit. 
with farmers losing some 
£210m. Intensively reared ani- 
mals suffered in the heal. 
Forestry: If every year was as 
warm as 1995. Britain’s main 
commercial forests - eonifers 
planted on the uplands -would 
be ready for harvesting after 43 
years instead of 46. 

Waten There were bans on 
sprinklers, hosepipes and car 
washing across much of Britain 
through the summer, and in 
Yorkshire Water’s area the se- 


vere drought carried on into the 
winter. Water companies had to 
spend an extra £96m on sup- 
plying water, with half of that 
bom by Yorkshire Water alone. 

The" number of orange frogs, 
and other albino varieties, ap- 
pears to be rising and this may 
be linked to a wanning cli- 
mate. S3ys the Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust in' a report issued today. 

The frogs, whieh range in 
colour from orange through 
yellow, pink and cream to white, 
lack the dark pigments which al- 
low tadpoles and young frogs to 
absorb solar warmth." helping 
them grow to adulthood. 

The report's author. Mark 
Nicholson, points out that al- 
binos are more common in 
southern Briiain. “If they do sur- 
vive better in warmer areas, w e 
might expect their numbers to 
he increasing if our climate is 
warming." he added. 

Fires: Hot. dry weather causes 
a sharp increase in heath, grass- 
land and crop fires. Numbers of 
these fires rose by more than 50 
per cent between 1994 and 
1995, says the study. 

Economic impacts i f the hot 
summer and unusually warm 
uvr of 1995. Global Atmos- 
phere Division. Dept of Envi- 
ronment. Romney House. 
Marsham Street. London SW1. 
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news 



for ignoring risk 


Louise Jury 


The doctor at the centre of an 
Aids scare was yesterday struck 
off the medical register after ad- 
mitting he did not have an 
H3V test for eight months af- 
ter an ex-lover wained he was 
at risk. . 

Dr Patrick Ngosa, a married 

father of three, who has van- 
ished since his identity' was 
made public, was found guilty 
of serious professional miscon- 
duct by the Conduct Commit- 
tee of the General Medical 
Council (GMC). 

Professor Sir Herbert 
Duthie. who chaired the hear- 
ing, said Dr Ngosa had failed to 
put the safety of patients fore- 
most and had “‘seriously and 
persistently" misled the GMC 
- who first questioned him on 
the issue last June - and others. 

“His behaviour, was a betrayal 
of his parieqts* trust and un- 
dermines the trust placed by the 
public in the profession. Such 
behaviour cannot be tolerated,” 
Sir Herbert sa/d.The commit- 


- The wiirnan’sconsultant then 
made repeated efforts to per- 
suade the Zambian-born doc- 
tor to address the potential 
problem and Passed details to _ prompted this man's actions, 
the GMC in Jtjnewhen be did „ Sbe pointed out there had been 
nqL'But in a series ofletters and ‘ a four-month gap between the 


Ngosa, said his dishonesty was 
not deliberate. “It was an in- 
ability to accepL what may have 
occurred. 1 It was fear ... which 


telephone- calls to health offi- 
cials, Dr Ngosa denied. even 
having the 


ir.-' 


He continued applying, for 
id worked as 


jobs in the NHS anc 
'• a locum i in. obstetric and gy- 
naecological wards until 13 Jan- 


tee would protect -the confi- 
ofdoct 


dentiality of doctors who acted 
responsibly in such circum- 
stances, he added, - 
Rosalind: Foster* for the. 
GMC said a former lover of Dr 
Ngosa contracted the virus and 
warned hfmaroond 1 May that 
he might be 'at risk. 


_ vmen fmalJy forced to ■ 
take a test, which proved posi- . 

tive, did he admit the relation- 
ship with the unnamed woman. 
He finally told the GMC last 
month. 

Miss Foster said the 39-year- 
old doctor had a “blatant dis- 
regard” for his ^responsibilities. 
•He bad been dishonest about 
his affair and was determined 
to remain in practice “at,- it 
would appear, almost all costs, 
irrespectwe of the. risk to pa- 
tients.” 

There were still some con- 
cerns thalhe had workedetse- 
where . than, the hospitals in 
London, Essex, Gloucester- 
shire and Warwickshire which 
werealready contacting 1,752 
fozmerpatiaiis considered to be 
atsmau risk from contact with. 
hitrr_ ; • ■ ; ■ ■ V 1 

But Nicola, Davies QC, for 





scam 


Peter Greenbefeb 


Jack Robinson, chairman of 
Wigan Rugby League Club, 
tried to induce the director of 
another chib' to join him in a 
fraudulentsdjeme towin dam- 
ages case against his focal news- 


paper. acourt^eardyesterday. 
Boh " “ 


ilt on Crown Courtheard 

that Mr Robrason, 54, devised 
a sdieme to pursue an action for 
damages against the Wigan Ob- 
server, claiming that as a result 
of its report, Leeds ..Rugby 
League Club had pulled ant of 
a lucrative transfer- deal for 
one of Wigan's star players, 
Alan Conrad, for the prose- 
cution, said Mr Rpbinson 
sought the help 'of Alfred 
Davies, chief executive ' of 
Leeds, to support Jiis claim, 
which stemmed from a match. 
February last year when 


in 


Wigan were surprisingly beat- 
en by Salford. . . r . .. 

Mr Robinson gave an inter- 
view to die Wfgon Obstrwr in 
which he criticised the dub 



Jack Robinson: Accused of 
fraudulent damages bid 


coach, Graham West, fox al- 
lowing players to go to Tfcner- 
ife before the match. The 
interview was followed by re- 
ports alle ging players had been 
involved in “a drunken binge”. 

Thepaper mistakenly named 
one player, Neil Cowie, as be- 
ing a member of the holiday 
group when he was not present. 
Mr Robinson decided to try to 
turn the midairs to his financial 
advantage “in a fraudulent 
maimer", Mr Conrad said. 

fo phone calls to Mr Davies, 
Robinson suggested the bogus 
transfer deaLwith a view to sptit- 
" ting the profits of a libel action 
£ *50-5CT. “That was dearly, a 
fraudulent suggestion," Mr 
Conrad added. After Mr 
Daviess first refusal, Mr Robin- 
son repeated his offer, adding: 
u Re the Neil Cowie situation: we 
wfll give you an extra 10 per cent 
if you play ball.” 

“MrDavire.toldhimtoTnig- 
gdr ofr,^ Mr Conrad said. . 

The Wigan Observer's editor, 
Carl Johnson, received a so- 
licitors’ letter cl a i m i n g Criwie’s . 
proposed transfer deal had 
been called off due to the pa- 
per’s article and demanding a 
retraction and payment, of dam- 
ages and full legal costs. When 
he checked the deal with Mr 
Davies, the “amazed” Leeds 
chief wrote to Mr Robinson, de- 
manding not to be involved. 

The court heard Mr Robin- 
son wrote to Mr Davie s' say ing 
there had been “an unfortunate 

misunderstanding” and he had 
never intended to involve Mr 
Davies in the legal action. 

' Mr Robinson denies two 
charges of inducement to pro- 
duce a fraudulent instrument 
and one count of attemptingto 
■ pervert the course of justice- 


Guard sell-off 
plan 



firan Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Plans to sell off the guarding of 
some of Britain"* most sensitive 

military establishments jo a 
venture capita) company have, 
been "abandoned, it was an- 
nounced- last night. However, 

. .... trr 



duv tip anoincr ; 

using miners’ and rail workers . 
pension fund, money todo so. 

Roger Freeman, the pubhc 
services nunistcr. said last night 
that the Custody Services 
agunev, w hich provides seam- 
tv for the chemical and 

b ioiotucaJ weapons research es- 
tablishment at ForUni Down in 
Wiltshire, will remain m the 
public sector. • . „ , 

Mimsler5 foa ined toseU the 
agency to an investment com- 
panv called Apax Partners, but 
gave tip fast week after appar- 
entiv faffing to wa?h agreement 
n«'Ar‘ ■ t*w» transfer ■ of . 


MifiSsters are . believed to 
have also talked of sellihg the 
agency to CinVen. the former 
venture capitid arm of British 
Coal’s pensions branch, which 
has been bought out by its 
.management- but which still 
handles pension funds -for 
British Coal and British Rail 
Although' CinVen had not 
rfearwhowonld guard the 
. eaaHishments at research bases 
such as West Fretigk in Scot- 

■ 1 J 


to be a bny-ouf by the eiascmg . 
management with the firm s 
financial backing 
However, the support ser- 
vices ami of the. Defence, Eval- 
uation and Research Agency, 
which provides information 
...knnW fiAa nine and ttron- 


erty services, bjuui 
be sold to CinVen. 

The deal is expected to be an- 
nounced within the next, few 

. a tkmunh hpfftif 


over • the 

pCflSKWlSL 


pounced within the next tew 
ijaysand jjushed.through before 
the general election. 


GMC's letters to Dr Ngosa 
last June and notification in No- 
vember that he was lo face the 
Conduct Committee. . 

Until his name became pub- 
lic at the weekend, he had in- 
tended-attending the hearing. 
He recently sat exams for fur- 
ther qualifications and had had 
discussions about whether al- 
ternative jobs in the NHS might 
be possible. 

- There has been speculation 
that he has returned to Zambia, 
where he is head of an extend- 
ed family. 


Prize ride: Newport Transporter Bridge, Gwent, built early this century, has won a Europa Nostra diploma for restoration work Photograph: Rob Stratton 
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MODEL . 

PfitCE EXCLVAT 

DF50 

phone ■‘fa'C'copier 

£195.74 

and get £50 hack 

DF60 

phon&Yax/copier 
answenng machine 

£255.31 

and get £50 back 

DF300 

phonetfav copier 

£339.57 

and get £50 back 

DF400 

pnone/taVcopier 
answering machirie 

£424.65 

and get £50 back 

DF450 

plain paper/tar; 
copier 

£424.65 

and get £50 back 

BF550e 

plain paper/capier.' 
pnnler/scanner/fa\ 

£599.00 

and gel £50 back 

BF750 

plain paper/copier-' 
printer/scanner/fax (laser] 

£799.00 

and get £50 back 

BF850se 

plain paper/copier.' 
prinler/scanner/fax (laser) 

£999.99 

and get £50 back 


■£50 saving is available vmb a purchase 01 any BT la« and is inclusive 
of VAT. Saving will be credited over two quarterly bills and can only 
be made la a BT business line. One credit may be claimed per 
business Hrw. up 10 a maximum of five lines at anv business location. 
Application I arms are available by taxback onlv by catling 0990 673 075 
Closing date lor receiving applications is 30 April 1997. 


service you can really trust. Because the 
last thing you need is a stack of 
problems. For more information and to 


take advantage of that £50 offer before 
April 6th call ST Busmesscomieclwns 
now on Freefone 0800 800 800 . 


Freefone 0800 800 800 


Work smarter 

not just harder 


BT FAX MACHINES 


All models available from: BT Business Connection Centres in selected BT Shops. 

Selected models also available from BT Communications Centres, AUders , Argos, Carphone Warehouse, Comet , Currys , . Dixons, 

John Letvis Partnership, The Link, Seeboard and all good electrical retailers. 
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Wednesday i3 march 1997 * the independent 


A s usual 
/\ the exi 
JL A-Quirsti 


s usual, they were all rushing for 
the exits after Prime Minister's 


A A-Questions. when a point of order 
slopped MPs in iheir trucks. What 
followed was truly wonderful. 

]i was Mr John Greenway. the 
Conservative MP for Ryedale. who had 
started ii. when he earlier invited the 
Prime Minuter to join him in 
“congratulating the Chartered 
Insurance Institute on its centenary 
year". Didn't the PM agree that “a 
partnership of insurance companies and 
the slate is the best way of ensuring that 
future generations can* meet their 
pension needs 1 ?*' 

A quick perusal of the register of 
members' interests indicated that Lbe 
enterprising Mr Greenway had not 
waited for the state to act', but was 
ensuring his own pension needs through 


a personal partnership with the industry. 
He is a remunerated director of the 
Smart and Cook Group Ltd to the tune 
of. er, an undisclosed amount; a 
shareholder in the same company and 
owner of a “small share" in the property 
leased by Smart and Cook: he is also, 
parliamentary adviser to the Institute or 
Insurance Brokers (netting between 10 
and 15 big ones), and to General 
Healthcare Ltd (another 5 to 10). 

Clearly, a sleaze-sensor at Rebuttal 
House (or whatever Labour’s media 
centre is called) bad gone o£f. and 
someone had taken a quick gander at 
the register - for the second that Mr 
Major went out. Labour's Rebutcer-in- 
Oiicf Brian Wilson (Cunninghame 
North) was raising the question as a 
point of order to the Speaker. Was it in 
order*- he asked, for Mr Greenway not 


DAxni)«j v 

ironoviten 


Bleeper triggers panic at 
technological invasion 


to declare his interests when asking such 
a question? 

There was uproar. But not because of 
Mr Greenway 's supposed misdeeds. For 
Mr Wilson had not taken deliveiy of this 
information via scribbled note, or the 
hurried whisper of an In-rushing 
colleague. No. he stood at the dispatch 


box. smoking bleep in hand. He had had 
mechanical assistance! 

Sensitive Tories were horrified. Ian 
Bruce ( Dorset South) condemned Mr 
Wilson “with his electronic devices", 
containing “messages from Mr 
Mandelson". Could Wilson and his 
infernal machines not be arraigned for 


witchcraft? Speaker Betty was adamant, 
■‘electronic devices that make noises 
should not be used in this chamber" , she 
declared. 

Nicholas WinLerton (C, Macclesfield) 
was not mollified. "Is it appropriate, 
correct and permissible to use an 
electronic device in the House?" he 
demanded. The Speaker bad spoken 
about noise, but “what about those that 
don’t make a noise?" Or (Tie didn’t ask) 
those discreet personal ones that make 
just the smallest, buzzing kind of noise? 

Up squeaked Harrow West’s boy 
soprano Robert Hughes. “Further to the 
point of order, relating to the other 
point of order", he trilled, “was it in 
order", for a member to be receiving 
instructions from somebody in the 
“Labour Parry dirty tricks department"? 
(Let us recall that this particular dirty 


trick consisted of reading the register of 
members' interests and men telling Mr 
Wilson about it.) 

Labour’s Kevin McNamara (Kingston 
upon Hull North) requested urgent 
clarification. A respected former member 
of this House had used an electronic 
device, be said mysteriously, so would this 
have been outlawed? I recalled that Jack 
Ashley had always used an industrial- 
strength hearing-aid. But did McNamara 
really need clarification? Whs he 
genuinely worried that Betty would leave 
deaf members unaided? 

Tewkesbury Tory, Geoffrey Clifton- 
Bruwn weighed in. “We on this side of 
the House dearly heard the bleeper 
operated*', he whined. I doubt it, 
Geoffrey, since it was almost certainly 
set to “vibrate". Perhaps it was your 
voices again. 


PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 


John 

Major 

7/10 


Major responded straightforwardly to 
Blair's questions. He and Blair were so 
constructive that marry MPs became . 
bored and started chatting. 


Clarke at odds over claim 


Tony 

Blair 


7/10 


Blair did not secure the. establishment -of 
an Independent food standards agency, 
but be made progress with his other de- 
mands. 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


■ Publication of primary school longue tables (Charles Hendry, C, 
High Peak; Paddy Ashdown; Peter Butler, C, Milton Keynes NE) 
•The future for pensions (John Greenway, C. Ryedale) 
•Conservative “deal" with tobacco industry in 1992 (Jre 

Ashton, Lab.Bassettaw) 

•VAT on domestic fuel (Joan Wallay, Lab, Stoke on Trent N) 


BLAIR’S ATTACK 


■ Blair asked about letters from the Association erf Meal Inspectors to the Meat 
Hygiene Service and Ministers, which had raised concerns about standards in 
abattoirs ova 1 nine months. Would Major make enquiries. and would the Min-, 
teter of Agriculture publish an account of the allegations, and the warnings 
that had been given to ministers? Major raid the' views af the General Secre- 
tary erf the AMI, as expressed in the letters, contrasted with those of the Vice 
President, who had praised MHS. But he concluded; "Notwithstanding that . 

. 1 Will most certainly do so'. 



Joe Ashton 

Nicely put the Prime Minister on 
the spot over Conservative election 
poster sites being provided by to- - 
bacco companies. 


Paddy Ashdown 

Ashdown trumpeted primary school 
successes In Lib Pern councils 1 ar- 
eas; Major painted out that he would 
not have known erf the success If the 
Tories had not published the tables. 


Pte-election tension seems to be exorcising quips from, the 
chamber. But Major's arrival is now greeted with shouts of "bye 
bye’ from the opposition. 


Waite* ‘Does [Major] recall that five years ago yesterday the- ' 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer made a promise in his Budget 
speech that he would not increase VAT on fuel? Aren't we end- " 
tied now to know why the government didn't go ahead with the 
promise?" Major replied by asking about the effects of Labour's 
proposed windfall tax. 


□ 


Greenway : "Would mjl IS Hon Friend join me in congratulating., 
the Chartered Insurance Institute on its centenary year.' . . 
Doesn’t he agree that a partnership of insurance companies and 
the state Is the best way of ensuring that future generations can 


meat their pension needs?" CoD - ilec i by Ban .Summers 


Politicians and lbe public were 
left pondering who was telling 
the truth yesterday after Ken- 
neth Clarice and Yvette Mur- 
phy. a reporter for 77ic Grocer 
magazine, defended their con- 
flicting stories over whether or 
not the Chancellor wanted to 
raise VAT on domestic fuel to 
17.5 per cent. 

The battle over 77te Grocer 
report now threatens to become 
an election issue after Gordon 
Brown, the Shadow Chancellor, 
accused Mr Clarke of having a 
“secret agenda" to raise VAT. 
“Now he has come clean," said 
Mr Brown. 

Ms Murphy, 32, and her ed- 
itor, Clive Bed dal 1, were stand- 
ing by their stoiy that Mr Clarke 
had told a group of journalists 
as he left a banquet that his chal- 
lenge was to increase the rate 
of VAT on fuel to 17.5 per cent. 

She had gone as a last- 
minute “stand-in" for a col- 
league. Mr Beddall had 
suggested that she ask Mr 
Clarke about Labour’s claims 
that the Tories wanted to put 
VAT on food. 

“When the speeches were 
over, he sat down and I made 
my way to his table. He was 
lighting a cigar. I interrupted 
him and said l would like to ask 
him some questions," she said. 

He stood up and she asked 
about Labour's VAT-on-food 
claims, which have appeared on 
Labour posters. Mr Clarke 
insisted he would not contem- 
plate putting VAT on food. Ms 
Murphy pressed him on the 
point, sayingthai the Tories had 
previously ruled out VAT on 
domestic fuel, but had then 
imposed the tax. 











“He said that was necessary 
and he said that the challenge 
t now was to get VAT.up to 15 per 
cent and then he corrected 
himself and said 17.5 per cenu 


“It onty stuck in my mind be- 
mse he stumbled. I was ask- 


MERCURY 


£ A CABLE & WIRELESS COMPANY 


cause he stumbled. I was ask- 
ing him the question to' extract 
more comments about VAT on 
food, which was the story I was 
after. We then continued talk- 
ing about VAT on food." 

But Mr Clarke, who was 
woken up in China by calls from 
Conservative Central Office to 
deny the reports, insisted that 
he had said “nothing significant" 
about VAT on fuel. 

The Chancellor said it bad 
not crossed his mind to raise the 


VAT rate on fuel after -the 
Commons rejected the increase 
m a government defeatrbut he 
stopped short of an oirtrigbt 
denial of her precise claims. 

Brian Mawtunneyj the Con- 
servative Party chairman, 
backed the Chancellorat a par- 
ty dection press conference, and 
Downing Street officials said the 
Prime Minister would be hap- 
py to reinforce that support 

Mr Clarke, on a visit to 


Peking, said: “Any implication 
that I have contemplated rais- 


ing VAT on fuel after Parlia- 
ment settled it on 8 per cent Is 
nonsense. If she [Ms Murphy] 
has presented my remarks in the 
context that I was giving, her any 
statement of intention about 
VAT on fuel or any sensation- 
al new remark about VAT on 
fuel, that is not correct 
“This is all a phoney politi- 
cal debate because a tax-raising 
chancellor keeps having to 
answer questions about tax in- 
creasing proposals that -speak- 
ing of myself in the third person 


MERCURY TO FRANCE: 


86 ? 


Health authority faces sack 
over old people’s ward closure 


Annabel Ferriman 


Members of a health authority 
could be sacked for approving 
the sudden move of five elderly 
people into a nursing home - in 
order to close a ward - against 
the advice of the doctor in 
charge. Three of the patients 
died within three weeks of the 


BTTO FRANCE: 


£ 1.17 


move. 

A parliamentary select com- 
mittee will today recommend 
that the Secretary of SlaLe for 
Health consider sacking the 
members of North and Mid- 
Hampshire Health Authority 
for the decision. 

The committee, chaired by 
James Pawsey, MP for Rugby 
and Kenilworth, said that the 
“members and officers should 
be ashamed of what took place. 
Wc recommend that the Sec- 
retary of Slate review the suit- 


ability of these persons to be in 
positions of responsibility in 
the health service." 

The committee condemned 
the way that the decision to 
dose the ward, at Park Prewett 
Hospital. Hampshire, and move 
the patients, was taken behind 
closed doors and in lbe face of 
a strong recommendation 
against h by the consultant in 
old age psychiatry. Dr Pearl 
Hettiaratchy, who is a vice- 
president of the Royal College 
of Psychiatrists. 

The patients were eventually 
moved when the doctor was on 
holiday. 

Mr Pawsey said yesterday; 
“This was an appalling case. It 
is very rare that a committee 
recommends that the Secretary 
of State review the suitability of 
health authority members to be 
in positions of responsibility. 


That underlines the seriousness 
of the case.” 

The select committee was 
commenting on the report of 
the Health Service Ombuds- 
man, who had already con- 
demned the actions of the 
health authority tn his report for 
1995-96. He investigated the 
matter, after a complaint from 
relatives of one of the patients 
who was moved - a man in his 
90s, who died two weeks after 
being put into a nursing home. 

The select committee went 
further than the Ombudsman, 
however. It said: “We cannot 
criticise strongly enough this 
brazen attempt to ignore the ex- 
pert advice of the respofrsible 
clinician who had known the pa- 
tient for six years. Her advice 
was inconvenient to the relevant 


managers. 

“Mr [Alan] Langlands, Chief 


(CHEAPER WITH BT? EXCU5EZ-MOI*) 


Parties squabble 
over school blame 


Try. try and try again. Even after rheir latest price cuts, BT can't compete. 

With Mercury SmarcCaU we’re still between 20 % and 36 % cheaper for international calls. 
Nor to be sniffed at, is it? For details FreeCall 0500 500 366. 


Labour and the Conservatives 
battled yesterday over the re- 
sponsibility for bad schools 
after the publication of the first 
primary league tables, writes 
Judith Judd. 


Mr Blunkett blamed 18 years 


of government incompetence 
for the fact that 4 out oflO chil- 


Gillian Shephard. Secretary 
F State for Education, said the 


Mercury SmartCall 


of State for Education, said the 
10 worst-performing local edu- 
cation authorities were all 
Labour-controlled, compared 
with only 1 of the best 10. 
“Tony Blair has claimed that 
there is no need to he afraid of 
Labour. These performance 


tables dispel that myth.’" 

David Blunkett. shadow Sec- 
retary of Slate, retorted that 5 1 
of the top 100 primaries were 
either in Labour-con trolled au- 
thorities or in hung councils with 
Labour chairmen. Just three 
were in Conservative-controlled 
councils. 


You don't have to be a genius to see how much you'll save. 
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for the fact that 4 out of 10 chil- 
dren failed to reach the ex- 
pected standard in tests for 
1 1 -year-olds in English, maths 
and science. 

A Labour spokesman said: 
“Tory efforts to politicise this are 
ridiculous. 

“Because Labour is in charge 
of most local authorities in the 
country it is logical chat some 
of [he worst and best will be run 
by Labour councils." 

The tables cover only English 
primary schools. 

The Welsh Office produced 
different tables for 11 -year- 
olds last month which did not 
identify individual schools. 

No tables are being pub- 
lished for Scotland, where par- 
ents rejected tests of this type. 
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Sticking by her story: YVette Murphy, whose report in The Grocer prompted a quick response from the Chancellor Photograph: Andrew Hasson 


have never crossed his mind. 
“Suddenly alighting on a 
phrase in an off-the-peg inter- 
vjewin The Grocer, which at the 
time was not regarded as a sig- 
nificant new statement by the 
journalist — that is just taking 
the economic debate away from 
reality." 

He said on BBC radio that 
Ms Murphy had dearly not 
thought he was saying anything 
important at the time as his 
comments were buried in the 
middle of an inside page report. 


Executive of the NHS Executive 
in England, in speaking of this 
case, did not question the mo- 
tives or integrity of the author- 
ity. We do. 

“The decision to bring for- 
ward the move was made with- 
out knowledge of the clinical 
assessment of all the patients 
and pursued in a highly im- 
proper manner. The interests of 
the patients were forgotten. * 

“we criticise the authority for 
making the decision in a closed 
meeting. We consider that the 
description of the meeting as in- 
formal, despite all the trappings 
of a formal meeting, suggests 
some sleight of hand and an at- 
tempt to rush through a deci- 
sion without (he inconveniences 
of public scrutiny and possible 
controversy. We deplore such 
blatant disregard for depart- 
mental guidance." 
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Fran Abrams 

P&Htical Correspondent . - : ,- : ;. : 

The knives were ontfbr Gordon 
Brown s chief spin doctor last' 
nipit after a series of negative 
bnefings against other members 
of the Shadow Cabinet. 

Mr Brown’s colleagues have 
opted to pin. the blaine for the 
attacks on Charlie Whelan, fee 
shadow Gfiancellor’s press offi- 

cer. Tony Blair's staff Were be- ■ 
coming so fed tip with rebutting 
the stones that . they were con- 
sidering telling the partyleadex 
he should be disciplined, they 
said. . : : - ... ... . ■ 

However, other sources said 
the anger against. Mr Whelan 
was largely a deflectibaof grow- 
ing dissent against Mr Brown 
himself Recent announcements 
that Labour Wm be astough as 
the Tories on public spending 
and tax have upset some of his 
colleagues. 

. Friends of Mr Whelan have, 
denied that he has ever been in- 
volved in negative briefings 
against calleagues-Those who 

have been lift by 

they have, performed badly or 

are Hfedy to be demote ; 
Robin Copk; JolmPrescptt, J Pe;- 
ter Mandelson, Chris Smith 
and Harriet Harman. Last ni ght : 


an official working for one 
Shadow Cabinet member said 
- **“?* 8 “golden rule-* afoot 
giving damaging stories to the 
press about colleagues. - > - . 

• i; “Eveiybody -efee- lives in 
peace and harmony with each 
other. We are all working as a 
teamandthereisonep^siTO 
all have diffifaihy -with,’' the 
source said.- i 

• Anothef added that while' 
many , of . ..the \ complaints: 
steinmed from disquiet about 
the alfe m ative.' centre of pow- 
er that Gordon Brown isseen 
to have buill npj Oiarii'p Whe- 
Imtended to “shoot hum the : 
hib? loo often. “[PeterJ Man- 
delron [Labour's chief splsi doc- 
tdrj can't stand him «nH thinks ' 
.-he is out of control* and there 

; are people in the leader’s office : 
who thmkthat as weB.” 

Amo ng the damaging stories: 
which have appeared have been 
reports thar Mr Smith, the 
shadow Health Secretary* was 
“in line for tbe chop".' 

. A report which qubted/'aa 
Afyof Mr Brawn" alsosaid that 
Tony Blair had “axed” plans to ' 
create . as super-ministry for 
John Prescott Robin: Cook, 
the. party’s foreign.:; Affairs 
^pokesnan* was attacked for 
talking “publicly ofa Labour 


Barrie dement. 

Labour Editor - '• . .. ; . . . 

The job security of hundredsof 
thousands of British v workers 
was undermined yesterd^by a 


The derision means that the 
“cbntracpiigot^” trfpuWtoser 
vices will now be far cache ha 
ardous ..for the: employees 
concerned. Under the' judg- 
ment, thb terms and condriiCms 
of workers will not be auio 
maUcally protectedwheH then 
employer losesdoontraCtand 
the work, is transferred to. so- 
other company. - . - ; 

The ruling by judges in Lax-, 
embourg, on a case brought by 
a German cteaner, wffl no doubt 
be welcomed ty ministers who 
are keen to promote the con- 
tracting but of state-funded 
services. It will also prompt a 
fresh wave of liligatiop be- 
tween employers and unions. 

Lanyereyesten^saidihede-' 
dsion would reopen the debate 
over whether all mark contract- 
ed out by state-owned puhBc ser- 
vices was covered by the 
European Acquired Rights -Di- 


: reotiwe, under which the rights 
■■ of ’employees are protected 
when a new con tractor was ap^ 

. pointed. John McMuBetvbead' 

- of dfe employment dqjartmeat 
at soliritoisPnBet Caitis,saidit : 
would leave unceataintyoverAe 

. degree of job security enjoyed by 
„ .employees whoseywakhadbeen 
contracted out. r-:l 

.■ Critical to any derision about 
whether the directive applied 
Wasif there had been a “trans- 
fer of nndertakmgs” between. 
'Ooeccmipiury and another. Such 
•transfer was said to Kavetak- 
•en place if theinposmng com- 
pany took over 1 tangible or 
intangible assets of the old 
cosxtxactor, its employees or its 

- customers.-. - . j- r . : : 

Unions fear the ruHogmeans 
that where the new company 
takes over only a proportion of 
existing, employees, it may now 
be posable to argue that the di- 
rective does not operate. Ex- 
isting workers could then be 
taken over by the successful 
bidder on inferior tenns and 
conditions.Theput-goingcoh- 
tractorwbo wouldhavetofoot 

redundancy bills for those left. 


If you are 
50 or over, 
yon could 
save with 
Saga - call 
us NOW ; 

You will know bow expensive: 
home insurance can be. . 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 
or over yon can benefit from 
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“landslnte,” though some col- 


on hims^tf through loose talk at 
a Tribune anmversary party. 

'. Eves Peter Mandelson, the 
party’s campaign manager, has 
. been affected by the reports. A 
story in the Daily TZfcgraph said 
' Mr Brown had been appointed 
. as the pony’s chief campaign 
manager, and that Mandelson 
would stay in the background. 
One shadow cabinet had likened 
the spate of negative reports to 
^the work of a “serial kmer r . 

Last night friends of Mr 
Whelan said the backlasb 
against him was borne of jeal- 
ousy about Mr Brown’s success, 
they said, and because he had 
'been forced to make unpopu- 
lar announcements. 

Andrew Marc, page 17 



Parties get in a 
froth over a pint 
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Small beer? The size and cost of a pint is now a political issue Photograph: Brian Harris 


Fran Abrams 

Fbfrtical Correspondent 

Will thev stop at nothing? VAT 
on food rising fuel prices and 
the costs of the Social Chapter 
are one thing, but the British 
pint is quite another. Now even 
Uie warm beer eulogised by 
John Major in his “spinsters-on- 
bicycles” speech has become 
grist to the electoral mill. 

More than 100 ycari after 
buying votes with beer became 
illegid both parties appeared to 
be indulging in rather similar 
tactics yesterday. 

While Labour campaigned to 
convince people that a pint of 
beer would be bigger under a 
Blair government, the Tories 
launched a two-pronged initia- 
tive. A vote for Labour would 
be a vote fora 10-pence-a-pint 
price hike, they claimed, while 
m a rose -timed Conservative fu- 
ture all pubs would be able to 
sell more beer. 

Nigel Griffiths, Labour's con- 
sumer affairs spokesman, led 
the first volley with a ay of: 
"You can't trust the Tories with 
our beer!" The Government 


had promised no more short 
measures, he said, but nothing 
had been done. What drinkers 
needed was bigger glasses and 
an end to slops. 

Consumers don't want to lis- 
ten to broken promises any 
more - they just want a fairer 
deal, he finished plaintively. 

The Conservative Central 
Office rapid rebuttal machine 
was humming within minutes. 
No less a figure than the party's 
vice-chairman, Charles Hendry, 
was drafted in to mastermind its 
Beer Wars offensive. 

Labour's plans for a raini- 
mum wage would put lOp on a 
pint be said. Drinkers up and 
down the country would find 
that hard to swallow, he added, 
getting into his swing. 

His statement followed hot 
on the heels of news that the 
Government was to change the 
rules to allow landlords to sell 
more types of beer. A 1989 
order allowing tied houses to 
sell a guest cask-conditioned 
draft beer is to be extended both 
to bottles and to widget-cans, 
thereby raising a cheer from 
saloon bars across the land. 
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NICOLE CERTAINLY KNOWS HOW TO MAKE 
THE MOST OF HER CAPITAL. 


• Now- Nicole’s making her own way in the big 

city, it’s tip to her to make her francs go further. 

Which is why, when it comes to buying a car, she’ll 

find the new special edition Renault Gio Paris and 

Clio Versailles simply, ideal. 

Both the Paris and Versailles are brimming with 

style, practicality and the sheer je ne sais quoi 

_ wffich distinguishes every Clio 

.. ■ /^\ - . from its rivals. 

tBf Stylish touches . range from 

HKNMLT each model's distinctive 
-CARS _ , , 

WITH FLAIR . . upholstery to its high quality 


Philips stereo sound system (with removable fascia 
on the Versailles). 

Practicality is highlighted by a computer padlock 
engine immobiliser, advisable on even the most 


CSo Versaffles 1.2 3dr 

0% 

£99 deposit' 

Typicd Example 


9.996 APR 

Cash Price he. on the road costs* 

£7.895.00 

£7,895.00 

Deposit 

£3,947.48 

£99.00 

Monthly Repayments 

£328.96 

xL2 

£193.60 

*48 

Total Cratt Price 

£7,895.00 

£9,491.80“ 


Finance and insurance offers not auaiable mi the dw Paris 


romantic boulevards these days. As for that something 
extra. ..step forward the Versailles’ rilt-and-slide 
sunroof and both cars’ timed glass and rear 
wash/ wipe. Above all, there’s the superb new' 1.2-litre 
DI£.T. engine with 5-speed gearbox, the perfect 
partner on both busy streets and open roads. 

^!et, with prices starting at just £ 7,195 on the 
road for the Paris, and £ 7,895 for the 
Versailles, both models are within anyone's reach. 
Even someone who’s just started her first job. 

For more information on the Clio Paris and Clio 
Versailles, call free on 0800 52 5 1 50. 


TH. - O NE YEAR'S FREE INSURANCE’ 
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Jails crowded to crisis point, say governors 


Jason B eimetto 

Crime Corresp ondent 

Jails in England and Wales are 
“full to the brim and can accept 
no more’', prison governors 
told the Horae Office yesterday. 
It also emerged chat the Prison 
Service accepts that it will 
almost certainly have to use ex- 
pensive police cells in the next 
two to three weeks. 

With the prison population in 


England and Wales at a record 
I5h last Friday, there are only 
700 places lcfl_ and inmates are 
being bused around the coun- 
try to ny to find them a bed for 
the night. 

The scale of the problem was 
underlined by Chris Scott, 
chairman of the Prison Gover- 
nors' Association (PGA), who 
told his annual conference that 
jails could not cope with a pop- 
ulation which had gone 


“through the rixif. He also 
voiced concerns about pro- 
posed emergency measures, 
which include the use of a 
prison ship in Portland harbour, 
Weymouth, and the conversion 
of a former holiday camp in 
Lancashire. 

Both schemes are being op- 
posed by local planners. 

Speaking at the conference at 
Buxton. Derbyshire. Mr Scott 
said: “Surely it is sensible to ad- 


mit that we can no longer cope 
with this unprecedented rise. In 
normal circumstances no one in 
their right ruind would seriously 
consider the introduction of 
prison ships and abandoned 
holiday camps as prison ac- 
commodation. 

"The Prison Service has 
reached the crossroads where 
policy and operations meet. 
Those responsible when there 
is a new prison disaster will be 


those who have refused to ac- 
cept that our prisons are full to 
the brim and can accept no 
more. Prison governors should 
not and will not be held ac- 
countable when this inevitable 
crisis occurs. There have to be 
measures to ensure that prison 
is used solely for the persistent 
offender and the most serious 
offender. ^ 

He called for the Prison Ser- 
vice's population problems to be 


referred to the Criminal Justice 
Consultative Council, a forum 
made up of representatives 
from all the agencies in the 
criminal justice system. 

David Roddan. secretary of 
the PGA. said: - * Last week 134 
prisoners were bused from the 
north of England to the south 
to find empty cells: that is crazy. 
The prison population is in- 
creasing by up to 400- a week- 
We are talking about a day-to- 


day struggle to find empty beds, 
for prisoners. The Prison Ser-. 
vice is chock-a-block. If the 
police had a purge on a partic- 
ular kind of offender, we 
couldn’t cope." 

Linda Jones, chairwoman of 
the Association of Chief Offi- 
cers of Probation, said existing 
community-based sentences 
should be used more widely to 
help alleviate the population 
pressures. 


. The prisons minister. Ann 
Widdecombe, who. addresses 
the PGA conference today, 
said 8,000 hew prison places, 
were being' built. “It's nothing 
short of a miracle that despite, 
the huge and unprecedented in- 
crease in numbers, we haven't 
mided up in police cells." 

. However, it is understood the 
Prreon Service is preparing to 
use 1 3)0 police cells in. England 
and Whies. . ■ - 


The ultimate 
prison visitor 
achieves her 
magic number 


Kim Sengupta 

Ann Widdecombe arrived 
yesterday at Spring Hill 
prison, near Aylesbury. 
Buckinghamshire, on 'the final 
leg of her mission to visit 
every prison in the country. 

Spring Hill, set in 190 acres 
of rolling hills and farmland, 
cannot be said to suffer from 
overcrowding. In fact, it is 
one inmate short of full 
capacity. 210. A relatively 

S leasam venue for the Home 
Iffice Minister's 129th. and 
final call. Still, no one was 
quite sure yesterday why she 
should embark on such an 
odyssey in ihe first place. One 
prison official posited, sotto 
voce . a possible explanation: 
“Well you do get football nuts 
who wish to visit every league 
ground in the land." 

That is not to say Ms 
Widdecombe was not made 
welcome. To mark her 
achievement, prison officials 
presented her with a 
commemorative cake stating 
“129 - Widdecombe 
whirlwind tour 1995-1997.*’ 
But the cake did nothing to 
sweeten the minister s hard- 
line views on crime and 
punishment. She said protests 
from governors and prison 
officers about a system at 
breaking point would not deter 
the Government from going 
ahead with the Crime Bill, 
expected to mean an increase 
in the prison population. 
Asked if there would be a 


rethink about the use of 
custodial sentences, she said: 
"Certainly not. We shall he 
building more prisons instead. 
There will be a dozen more 
prisons needed to cope and 
we shall build them. There is 
a prison ship due to arrive, 
and we arc also looking at a 
number of other options. 

“The Prison Gove more 
Association know very well 
that we haven't been idle. We 
have produced 8.0W more 
places, we are trying to find 
other sites. We have had 
setbacks, and obviously they 
are unwelcome. We have had 
problems with the former 
holiday camp, and we shall 
probably appeal on that." 

Ms Widdecombe admitted 
that the lack of space may 
lead to more use of police 
cells, but added: “They' are 
relatively expensive, and not a 
satisfactory solution. We do 
not want to use them on a 
long-term basis." 

During the walkabout the 
minister listened to the views 
of inmates and staff. One 
prisoner complained about 
the food and said with a grin 
he would prefer sieak and 
chips. Her aides, mindful of 
allegations - vigorously 
denied - that the Home 
Secretary's wife. Sandra, had 
said prisoners got “more than 
they deserved", would not be 
drawn. Ms Widdecombe was 
unfazed and simply promised: 
“I’ll pass that on to Michael 
Howard." 
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Inside life: Ms Widdecombe meeting an inmate who is nearing the end of his sentence at Spring Hill prison, near Aylesbury 


Photograph: Brian Hams 


“Whatever happens 
in the Election, 
my loan stays fixed.” 


Cruel sea claims two fishermen 


Kate Watson-Smytti 

Coastguards searching for the 
three-man crew of a missing 
trawler recovered two bodies 
yesterday. The deaths came as 
an inquiry was launched into the 
disappearance of another fish- 
ing boat: the search for which 
was de laved for several hours 


after a mix-up over distress 
signals. 

The bodies of two men from 
the St Ives-based Gorah Lass 
were picked up by lifeboats 
searching off Portreath, north 
Cornwall, after contact was lost 
early yesterday morning. They 
were spotted near wreckage 
and transferred to a helicopter 


FREE CALLS FOR LIFE 


which took them to RAF St 
Mawgan. near Newquay, while 
the search for the third crew 
member continued. 

Mick Quinn, senior watch of- 
ficer for Falmouth Coastguards, 
said: “It was fiat calm and there 
was some fog. but we don't think 
that was the cause.” He said the 
search would continue until 
nightfall and then the situatiop 
would be reconsidered. 

Meanwhile an official from 
the Marine Accident Investi- 


gation Branch was due to arrive 
in Aberdeen last night to in- 
vestigate why the search for a 
missing trawler and her four- 
man crew was delayed for eight 
hours. 

Debris from the Arbroath 
Hist Hawn was found yesterday 
100 miles north-east of Ab- 
erdeen but (here was no sign of 
the four fishermen. A coast- 
guard spokesman said that no 
life rafts had been seen, but the 
search would continue. 
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power yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 


§f you take out a Mercantile 
Credit loan now, you're guaranteed 
that your repayments and the 


AMOUNT OF 

MONTHLY REPAYMENT 8T TERM 

LOAN 

24 W7KS 

i6mus 

wnno 

APR 

£ 6,000 

290.7 1 

207.77 

142.50 

15.9% 

£10,000 

476.20 

337.74 

228.38 

13.9% 


term of your loan are fixed - 
whatever happens to interest 
rates after the Election. 

You can borrow anything from 
£500 to £15,000 and we’ll give you 
up to five years to pay us back. 


Please empower me today trj ■Mnobig me details ol your direct personal mans. « 
•Send comoknM coupon to Memamue Credit. P0 Box 117. FREEPOST SEA 0521. J 
Craw fey West Sussax RNIfl He stamp reared ) • 

Msm* I 4646 I . 


You don’t need any deposit 
or security. We’ll give you a 
quick decision. 

And we’re open every day 
from 7am to 11pm. So, if 
you’re over 25, in regular 
employment and have an 
annual income of £10,000 or 
more, call us free now. 


Me rcantile 

W CREDIT 

PHONE FOR A FAST LOAN - CUCiTIHG REF 4646 

0800 111 777 


FREE 


FREE 


FREE 


CD EX 14-OAY HONEY BACK 
rntL GUARANTEE 


DEL/VERY m * WOWING 
DAYS 


LEATHER CARRY CASE 
AND IN-CAR ADAPTOR 
WORTH £55 me. VAT 


COUNTDOWN MEMBERSHIP 
PORI YEAR WITH THE 
CEUMQNE5 DIRECT 
ADVANTAGE CARO 


LIFETIME PRODUCT 
WARRANTY 


NEW j $ | 

NOKIA 1611 1 
£9.99 ■.« j|j 
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cwranw caws £35.00 
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NEW GS‘.' MODEL 1511 . 

♦ Uc:o 3 . 5 hrstcik-i;rr? 
I iOfrs standby 

♦ Sri'S 'cr.o snti ;ecs;v? 

♦ We’-Ehi 250c 


Cellphones 
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The Fire-ants 

By GJyn MaxweH 

Look who was standing in a loaf of ants 
Eight seconds, whose attempt at a kick-dance 
Whs excellent, whose trainer was alive 
on close inspection and whose sock a hive. 

Who gripped the air! - The guide got there and thumped 
My trailing foot until the blighters jumped 
And fell. Fire-ants, they were, like scraps of earth. 
Conferring as they dropped, reporting death 
Tb the workers who not looking - went it's not ■ ’ • 

H> which was added if it is, so what? 7 

By the intelligentsia of the nest, .... . 

Whose task it is to quibble and know best.' .. 

Mine was to bop one-legged lor a white . , 

Until the guide stood up with the right smile. 

Good to have got oat quickly, was ms gist 
I didn't disagree. That was some dust ; 

Had come alive. The guide was moving off. 

So I trod some half a dozerrinto'seaff - 
Then lightly squatted downlo see them cope - . 

With coming to this pass. I saw one grope 

And topple out intact and crab around 

in chaos t3l ir found its proper ground. 

Then drag away, infernally askew 
A dance it isn't, wbat we have todo. 

(Upon inadvertently stepping into a fire-ants' aest, mid 
jungle, and receiving much pain as a consequence.) 

The programmes that Gfyn Maxwell and Simon Armitage made 
about their excursion to Amazonia, Baida and. Beyond, con- 
tinue this week on BBC Radio 3 until Friday, at 9.20pm (935pm 
tomorrow). , ” " 
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P a t r ici a Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Th< msands of people on low in- 
comes stoi the so-uhead for re- 
fuiiJs Jf oourf "entrance" fees 
\cMerilav after the Cmem- 
mom swilih bowed to last Fri- 
day's High Court ruling that 
new regulations were unlawful. 

Lord Maekay. the Lord 
Chancellor, said that he would 
not attempt to appeal the de- 
asu »n and would immediately 
make- new orders restoring the 
exemption from fees for people 
on income support, and restor- 
ing the right of others of limit- 
ed means to apply for 
reductions or remissions. 

The order: will replace those 
parts uf rules imrodueed or; 15 
.lunuarv hut declared invalid tw 


the coun. Anyone who would 
have been eligible for exemption 
or remission hut for the changes 
will he eligible for a refund. 

Mr Justice Laws said in last 
week's test case that the effect 
of the new rules was to "bar ab- 
solutely" many people from 
seeking justice from lie courts 
in a wicle-ranging variety of sit- 
uations. 

“The right to a fair trial, 
w-hich of necessity imports the 
right of access to the court, is 
as near to an absolute right as 
any I can envisage," he said. 

The case, brought by an Es- 
sex businessman. John mthan. 
related only to the High Court, 
but Lord Mackay went further 
yesterday, bringing county and 
family-court proceedings with- 
in the scope of the order. 


But a spokeswoman said he 
“remains concerned aboui the 
potential injustice where liti- 
gants in person, who are ex- 
empted or remitted from court 
fees, bring unjustified actions 
against defendants who must 
then pay to defend themselves 
with no prospect of recovering 
their costs. 

“This judgment implies (hat 
this must be a matter for Par- 
liament to regulate mid the 
Lord Chancellor will consider 
it further in that light." 

Nothing in the judgment or 
the new orders will affect the 
steep rises in court fees intro- 
duced by the rules, which raised 
the High Court fee from £100 
to between £120 and £500 and 
those in other civil cases from 
between 50 and 150 per cent. 



Serial sex attack© 
to strike again, poi 





© 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A serial sex attacker is preying 
on women in die West Midlands 
and is believed to have as- 
saulted at least 21 victims in the 
past three months. 

Detectives fear that the man. 
who frequently uses a knife to 
terrorise b is targets, will strike 
again soon. 

In a large number of the 
cases, he has grabbed his victim 
from behind, often from a bus 
stop, or off (he street, and tak- 
, en her to a quiet spot before at- 
tacking and robbing her. Some 
of the women have" suffered se- 
rious sexual assault and are 
deeply traumatised. 

He is believed to be respon- 
sible for at least IS separate at- 
tacks in Birmingham and in 
Kidderminster, in Hereford 
and Worcester. The youngest 
victims were 15 years old. 

A team of 40 officers is try- 
ing ro crack down the serial 
criminal and a reward of £1.000 
has been offered. Detective 
Chief Inspector Trevor 
Swingler. who is beading 
Operation Blackpool, said: "We 
need to catch this man before 
he attacks anybody else." 

The attacker often uses a 
craft knife with a retractable 
blade during the assaults. 

A police spokesman said: 
"He frequently approaches 
people from behind with a 
knife and puts his hands over 
their mouths and then attacks 
them." 
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2 December, 9pm. 16 year otd dragged into parts tn Hxtiome 
and indecently assaulted. 

G&rfctma* Dai; 5pm.l 6 year okL robbed in arcun ColtifltkJ. 
28 Decorator, iopm, 17 year oM wl. forced tno Dus shelter 
and ssmafly assated ad rubbed in Sfreiev. So&nuU 
18 Jamary. 6.30pm. 17 year okt, KWPsrminBie.-. money 
demanded txa ran oft 

18 January. 6.50pm. 20 yes otd, £20 Taken. 

7pm. 40 year old. rndecentty assaulted. 

two IS yes ckts loo gw witfi their 2 SS 2 ll 2 rt and one s uttered a 
sfight wound to her hand before escaping. 

19 January, 19 year old taxed onto creamy grxstend robbed 
and indecently assarted in Banfey Green. 

20 January, 6pm. 32 rear old. roD&ed in Sdlv Oak. 

2C Jssosry. topm. two gtrts (breed them into' an aft? and 
mdecentv assaulted In Monhfield. 
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6 February, 6.30pm. 16 year otd. puree, stolen at knifepoint as 

r dsoifbus. 

February. 7 30pm. 2&-ypar-okl. forced to go to a walkway in 
Erdngton. where seriously sexually assayed and rotted. 

6 February, two 15 year olds, pushed to the ground at a ms 
shelter in Weotey Castle. Disturbed by a motorist and ran off. 
19 February. 6pm. 16 yea; old. mdetrafy assaulted ano 
robbed in ttorvteld. behind a block of masonettes. 

21 February. 025pm. 15 year old. sfejed whlie waning n a 
bus stop SoOturt Robbed and indecently assaulted. 

2 March, 45 year old woman was attacked from behind 2 nd 
retted at knife para in Hartjome. 

2 March, 9pm. 24 year oM. attacked 21 bus stop in Edgoaston. 
Woman punched m face bet ore man flees. 

2 March 9 30pm. 1 7 year oW g« wafting home rn Sournvflte. 
forced into pari and sauialy assaulted and robbed 


The first attack is believed to 
have taken place on the evening 
of 2 December, when a 16-year- 
old girl was grabbed from be- 
hind by a man while she was 
walking along the road in 
Harhome, Birmingham, and 
was dragged into a park where 
she was" indecently assaulted. 

Other victims include a girl 


aged 17 who was approach by 
a man with a knife while she was 
waiting in a bus shelter in Soli- 
hull on 2iS December. She was 
forced into the shelter and sex- 
ual lv assaulted before having 
her money snatched. 

In one evening, on IS Janu- 
ary'. in Kidderminster, five 
women were attacked at knife- 


point. They included a 4<t-ycar- 
old who was indecently as- 
saulted and an lS-v ear-old who 
was cut on the hand. 

On 19 January, the attacker 
ran up behind a woman aged 1^ 
at Bartley Green. Birmingham, 
and forced her onto nearby 
grassland where she was robbed 
and indecently assaulted. 


Two girls were threatened by 
a man with a craft knife on 2l> 
January while they were walk- 
ing in Northfield. Birmingham. 
The man forced them into an 
alley and then indecently as- 
saulted them, before Hoeing. 

Two 15-year-old girl.-* were 
assaulted by a knifeman while 
waiting at a bus shelter in 
WcoJev Castle. Birmingham. 
They were pushed to the 
ground and threatened. How- 
ever. the attacker was disturbed 
by j motorist and ran ■ >1 f. 

A Jn-ycar-old walking in 
Nurthlield was threatened and 
forced behind a block ol 
maisonettes where she was 
indecently assaulted and robbed 
on 19 February . 

Tw o days later a 15 -year-old 
girl was seized and threatened 
with a knife while she was wail- 
ing at a bus stop in S* <lihull. She 
was robbed and indecently 
assaulted. 

The last reported incident 
happened on 2 March when :: 
17-year-old girl, walking home 
in bourmille. Birmingham, was 
forced into a nvartw park ai 
knifepoint and sexually as- 
saulted and robbed. 

The attacker is usually de- 
scribed as a white man. between 
5ft bin and 5 ft Win. aged in bis 
late twenties or early thirties, of 
stocky build, and wearing a 
baseball cap. a dark bomber 
jacket, jeans, and training shoes. 

Anyone with information 
about the attacker should 
contact the West Midland po- 
lice on 01 21 026 4125. 


Oriental chic: A model shading John Galliano's delicate embroidered blossoms at 
Christian Dior’s 1997-98 ready-to-wear show in Rails yesterday Photograph: Ben Elwes 

Low-paid to get court 
‘entrance’ fee refunds 
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There's an adaptation of an old Tommy A 
Cooper joke about a man who, whenever 
he looked up, got 3 pain in his neck and Y 
the doctor said the cure was never ro look 
up. In Ghent the quack would have said 
“look up", the pain was worth it. 

Look up and say ahh 

Standing in front of Sc Bavo's Cachedral 
with its imposing Gothic style tower and 
Looking up towards The Belfry you can 
see examples of 14th. 15th, 16th and 17th 
century Flemish architecture. Go down ro 
the quays or walk along che caruls and 
you can see guild and warehouses daring 
from the 1100s. But che ancient is common 
in Ghent; in fact it has more historic 
buildings than any other Flemish city 
including Bruges. To try to ignore them 
would be murder if not impossible. 

A painful, long drawn out affair 

The people of Ghent have never been coo 
keen on being told what to do which led to 
the odd rebellion and riot. This somewhac 
inrerrupted construction of some of the 
most important buildings. The Town Hall, 
caking 400 years to build, is a wonderful 
mish-mash of styles and che magnifreenr 
Cloth Hall, sraned in the 1400s, was only 
completed early this century. 

The hangings always 
draw the crowds 

The merchants, being flush with cash, 
attracted anises from ail over Flanders. 
Without doubt the greatest example 
of Flemish art and one of the world's y . s 
masterpieces is che “Adoration of the 
Mystic Lamb" by Jan and Hubert - ■ 


van Eyck in St Bavos Cacbedr.il. Bur Ghenc 
is crammed with museums and galleries 

- •*" 

'V exhibiting an and artifacts from the 14th 
century on. To jrcempc to v iew ail the hangings 
would kill you. 

They die to get into 
The Counts Castle 

It wasn't always the case and even the Counts ot 
Flanders round che castle so unwelcoming they 
moved out leaving it as a place of execution 
Nowhere was sacred, including die crypt which 
was used for che occasional eye gouging. Today 
the torture chamber is Ghcncs most popular 
sjghrseeing arrr.u rion. 

On a short break you’d 
be stretched 

For .til irs tumultuous p.isr Ghent is a very 
laid-back, friend])’ city- On a short break it 
- _ wouJd be rorrure ro try ro Jo every Thing so spare 
yourself the pain; rake in as much as you can 
bin die then come back and sec die resr. 

That way you U expand your mind without 
being srrerched. 


I'd like to explore Flanders from rhe comfort I 
uf my own home. Please send me your FREE I 
video and a full colour brochure. 


Address 


Postcode 

Telephone 

The Belgian Tourist Office, 

29 Princes Street. London W1R 7RG 
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Arafat cold-shoulders Israel as 
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• . M Y1T i 1 missile evidence re 

tension builds over West Bank sessasjsg 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 


Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian leader, 
has instructed his officials to break oil 
all contacts with Israel as part of the 
growing confrontation over the limit' 
cd scale of the Israeli withdrawal on 
l he West Bank planned for this week 
and the building of a Jewish settlement 
at Har Homa in East Jerusalem. 

“Israel is pushing us into a comer, 
making us despondent." said Moh- 
ammed DahJan. the senior Palestinian 
police official in Gaza. “The street is 
heating up and is about to boil." 

Israel announced unilaterally last 
week that it was pulling out of 9 per 
cent of the West Bank in the first stage 


6 Israel is pushing 
us into a corner. . . 

the street is 
heating up and is 
about to boil 9 


of a three-part withdrawal to be con- 
cluded by the middle of 1998. Pales- 
tinians say they expect to control 30 
per cent of the West Bank at this stage 
and 90 per cent of the rest of it by the 
time the withdrawal ends. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, who is on a visit to Rus- 
sia, appears to have miscalculated in 
much the same way he did over the Is- 
raeli withdrawal from Hebron last year 
by assuming Mr Arafat would be 
grateful for whatever he could geL In- 
stead. the Palestinian leader has evi- 
dently decided that he has the 
international support to demand more. 

A sign of anger in the Arab world - 
and of growing tension between Israel 



Investigators into the crash last Jtily of flight TWA800 t ; 
have seized a videotape that could support claims- that, the 
aircraft was downed, by -a- missile In cithers terrorist attack, 
or in a friendly-fire mishap. ' . • . ' . . ’ 

The FB I was granted a sub poena for the seizure lateon- 
Moaday by a District Court bn Kew York The tape,' which 
is likely to be viewed toy a federal grand jury todiy, ' ' v 

belonged to a former United Airlines pflot Richard 
Russell. It is believed to show radar images of some object 
hurtling towards the aircraft jnst before it exploded, killing 
all 230 aboard. Officials insist they have found po evidence 
that a missile struck the plane. They have dismissed a - 
report published earlier this week in a California ; ‘ 

newspaper, the Press-Enterprise, detailing what it said was -- 
new evidence that a missile penetrated the fuselage. Mr 
Russell, who assisted the jiewspapcr's repOTting^yesterday . 
denounced the^onfiscadoirdf his tape. “T&^rtodkjtny V-'' 
property away, but that's life way they operate . .. It’s a . 
cover-up,” he said. . •- . *y David Usbofne — New3fofk 


Human cloning ‘unacceptable’ 



The World Health Organisation. (WHO) said yesterday 
that any rise of dotting techniques to create identical' 
humans was unacceptable and suggested that experiments 
in this direction should be banned. - Reuters — Geneva 


Radioactive fire in Japan 


Japan's ear-power program suffered, another ; - 
embarrassment : fast night when fire broke our at a nuclear 
waste-handling facility. It was the second fire within 1(K 
hours at the facility. No onewwittjured, bat. offices said 

j - -■ e j .to — r il' ca : — -l . i. Mm 


the first fire ejqjosed-lO of the 50 workerapw^Mit to tiny . 
amounts of radiation. . AP —Tokyo 


International editor of theyear 


Nation has beeB choseit as the Wbdd Cress Review's 
International Editor ofthe "Year for her coverage of 

Tsfarnfc militahts.^^^ . • -. . AF^New York 


Through the line: A Palestinian mother carrying her child past Israeli soldiers near Hebron yesterday 


Photograph: Reuters 


and Jordan - is an angry lerier sent by 
King Hussein to Mr Netanvahu which 


rsfran 


“There is no place for this criticism and 
no place far this tone." 

Already there are signs of increasing 
violence. A 19-ycar-oidsnfdieral an Is- 
raeli settlemeni near Hebron was 
slabbed more lhan 20 limes yesterday. 
Earlier 10 Palestinians were "injured by 


raeli withdrawal above 9 per cent in the 
first phase. In the Hebron agreement 
in January the Israeli leader claimed 
that one of his achievements was lo give 
Israel the right to determine the size 
of i be area from which it would with- 
draw. The Oslo accords say Israel is to 


cil vote by 14 to one against the build- 
log of Har Homa, to force a battle with 
Mr Netanyahu now, rather than wait. 
President Bill Clinton said in Wssh- 
ington that the American veto of the UN 
resolution should not be interpreted as 
meaning that the US supported settle- 


on Har Homa. Yasser Abed Rabbo, one 
of their negotiators, said after meeting 
with Yitzhak Mordecbai, the Defence 
Minister “... the Israelis don’t want to 
talk. They just want to dictate terms." 

Israeli analysts are unclear bow Ear 
Mr Arafat intends to go in bringing re- 


US found spying in Germany 

German offidalstonfirinedyesterday that a United States 
diplomat had tried to recruit ah offidalin Germany’s 
Economics Ministry as a spy fcxr.VVhshington. The news •' 
magazine Der Spiegel reported at the weekend that the US 
pulled a CIA employee from its Bohn embassy after he \ 
was accused of spying, a first in post-war US-German 
relations. • •’ AP^Boim 


Time stands still for France 


process and I haven't an ounce of trust 
in you." In the past King Hussein was 
the Arab leader most sympathetic to Mr 
Netanyahu. The Israeli leader replied: 


against the construction of a road to be 
used by settlers, also near Hebron. 

Mr Netanyahu is adamant that he 
will not increase the extent of the Ls- 


This ambiguity was always likely to 
lead to a crisis. Mr Arafat may have de- 
cided that it is better, tn the aftermath 
of the United Nations Security Coun- 


would be making a “terrible mistake” 
if they resorted to violence. Palestinian 
leaders were angered by Israel's uni- 
lateral decisions on the West Bank and 


however, that the start of construction 
at Har Homa next weekend may pro- 
voke violence - whatever the intentions 
of the Palestinian leader. 


France Eafied to convince the rest of Europe to abandon 
the ritual which puts clocks forward an hour every March 
to give longer, lighter summer evenings. European Union 
ministers voted fourteen to one to retain the time change 
although they offered Prance the concession of a review 
ofthe legislation in 1999. Katherine Butler - Brussels 
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Beer town feels distinctly 
flat as brewers bottle out 


Winter is many months old and 
the ice on the Milwaukee river 
is fractured and grubby. 


DAY 


Appropriately, it is also strewn 
with empty beer bottles. This, 




with empty beer bottles. Inis, 
after all, is Beer Town USA. If 
you think cars in Detroit and 
cigars in Havana, then what 
comes to mind in this city will 
forever be the brown stuff. 

Or will ic? They are still 
drinking quantities of beer here 
and a lew folk are still making 
it. Bui these days the people of 
Milwaukee are mostly crying in 
it. Two of the city's greatest 
breweries. SchJiizand Pabst, are 
no more. Only Miller remains. 

The beer heritage of Mil- 
waukee. which sits on Lake 
Michigan, 100 miles north of 
Chicago, dales back to the ear- 
ly ISOOs when beer-loving Ger- 
mans were settling here at the 
rate of a thousand a week. By 
the century’s end, brewing pro- 
vided more jobs than any oth- 
er industry. Beer was the fuel 
that built this still-handsome 
town and nourished families 
through generations. 

Suds and sausage remain 
etched in the Milwaukee’s 
heart, i For the latter, I recom- 
mend Usingers Famous 
Sausage in the heart of down- 
town). Lave me and Shirley of 
the television sitcom of the 
same name - still in re-runs here 
- worked in the fictional Schoiz 
brewery. The city's beloved 
baseball team, the Brewers, is 
scon to get a new home; it will 
be called Miller Stadium. 

It was Schlitz that dreamed 
up the legendary slogan: “The 
beer that made Milwaukee 
famous.'' But then, in the ear- 
ly 1980s, after selling out to 
rival Stroh. Schlitz split. Left be- 
hind was a huge and ornate 


town-centre brewery that has 
now been converted into high- 
priced apartments. 

It was Jerry Lee Lewis 
among others who sang. “What 
made Milwaukee famous has 
made a loser outta me”. Now' 
Milwaukee is the loser. Even 
Old Milwaukee, a dank beer that 
remains popular country-wide, 
is brewed in Detroit. Miller, 
founded in 1880 as the Plank 
Road Brewery, is owned by 
Philip Morris, the out-of town 
conglomerate that gives also us 
Kraft cheese and the Marlboro 
Man. 

The lalcst agony, however, 
has been delivered by Pabst. Al- 
though its brand may be obscure 
internationally, Pabst was the 
city's first major brewery after 
its foundation by German im- 
migrants in 1840, only four 
years after the creation of the 
Wisconsin Territory. By the late 
1880s, with Captain Tederick 
Pabst at its head, Pabst bad be- 
come the largest selling beer in 
the nation. Pabst Blue Ribbon 
actually had blue ribbons on its 
bottles. 

In this century. Blue Ribbon 
grew into the beer of choice for 
blue-collar workers in the Mid- 
west and especially in this heav- 
ily blue-collar city. With its 
blackened bricks and crenel- 
lated walls, the Pabst brewery 
looms from a hOl above down- 
town like a Dickensan jafl. A 
single chimney rises from the 
plant's heart with Pabst spelled 
out in white ceramic tiles. 

Today, the plant is empty. 
Lorry trailers with the Blue 
Ribbon logo are still backed up 


to some of the loading bays but 
a notice in the door of the gift 
shop and public beer garden 
says tersely: “Tburs suspended 
until further notice.” A few 
bulbs are burning made, but the 
brewery is silent. 

The end came in December 
last year. Pabst 's owners since 
1985, the S&P Corporation of 
California, contracted out the 


look of disgust. don’t serve 

it any more,", the server replies. 
"That company is evil'’. 

The anger extends to the 
office of the Mayor, John 
NorquisL With photographs 
behind his desk of himself 


experts , atO 2XC 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


6 They didn’t 
just kill a bunch 
of jobs at a 
brewery ... 
They killed 
afamily? 


brewing of Blue Ribbon and 
closed its Milwaukee facility. 
Almost 300 jobs were lost as 
well as the health insurance of 
700 former employers. Gone 
also was a bit of Milwaukee's 
civic soul. Wayne Watkins, a 
Pabst employee of 28 years, ex- 
plains: “They didn't just kill a 
bunch of jobs for brewery work- 
ers. They killed a family.'’ 

The feeling of betrayal is 
palpable. Straight after the 
announcement, bars across the 
city held “drink it or dump it" 
Pabst nights to exhaust their 
stocks of Blue Ribbon. Few 
establishmen is wiD serve it now. 
Even in the posh Pfister Hotel, 
a request for a Pabst earns a 


he reasons that the US, unlike 
Europe, does not practice in-: 
dustrial policies that might have 
given Pabst a prop to stay open. 
I press him, however, was he a 
Pabst drinker before? Certain- 
ly. WED he dank it now? Cer- 
tainly not.' 

Proud natives urge me, how- 
ever, to visit one of the inkxo- 
breweries that have recently 
mushroomed across the city. 
The big breweries may be leav- 
ing, they insist, but the brewing 
spirit of Milwaukee still lives. 

I am happy to comply with a 
stop at a anaoJbnw restaurant 
called Rock Bottom, on. the 
banks of the river. In the con- 
verted halls of an abandoned 
bank. Rock Bottom serves some, 
ales brewed on-site that are de- 
licious. I am puzzled, however, 
by the giant photographs on the 
walls of landscapes from the 
American West - Colorado 
peaks and sunsets in Utah. 

Rock Bottom, I discover, is 
about right This place has 
nothing to do with Milwaukee 
and its proud history of brew- 
ing! What it does. represent is 
the slow homogenisation of 
America^It is the one-fomrala- 
for-aU, shopping-mall princi- 
ple. Rode Bottom is just one 
more outlet of a company based 
in Boulder, Colorado and list- 
ed on the Nasdaq securities ex- 
change. Poor Captain PabsL 
Hew be must be spinning in his 
grave. 

David Usbome 


Irene Yau, who headed the 
information department of 
Chris Patten’s Hong Kong 
administration until yesterday, 
wiD start work today sorting out 
the rather chaotic media rela- 
tions of Tung Chee-hwa, who 
will head Hong Kong's first 
post-colonial government 1 

Announcing the appoint- 
ment yesterday, Mr Tung said 
that Mrs Yau would be of “im- 
mense value" to his office, 
which has become notorious for 
its unresponsive media rela- 
tions. 

. Mrs Yhu, a veteran govern- 
ment media official who has 
good relations with the media, 
will head a new team that large- 
ly consists of other former gov- 
ernment' information officers. 
She was due to retire, but has 
been pressed back into service. 

Mr llmg has made h clear that 
he intends to focus most of bis 
media effort on the local press. 
But he broke theice with the for- 
eign media by giymg an interview 
to CNN television. Ruiaign re- 
porters requesting interviews 
have been asked to submit any 
articles written about the new 
chief esecutfte forgetting. 

- As well ai- appointing Mrs 
Yau, M^TUnghasman ag ed to 
second Michael Soen; the Sec- 
retary^ for Home, Affairs, to 
oversee policy ^co-prdination. 
Mr Patten originally refused to 
to be 

seconded, but has relented in 
the fact of the overwhelming 
pressure from -civil servants 
Who want to join the new order. 
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Manning the lianiDdtle: A poTice officer trying to push back a' barrier broken .down by protesting miners in the government district in Bonn Photogaph: AFP 


Angry miners fail to move king Kohl 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


The bell tolled for, Helmut 
Kohl, rung by angiy mineisas 
they impaled an effigy of -the 
Chancellor on the fence outside 
his office in Bohn. “Come out, 

S :»u coward,*' screamed 10,000 
urty men, but the man .moun- 
tain remained unmoved. '■ . 

He would not let himself be 
intimidated in this way, he said, 
cancelling a facc-to-facie meet- 
ing with union leaders. The 
message was communicated to 
Hans Berger, head of the; min- 
ers' union,- and relayed to the 
demonstrators by mej^jpKone; • 
At a stroke. ihemood of the 
peaceful gathering fitrnetfUjgly. 
A group of minctshtade a dash 
upwards the chancellery," scat- 


tering the thin green line of 
diminutive traffic police Who had 
thought they had come for a pic- 
nic, A detachment of 6ft tall 
body-jxiildeis in riot gear rushed 
forward to stop the breach, 
only to be outflanked at ariotb- 
■ er barrier a hundred yards away. 

About 100 prote^ers pushed 
against the barricade and broke 
through, shattering the win- 
dow of one police van and 
trailing eggs at the officers. 
The disciplined union members 
were straining at the leash. 

; Ignoring the pleas of shop sTew- 
. ards to leave, they resolved to 
sk in the middle of the road, at 
‘ a spot lit the heart of the gov- 
ernment district where no 
demonstrator had ever trod. 

“Wfe rtay here," they chant- 
; edL “Wewani tooluhe : 


leader of the Greens. Joschka 
Fischer, to them down. Mr 
Fscher, no fan of fossil fuel him- 
self, strolled casually into the 
mel£e from' his office near by, 
and dispensed pacifist advice to 
anybody who would care to lis- 
ten. “What the chancellery has 
done is a provocation,” he said, 
“but you should not swallow the 
bah.” The miners applauded 
coal’s fiercest enemy, and even- 
tually moved away. 

Government politicians, 
meanwhile, were under siege in 
their offices, giving tbe opposi- 
tion a monopoly to milk the 
.crowd. Up popped Rudolf 
Schaiping, the Social Democ- 
rats’ parliamentary leader. “If 
Herr Kohl wifi not go to the 
people, then tbe people most go 
to him,” he intoned. That went 


down well. Union bosses had 
apparently done a deal with Mr 
Kohl to take their supporters 
home and return to Bonn alone 
for the final talks about pit clo- 
sures tomorrow. 

However, the troops who 
had been marched up the hill 
were refusing to be marched 
down again. Last night large 
numbers were insisting that 
they would stay exactly where 
they were. 

The stage is thus set for the 
ultimate confrontation between 
the conservative government 
and the vanguard of what is left 
of the German proletariat. The 
miners, who fear job losses if the 
government implements Its plan 
to halve coal subsidies, emerged 
from yesterday’s skirmish as 
the moral victors. They now 


enjoy the wholehearted - if 
only verbal - support of the 
opposition, who feel obliged to 
demonstrate solidarity by crip- 
pling the government's legisla- 
tive programme. 

The Social Democrats, who 
run the coal regions and will 
shoulder a large proportion of 
subsidies under the new regime, 
walked out of talks with Mr 
Kohl over tax reforms in protest 
at the cuts. Without their back- 
ing, he is in danger of becom- 
ing a I a me- duck chancellor for 
the rest of b is tenure. 


Bonn wraps 


Emu resolve in 


pragmatism 


Imre Karacs 
Bonn 

Yvette Cooper 


ipating currencies would be 


locked - together gradually, smi- 
th the most stable - the 


The German government nev- 
er tires of assuring the public 
that European monetary union 
will go ahead as scheduled in 
January 1999. Calling fora de- 
lay, it keeps warning its own 
friends, mi gh t become a self- 
fulfilling prophecy. 

“A debate about postpone- 
ment leads nowhere," Theo 
WhigeL the Finance Minisier, 
reiterated yesterday. Never- 
theless. that is the debate that 
Germany has got, fuelled by var- 
ious scenarios emerging from 
leakv government departments. 

f&r, while they have been as- 
suring Germans that post- 
ponement was not an option. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s aides 
have been busily planning es- 
cape routes. Version one, the 
meltdown scenario, foresees a 
day in the not-too-distam future 
when Bonn might have to can- 
cel the project. 

The result would be a leap in 
the value of the German mark, 
currently kept low by expecta- 
tions that it will gjve way to 
somewhat softer money. Other 
currencies, notably the lira, 
would no longer be held afloat 
by the mark, and would collapse. 

While speculators would dou- 
ble their fortunes overnight, 
there would be a political fallout. 
Several European countries that 
have worked hard for years to 
come up to German standards, 
would tightly blame Germany for 
ruining their economies. 

To avert this catastrophe, 
German officials have devised 
what they think is a wonderful 
compromise; monetary union 
would start on 1 January 1999 
as scheduled, but “only on pa- 
per”. Exchange rates of partic- 


ing with 

mark. French franc. Austrian 
schilling and Dutch guilder - 
and bringing in the other coun- 
tries as they make the grade. 

For the first year, therefore, 
the European Central Bank 
would only pretend to set in- 
terest rates and monetary tar- 
gets across the core group. Its 
real work would begin a year 



ating on schedule but the deci- 
sion about which countries arc 
members would be delayed. 

Eric Fishwick of Nikko Eu- 
rope said; "It is even possible 
that other countries could go 
ahead without Germany, so long 
as Germany is committed to 
joining pretty quickly. The Ger- 
mans might see that as a belter 
alternative to fudging the Maas- 
tricht criteria given die symbol- 
ic significance attached to (he 
criteria in Germany now." 

But James Mitchell of 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
said: “Germany is seen as the 
anchor of Europe. Emu can't go 
ahead without Germany." 
However, public debate in 


Germany has taken “a pro- 


Theo Waigel: ‘Debate about 
delay leads nowhere' 


later than planned, in 2000. The 
beauty of this arrangement is 
that it would give the likes of 
Italy and Spain an extra 12 
months to put their houses in 
order. The delay would be jus- 
tified by commercial interests: 
Shops have long been com- 
plaining that the current tran- 
sitional period, during which 
they will have to juggle two cur- 
rencies, is too long. 

The final deadline of January 
2002. when the euro is set to re- 
place national currencies, would 
still be kept. There would, 
therefore, be no postponement, 
as Mr Kohl might well be ar- 
guing this time next year. Emu 
institutions could begin oper* 


nounced anti -Emu turn,” ac- 
cording to the Director of the 
Bonn based Centre for Euro- 
pean Integration Research. 
Speaking in London yesterday 
to a meeting organised by the 
Centre for European Policy 
Research. Jurgen von Hagen 
said: “EMU has never been 
popular in Germany. The move 
towards a single currency relied 
on two assumptions: that Ger- 
many would make the Maas- 
tricht criteria and that the 
German government could per- 
suade the public to give up the 
Deutschmark. Both assump- 
tions are now in doubt.” 

Mr von Hagen said that only 
8 per cent of the German pop- 
ulation believed there would be 
economic benefits from joining 
a single currency . However, 
the Kohl government had, he 
said, been extremely successful 
in equaling monetary union 
and European integration. He 
said: “There is a long tradition 
in Germany: you can be any- 
thing. but you can’t be against 
European integration. That is 
sacrosanct." 




Nato^rtwyth to cost £20bn 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Britain will have to pay about 
£200m a year as its share of 
funding Nato's expansion ipto 
central and eastern Europe, 
according to researchers. The 
British-American Security In- 
formation Council (Basic), a 
non-governmental organisa- 
tion. said its estimate was based 
on figures supplied by the Clin- 
ton administration to Congress 
in a report last month. : 

It was one of ihe fira efforts 
at cal culating ' the financial cost 
of Nato enlargement to Britain, 
traditional]}' cipe of the main 
paymasters of the affiance. “The 
question . for Ken Clarke and 
Gordon Brown is, wilbtne 
£2flbra a year fbr’Nato expan- 
s ion be paid for by cutting oth- 
er defence. items, fey cutting 
domestic spending .or .by in- 


creasing public borrowing?” 
Daniel Plesch, Basic’s director, 

' said. . ' ; 

Concern about the financial 
and diplomatic costs of Nato 
enlargement has risen in the 
United .States and Western 
Europe since the alliance an- 
nounced last year that it was set- 
ting a target date .of 1999 for 
embracing new members. One 
. of this century’s most highly re- 
spected US diplomats, George 
Kennan, has questioned the 
jneed for .enlargement, as have 
an increasing number of cora- 
' mentaries in influential US and 
German newspapers. 

The Clinton administration 
report to Congress indicated 
that the Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary, Poland and perhaps Slove- 
nia were expected fo- become 
Nato’s newest members. It es- 
timated the cost of expansion at 
£27bn-$35bn (£16.9bn-£2L9bn)' 


over a 13-year period lasting 
until 2009. 

Out of this figure. Nato’s Eu- 
ropean members and Canada 
would be expected to pay 
Sl2-5bn-S155bn, with the US 
and the new member-states pick- 
ing up the difference. According 
to Basic, Britain's individual 
contribution over the next 13 
years would be S3.24bn-S*l.02bn 
- a figure derived from the fact 
that, after excluding the US con- 
tribution. Britain paid 215.93 per 
cent of Nato’s budget in 1994. 

Based on an exchange rate of 
SI j0 to the pound, the cost to 
Britain over 13 years would 
therefore be £166m-£206m a 
year. If the present exchange 
rate of $1.60 to tbe pound is 
used, the bill falls to an annu- 
al £156m-£193m. 

Some of the main costs as- 
sociated with Nato enlargement 
are. those of making the com- 


mand-and-control and commu- 
nications systems of new mem- 
ber-states compatible with those 
of existing members. Military 
strategists say it will also be nec- 
essary to upgrade the equipment 
of new members, especially that 
of their ground forces. 

Despite such costs, the al- 
liance’s official line, spelled out 
in Washington last Monday by 
Malcolm Rifldnd, is that Europe 
will be far worse off if Nato fails 
to expand eastwards. “We 
would have a line down the mid- 
dle of Europe, just like the Iron 
Curtain ... Instead, we should 
be doing away with the division 
of Europe forever,” the Foreign 
Secretary said. 

He warned that, unless Nato 
absorbed new members, “local 
and regional alliances would 
spring up, in a frightening fac- 
simile of pre-Second World War 
Europe". 
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Yeltsin clears decks 
for cabinet reshuffle 


PhD Reeves 

Moscow 

Boris Yeltsin has demanded 
that all but the top two men in 
his government should resign as 
a forerunner to a cabinet shake- 
up with which he intends firm- 
ly to re impose his personal 
authority after months of Alness. 

Dozens of ministers and oth- 
er top officials were yesterday 
ordered by presidential decree 
to give in their notice to clear 
the way for the announcement 
of a new cabinet, which is ex- 
pected by tbe end of the week. 

The overhaul follows Mr 
Yeltsin's body disputed decision 
to appoint his unpopular chief- 
of-sraff. Anatoly Chubais, as 
number two in the government 
under the premier. Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. The political 
complexion of the new govern- 
ment was unclear yesterday, 
although - to the delight of the 
West - Mr Yeltsin said that he 
intends to press ahead moves to- 
wards a free market economy. 

Yesterday’s decree exempted 
Mr Chernomyrdin and Mr 
Chubais who axe now running 
the government in harness with 
Mr Yeltsin, giving rise to spec- 
ulation that Russia is on a more 
libera] tack. Some incumbents 
seem certain to be kept on - 
notably. Yegcny Primakov, the 
Foreign Minister, who has been 
spearheading resistance to Nato 
expansion. 

The Kremlin has been eyeing 
Russia's biggest liberal party. 










The chosen: Viktor Chemomyn fln (left) and Anatoly Chubais 


Yabloko. although its leader. 
Grigory Yavlinsky, has been 
fiercely critical of Mr Yeltsin and 
will drive a tough bargain. 

The shake-up is evidence 
that Mr Yeltsin is determined 
to impose his stamp of author- 
ity after eight months in which 
he was sidelined by ill-health, 
leaving policy in the hands of Mr 
Chubais, the president's daugh- 
ter, Thtyana, and a coalition of 
banking interests. 

But it also indicated (hat Mr 
Yeltsin has all but abandoned 
the politics of consensus. While 
be was ailing. Mr Cherno- 
myrdin built bridges with tbe 
Communists and nationalists 
who dominate tbe State Duma, 
knowing the Kremlin might 
have to strike a deal with them 
if the president left office. But 
the majority of parliament de- 
spises Mr Chubais, and his ap- 


pointment is a sign that Mr 
Yeltsin is no longer interested 
in peace-making. 

Yesterday Valentin Yuma- 
shev, the journalist who ghost- 
wrote Mr Yeltsin’s first 
autobiography. Against The 
Crain , was appointed to replace 
Mr Chubais as chief-of-staff to 
the president. But most eyes 
were cm Mr Chubais's new role. 

There appears to be a broad 
consensus among Western in- 
stitutions that the arrival of 
the 41 -year-old St Petersburg in- 
tellectual back in government 
indicates that Russia's political 
pendulum has swung back to- 
wards free -market reforms and 
tight fiscal policies. Mr Yeltsin 
is generally thought to have 
strayed from tbe path at times 
last year in an attempt to 
appease nationalist and anti- 
Western sentiment before the 


presidential elections. But such 
a conclusion is premature. Al- 
though Mr Chubais is a liberal 
economist, he is also a bard- 
headed pragmatist with a rep- 
utation for nithlessness and 
with strong links with Russia's 
banking interests. Moreover, 
Mr Yeltsin's strategy usually has 
much more to do with main' 
taining power than ideology. As 
a result, government has zig- 
zagged along, veering from pol- 
icy to policy as expediency - 
dictates. 

This year. Mr Yeltsin has no 
election to worry about, so be 
may try to be more consistent. 
This will be difficult. In his ad- 
dress to parliament last week he 
outlined an agenda which 
included overhauling the tax 
code, pensions, the budget, bous- 
ing subsidies, natural monopo- 
lies, and the military. But there 
are practical obstacles - from 
overwhelming red tape and cor- 
ruption to powerful lobbies who 
have got rich quick in the new 
Russia, and will resist anything 
that threatens their interests. 

Moreover, election or not, he 
would be unwise to ignore the 
groundsweli of resentment 
caused by Russia’s economic 
disarray. This has deepened 
with the news of Mr Chubais' 
appointment. He is loathed for 
his role in Russia’s huge pri- 
vatisation programme between 
1992 and 1994, which many 
complain handed state assets 
over to a chosen few, at the 
expense of the population. 
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Britons urged to flee 
unrest in Albania 
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The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP seeks to avoid 
investment in companies that harm peopie,wBdlife or our world. 




Instead, it seeks to invest in 
companies that deliver positive benefits to society. 


WOULDN’T YOU 
RATHER HAVE PROFIT 
WITH PRINCIPLES? 


Agencies — The Foreign Office 
yesterday urged all British 
nationals to leave Albania, as 
the rebellion spread to the 
north of the country. 

In a message broadcast on the 
BBC World Service, the Foreign 
Office said the longer the delay, 

1 tbe more difficult and dangerous 
any departure might become. 
Eighty to 100 British nationals 
are believed to be working in 
northern Albania, away from the 
serious troubles in the sooth, 
where security has worsened. 

“AU British nationals should 
tell the British Embassy in 
Tirana what they intend to do,” 
the Foreign Office said. "At the 
moment, most commercial air- 
lines and ferry companies are 
operating normally, but this 
may change." 

It urged all British nationals 
to leave Albania “by the first 
available commercial means." 
The list of those in Albania 
included journalists, aid work- 
ers, businessmen and “one or 
two intrepid tourists". 


The British charity Children 
in Distress, which operates a 
children’s hospital in Saranda. 
southern Albania, said that it 
had withdrawn all British and 
Irish staff The hospital now has 
no children left in its wards. 

Albania’s president, Sali 
Berisba, said yesterday that he 
had appointed a new prime 
minister. Bashkim Fino, an 
economist from the southern 
town of Gjirokaster and a 
member of the main opposition 
Socialist Ruty, replaces Alek- 
sander Meksi, a member of the 
ruling Democratic Party, who 
resigned last month as the 
unrest erupted. 

The appointment of a mem- 
ber of the Socialist Phrty lo the 
premiership was seen as a con- 
cession to the opposition, al- 
though they have little or no 
influence over the highly-lo- 
calised rebel groups in the south. 

Mr Berisha told Italy that a 
new government would be 
formed within 24 hours, the 
Italian Foreign Ministry said. 


The president. His . ruling 
Democratic Party and nine op- 
position parties signed an ac- 
cord at the weekend to establish 
a national unity government and 
hold early elections by June in 
an attempt to find apolitical so- 
lution to the insurrection. 

Political parries in Tirana 


met posts evenly between the 
Democratic Party and the 
opposition. However, the two 
sides have been deadlocked on 
who gets the key portfolios, 
political sources said 

The country’s armed unrest 
spread from tbe south yesterday, 
with residents of a major town 
north of Tirana saving insur- 
gents there have raided a mili- 
tary base and carted away 
weapons and ammunition. 

A man identifying himself as 
the mayor of Bajram Cum said 
in a telephone call that insur- 
gents took “a lot" of arras and 
munitions from the base in the 
town, 135 miles north of the 
capital, ra a morning raid 


Public takes revenge as stun 
belt shocks convicts into line 




The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP 
aims to invest in companies that make a 
positive contribution to the world we live in. 

And to avoid companies whose business 
practices could be harmful to the planet and 
its people. 

Yet this needn’t mean avoiding a 
decent profit. 

Over the past 5 years. Stewardship has 
out-performed the average return for all unit 
trusts, ethical or not* 

Just the kind of performance you would 
expect from Friends Provident, the UK's 
leading ethical investment company, 
which manages around £700 million of 
ethical investments. 
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Profit - Tax Free 

Five yeartetupns out-perform the 
average for aH unit trusts.* 


Get on the Blue Line now, direct to 
Friends Provident 

The Blue Line is the fast no-hassle way 
to get the information you need about this 
product over the phone to help you make 
an informed decision. 

You'll deal with friendly qualified 
people who will talk to you in clear 


straightforward language. 

Call 0800 00 00 80 now, or contact 
your financial adviser, and you’ll find that 
your principles needn't stop you making 
a profit. 

7hs pk:s outfits of profit 
wzlft psistcaplss 

= Proven track record with good growth 
prospects. 

c All profits are tax-free. 

■= Invest a lump sum (minimum £1 .000) or 
monthly payments of £50 or more, 
e Managed by the UK’s leading ethical 
investment company. 

= Investment in successful companies 
which are helping rather than harming 
the world. 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

America's passion for marrying 
punishment and high technol- 
ogy knows few bounds. The 
death penalty bas been em- 
bellished with the gas chamber, 
tbe electric chair and most re- 
cently, lethal injections. Now 
comes another new variation on 
an old theme: the electrically 
controlled chain gang. 

After a 30-year interval, 
shackled gangs of convicts have 
lately reappeared on the pub- 
lic highways or stone quarries 
of half a dozen US states - sop 


to an angry public’s insistence 
that criminals are not only pun- 
ished, but are visibly humiliated 
as welL Hitherto, however, pris- 
oners have been chained in the 
traditional way, either to each 
other, or individually by the an- 
kles with a chain too short to al- 
low them to run. Armed guards 
make sure the men do not fight 
or attempt to escape. 

Soon, however, this tech- 
nology may be obsolete. Start- 
ing next month, the prison 
authorities in Queen Anne's 
county, Maryland, 50 miles east 
of Washington, may send oat 
chain gangs controlled not by 
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We're here to take your call 8 to 8 Weekdays. 1 0 to 4 weekends. 

FRIENDS ^PROVIDENT 

FRENOS PRCWBENT TIC BLUE UNE LWnH)B A RB^RESSnHnVECmaFTWFFnBCS PROVOBWT MAfWETWG GROUP UWCHEtmjlArHJBV WE PERSONAL 
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W5T PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A QUDE TO THE FUTURE. HAL TERMS AND COMDUICNS ARE AVAILABLE OH REQUEST. TAX LECBSLfflTtON MW CHANGE. 
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YOUR CALL MOT 3E RECORDED FOR SECURITY. 
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IMPOTENCE 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
PREMATURE EJACULATION 
PENILE SIZE PROBLEMS 
INABILITY TO MAINTAIN ERECTION 
SORENESS, IRRITATION, SENSITIVITY. 
FLAGGING SEX DRIVE? 

POOR TECHNIQUE 


The facts speak for themselves, any adult male can become 
i mpoten t at any age and for many reasons, stress, anxiety, 
depression, diabetes and illness can ah cause impotency and 
premature ejaculation. 

At the Harley Street Wellman Clinic we specialise in tre a ting 
these problems in a discreet and understanding atmosphere, 
our consultants are here to help you with proven 
medical techniques. 


FREE CONSULT A') ION 


metal fetters but a fearsome de- 
vice called a stun belt, that 
leaves its victims writhing on the 
ground in agony. 

Fitted to individual prisoners, 
the belt comes with two prongs 
and a battery. From 100 yards 
away a guard merely bas to push 
a button to send a 50.000 volt 
surge for up Lo eight seconds 
through a prisoner’s body. A 
very low amperage means the 
charge is not fatal. But it inca- 
pacitates for up to 10 minutes, 
completely overriding the 
neuro-muscular system and 
causing loss of control of blad- 
der and bowels. 

Sum Tech Inc, the Cleveland 
. firm which makes them, has al- 
ready sold L 100 belts to prisons 
and the federal marshals service, 
and so dreaded are they by pris- 
oners that they have been acti- 
vated on only 14 of the 30,000 
occasions they have been worn. 

Amnesty International and 

tried to have the beltsbanned 
as “cruel, degrading and inhu- 
man” and possible instruments 
of torture, but in vain. Not only 
do stun belts work, they also save 
’money. Though they cost $600 
to $700 (£375-437) apiece, the 
reduced need for guards more 
than recoups that outlay. 


0171 580 303 : 


HARLEY STREET WELLMAN CLINIC 

57 HARLEY STREET, LONDON W.L 


JOIN NOW FROM 
JUST £39 
12 

0800 444 445 
B2 T& 
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Mask of uniformity: Green Party deputies - masked to give them Identical appearance - sitln protest at the European 
Parliament, in Strasbourg, during a debate on cloning experiments yesterday Photograph: Christian Lutz/AP 
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Rf^yeajsago today, a conflict 
uiai bad been rumbling' for 
years turned into a full-scale 
war B ut this was not a normal 
confrontation: this was the Cold 
»rar, the ideological, military 
and political divide that domi- 
nated the second half of the 
20th century. 

It fell to President Harry S 
Truman to launch the US re- 
sponse to Soviet expansio nism, 
after two years of growing ten- 
sions. He announced Washing- 
ton would “support free people 
who are resisting attempted 
subjugation by armed minorities 
or by outside pressures". The 
implications were huge: the US 
would abrogate the isolationism 
that had governed its foreign 
policy before the Second World 
War, and into which it had 
started to retreat; and it would 
join in a global conflict with the 
Soviet Union. “I would not 
tmimmend it except that the al- 
ternative k much more serious," 
said the president. 

Truman's rallying cry led to 
Marshall aid, the huge pro- 
gramme of economic assistance 
to Europe; to the formation of 
the North Atlantic Beaty Or- 
ganisation in 1949, the defence 
pact that linked America to Eu- 
rope; and the return of US 
troops to Europe. 

None of this was a foregone 
conclusion in 1947. After the 
Second World W&r ended, there 
bad been a period of uncertainly 
between the West and the So- 
viet Union, which had been, 
after all, a wartime ally. Amer- 
ica tried a variety of approach- 
es, but Russia was aggressively 
promoting communism in East- 
ern Europe and a confrontation 
was building up. 

Truman’s words were to 
some extent prompted by 
Britain, then a major power. 
Britain had been providing mil- 
itary and economic assistance to 
Greece and Turkey, both threat- 
ened (in the view of the West) 
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fn the first of a 
series of articles 
Andrew Marshall 
looks back fifty 
years to Truman 

by Communist subversion: But 
the disastrous winter of 1946*47 
and Britain's economic col- 
lapse led it to withdraw this in 
early 1947. America was step- 
ping in to fill the gap left by 
Britain, an event repeated many 
times over the following 
decades 

The underpinnings .for a 
tougher stance had already 
been laid by diplomats in 
Mbsoow who believed the So- 
viet Union could not be re- 
strained in conventional 
diplomatic ways. George Ken- 
nan of the State Department, 
and Sir Rank Roberts, Britain’s 
ambassador in Moscow, had 
both written long analyses of the 
situation, and reached similar 
conclusions. The result was 
the policy of containment, 
which the West maintained for 
40 years. 

The Cold Wiris end has left 
a security vacuum in Europe. 
Nato is hying to fill it by ex- 
panding; Russia resists and 
warns of a new Cold War. Some 
in foe West are warning that the 
new threat is China, or Islam. 
But no great issue has emerged 
to replicate foe global struggle 
between West and East 
The instffiitiohs that flowed 
from Truman's speech, US 
forces in Europe and foe 
transatlantic alliance, are still ■ 
there, but for how much longer? 
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Exasperation: A US newspaper cartoon from the late 1940s illustrates the US block on Soviet expansionism 
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China connection snags CIA chief 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

President Bill Clinton’s former na- 
tional security adviser, Anthony 
Lake, yesterday finally embarked on 
his bitterly contested and much de- 
layed Senate confirmation hearings 
to be head of the Central Intelligence 
Agency - only to become foe newest 
feature act in the great campaign 
fundraising scandal which currently 
grips Washington. 

From the outset, Mr Lake's path 
to the CIA directorship has been 
strewn with boulders, ranging from 
foe personal animosity of Richard 
Shelby, the Alabama Republican 
who heads the Intelligence Com- 
mittee, to charges he raided Congress 
on allowing Iranian aid to the Bosn- 
ian Muslims in 1994. 

But these objections may pale be- 
side quesuoning of Mr Lake over his 


handling of - or his failure to han- 
dle -the “China connection", and the 
warnings voiced by foe FBI that 
Peking, directly or indirectly, was hy- 
ing to channel money to the Qinton/- 
Gore re-election campaign and 
various Congressional races in 1996. 

That controversy reached fever- 

E 'tch oo Monday when the White 
ouse and the FBI dashed publidy 
over accusations foal the bureau bad 
informed foe White House of its sus- 
picions. but instructed officials on the 
National Security Council, chaired by 
Mr Lake, that foe President not be 
told. “The President should know," 
Mr Clinton dedared - only for the 
FBI to issue an astonishing public 
statement contradicting him, and in- 
sisting it had placed no restrictions 
on who should be informed of what 
China might be up to. 

But even if Mr Lake is certain of 
a grilling during his scheduled six days 


testimony, the fact foat foe hearings 
are even taking place is a notable vic- 
tory. For two months Mr Shelby 
blocked them, hoping he would 
force Mr Clinton to withdraw foe 
nomination. In the end, however, the 
Alabama Senator had to yield as sev- 
eral Republicans as well as Democ- 
rats insisted Mr Lake should have foe 
chance to plead his case. 

Indeed, barring major surprises, he 
should be confirmed. Two of the 11 
Republicans on foe 20-strong com- 
mittee have already said they would 
support him, ensuring a majority, and 
the full Senate should follow suit. 

If he does win the job. Mr Lake 
would be foe agency's fifth director 
in as many turbulent years, a period 
which saw the devastating Ames af- 
fair, charges that it discriminated 
against women, and growing doubt 
on Capitol Hill whether posl-CoId 
War America needs a CIA at all. 


The needs of the CIA. on the oth- 
er hand, could not be clearer: strong, 
steady and stable leadership to re- 
store battered morale and prestige, 
and a director who understands the 
world of intelligence and has un- 
questioned access to. and influence 
on, the President. 

On the last two counts at least, Mr 
Lake qualifies without argument. Dis- 
creet as a spymaster should he. he was 
probably Mr Clinton's closest foreign 
polity adviser during his first term. 

The more valid objections are 
different - that Mr Lake's past in- 
volvement with policy-making render 
him incapable of providing foe ob- 
jective and sometimes unwelcome in- 
formation and analysis to the While 
House foat is foe CIAs prime task, 
and that he lacks the management 
experience of running-foe unwieldy 
$30bh bureaucracy wfiich isthe US 
intelligence establishment. 


Post-KGB 
spies keep 
the old 
flag flying 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow 

It is smaller and more discreet than in its Cold 
Wu- hey-day. but Russia’s replacement for the 
KGB. broken up in 1991, is still very much 
in business, and has an estimated lens of thou- 
sands of employees lo prove it. 

Nor does il make much secret of that fact. 
Only a few months ago. Nikolai Kovalyov, head 
of the Federal Security Service, boasted that 
the service was monitoring 400 foreign spies 
and 39 locally recruited Russian spies. 

The agentty, known as the FSB. has an e.v 
Limated 75.0UU employees which, though small 
when compared with the network of the KGB 
of 400.000 agents in the mid-Eighlies. is still 

- a considerable force, and one which includes 
elite armed forces. 

Still based at the Lubyunka in central 
Moscow, the security services play a dimin- 
ished role in the daily life of most Russians, 
and have switched their focus to embrace the 
conditions in post-Soviet Russia - for instance, 
foe mafia, new technology, weapons-smug- 
gling and industrial espionage. Yet. particu- 
larly in more -backward regions, they remain 
powerful and occasionally intrusive. 

In the past few years, there have been in- 
creasing warnings that -despite hefty budget 
and staff cuts - the Russian security services 
are regaining their strength. The head oi'Ger- 
many'scoumer-intelliaence service. Hasjocrg 
Geiger, last year accused Russia of espionage 
of Cold War proportions, claiming foat KGB- 
type spies were working under the guise of 
businessmen. And British parliamentary com- 
mittees have, on several occasions, com- 
plained about an increase in Russian spying. 
Last month MPs warned of foe risk that Rus- 
sians would infiltrate the security services by 
preying on impoverished agents. 

The'FSB has. however, also suffered some 
major setbacks, particularly in Chechnya. The 
security services ran foe war and eventually 
suffered foe humiliation of seeing Moscow's 
troops withdraw. 

Its influence on the Kremlin - once huge 

- has fallen off with foe ousting of several 
handlinegenerais. Last month. Boris Yeltsin, 
the Russian President, fired foe FSB's deputy 
director Colonel General Vasfly Trofimov. ac- 
cusing him of financial irregularities. He was 
reportedly involved in an investigation into 
a scandal in which two of the President's cam- 
paign officials were caught leaving the White 
House with S50U.00U ( £312.000 J, just before 


paign officials were caught leaving the While 
House with S5OO.O0O ( £312.000 j, just before 
last year's presidential election. 

Shortly before (bat sacking came news foul 
two FSB officers had been detained for sus- 
pected drug trafficking. Even last year's spy- 
ing row with Britain was far from an outright 
triumph For the service; it had wanted nine 
British expulsions, but - under pressure from 
foe Russian Foreign Ministry ~ settled for four. 
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savings account 
measure up? 
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Are your savings earning the rate they deserve? 
Prime 90 has some of the most attractive rates 
currently available for a branch based notice 
account Take a look at the table and you'li see 
just how much higher our rates are. 

What's more, with its tiered interest rates, when 
your investment reaches the next tier your money 
will automatically earn interest at the new, 
higher rate. 

Whether you're investing a large or small amount 
Prime 90 is an ideal home for your money. 

Easy Access 
You can withdraw 
your money with 
90 days' notice 
or immediately with 
90 days' loss of 
interest on just the 
amount withdrawn. 








Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we never 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even If you're overdrawn. And all our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft up to £250 
- also free of any fees. So compared to other high street 
bank accounts you're better oft with First Direct from day 
one. We’re a member of the HSBC Group which is one of the 
Largest banking and financial services organisations in the 
world, and in the cowse of a year you'll find we offer more 
cost effective current account banking. And the service we 
provide means you benefit in many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


Wq provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days ( and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there’s a telephone, in your home, office 




Personal and professional service 


Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have all 
they need at their fingertips to deaf with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
First Direct Card. This allows you 
— to withdraw up to £500 a day 
_ " ■ from over 11,500 cash machines 
around the UK. including those 
of Midland, it also guarantees 
■SIP*!* cheques for £100 and includes the 
Switch payment facility. 


Why pay to | 
bank wheti 1 
First Direct! 
is free? 




Moreover, once a 
year, you can make 
one penalty -free withdrawal of up to 10% of 
your balance. . 

Apply today 

To take advantage of Prime 90's interest rates, visit 
your local branch of Alliance & Leicester today. 
For details of your nearest branch call 0800 412 214. 


■_ ALLIANCE 
m LEICESTER 


So is paying biffs 


Our service includes a free bill payment service. Simply call, tell us 
who to pay, how much and when, and we do it. This means you can 
arrange to pay all your bills at tha most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise it 



A full banking service with more benefits I If you’re paying more are you with the right bank?i 



Lloyds NatWest Barclays First Direct 
Classic Current Bank Cheque’! 

Plus Account Account .. 
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AsweO as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Taka saving; our rates 
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account So your money is always working hard without the 
need for you to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - 87%* of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues In the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we make it easy. Easy to open a First Direct account, then easy 
to arrange for your salary to be paid in and easy for all your standing 
orders and tirect debits to be transferred to your account And it's 
easy (and free) to find out more right now. Can us on 0800 24 24 24 
or complete the coupon. 


0800 


Call free or complete the coupon and post to: 

■ First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/l\te orTffle 
Surname 
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obituaries / gazette 

Jean Dreville 


Artists who refuse to be cate- 
gorised are usually the most 
interesting, though they pay 
for their independence by a cer- 
tain public and especially pro- 
fessional benign neglect* Such 
was the Cereely individual na- 
ture of a fine film director. Jean 
Dreville. whose utter unique- 
ness in the world of French cin- 
ema is equalled only by that of 
Robert Brasson. 

Perhaps his uncompromising 
character was the result of hav- 
ing escaped the rigours of for- 
mal French education: he was 
a sensitive child, and his sym- 
pathetic father. Alexandre, a 
mining engineer but also a poet 
and journalist, allowed him to 
have private lessons at home. As 
a youth he was interested in art 
and photography, and he began 
his working life' as a draughts- 
man, poster designer and pho- 
tographer. His father also 
introduced him to the profes- 
sion of journalism, and in the 
early Twenties Jean Dreville 
founded three reviews of the 
cinematic art. of which Cinc- 
graphie (1925-27). a coun- 
terblast to the triviality of Cine 
pour tous, became the first se- 
rious magazine of the cinema, 
not only in France, but in 
Europe and the world. 

In a rare 1976 interview. 
Dnhille describes the problems 
of eariy movie appreciation: 

In the Twenties, people were at- 
tracted by a fiJm'v title or tw a 
favourite actor. The director was of 
no importance to the eeneral public 
even great artists like fritz Lang were 
not aedited on posters or in reviews, 
that just outlined the store. Only Ce- 
cil U. DcMille t"Cecif Billet de 
Millc") and a few other movie ty- 
coons were granted that privilege- But 
the critics in those day* felt they had 
a duty to educate the publicl and 
introduced technical terms like fan-- 
tiling [tracking shot], "subject He 
cinema'* and jondu-enchiiine (Jap- 
dHsoH'e or cross-fade), or embused 
about the first uses of (lash-back. 


Through such informative review, 
the general public began to recognise 
and respect the role of directors tike 
Abel Gance, Marcel LHertiier and 
the young Rene Clair. 

Among the contributors to 
Cinegmp/iie were Alberto Cav- 
alcanti, Edmond Grevilie. Hen- 
ri Chomeue - the pseudonym 
of Rene Clairs younger broth- 
er. less well-known, so in- 
evitably nicknamed by Dreville 
"Clair Obscur*. The great Sur- 
realist poet Robert Desnos fol- 
lowed Dreville’s example, 
writing brilliant innovatory film 
criticism for a wide range of 
newspapers until his deporta- 
tion and death in 1944. In- 
deed, nearly all the Surrealists 
were influenced by Dreville 
and created epoch-making 
short films and texts that used 
cinematic techniques of cutting 
and distortion. 

Jean Drdville began his cin- 
ematic career by making shorts, 
including the first dncmnentaiy 
about the making of a film: 
the 1928 Auiour tie l' argent. 
which followed the day-by-day 
creation of Marcel LHerbier's 
LArgcnt (1929). During the 
Thirties, he made a string of 
successful comedies including 
Touche-a-tout, whose title Dre- 
ville used as a sly reference to 
himself - Jack of Ail Trades: 
and, one might add. Master of 
All. 

In the late Thirties films 
about Russia were popular, 
with their appeal to the Front 
Populaire, and Dreville cashed 
in with Troika stir la piste blanche 
(1937) and fruits blanches de St 
Pctersbourg (1938). In the same 
year, he shot a remake of Ray- 
mond Bernard's 1927 silent 
feature Lc Joitcur d'cchecs 
{“The Chess Player"): Bernard 
was one of the directors he had 
praised in Cinvgpiphic, 

During the Second World 
War and in the immediate post- 


war period. Dofvilie turned to 
more realist themes, and to war 
films. Nineteen forty-two saw 
the success of Les Affaires sons 
les affaires ("Business is Busi- 
ness"), a slyly ironic comedy 
about wartime profiteering. In 
1<M5 appeared La Fcrmedupcn- 
du with Arletty— one of the ear- 
ly films noirs. La Bataiile de I’cau 
lourde (“The Heavy Water Bat- 
tle”) was a smash hit in 1948, a 
spy thriller set in occupied Nor- 
way in documentary style, about 
the Allied attempts to wipe 
out a Nazi heavy-water factory'- 
ll is one of Dreville's most per- 
fect films, later made into The 
Heroes of Telemark (1965") by 
Anthony Mann, with its su- 
perb location shots ruined by an 
insipid Hollywood “love inter- 
est". These realistic composi- 
tions led Dreville to produce 
some fine aviation spectaculars 
like Escale a Orly (1953) and 
Nannandie-Niemen (I960). 

But there was always a lighter 
vein of music and laughter, es- 
pecially after Drdville’s collab- 
oration with the popular singer, 
lyricist and actor Noel-Noel, 
with whom he made La Cage 
aux rpssignols (“Cage of 
Nightingales” 1945) and above 
al l Les Cassc-pieds (“Tiresome 
Types”, 1948), a typically sar- 
castic squib about the boredoms 
of life in high society. It won the 
Prix Louis-Deliuc and the 
Grand Prix du Cinema Fraivpus. 

Dreville had always been a 
fan of Abel Gance, whose 
Napoleon he reviewed in 1927. 
He too made a magnificent ex- 
cursion into historical films, in 
La Reine Margot (1954) with 
Jeanne Moreau, still a young 
staxlcL as Marguerite de Valois 
and the unforgettable Franco ise 
Rosay as Catherine de Medicis. 
D umas ' novel has a very turgid 
ploL but Dreville slices through 
the opacities with crisp wit. 
sharp, cutting and irreverent 



Uncompromising: Draville, left, with Camllte de Morflwn (the tflm’s director) and the actress Ren6e 
tfefler making Roamanfe, terra d'amour, 1930 Photograph: Kevin Brown kw Collection 


portraits of royalty worthy of 
Goya. Margo L said by Mon- 
taigne and Branidme to have 
been the most beautiful woman 
of her time, has some nude 
scenes: we do not. alas, see 
Jeanne Moreau in these, but a 
quite satisfactoiy stand-in. 

Hie French television Canal 
Pius had the nerve to re-issue 
this masterpiece in the same 
week. May 1994, when Patrice 


Chereau's inflated mega-project 
of the some tide, with a sulky Is- 
abelle Adjani, knocked the 
French public dead with bore- 
dom. Forty years on, the more 
modest resources of Jean 
Dreville and a fine cast of sup- 
porting actors, including Darnel 
Ceccaldi as a sissy Due d' Anjou 
and an already over-acting, gri- 
macing Luis de Fun&s as Rene 
achieved a superb piece of au- 


thentic historical reconstruc- 
tion. Jean DrdviUe, the ne- 
glected independent, won the 
encounter hands down. 

James Shrimp 


Jean Drtville, film director bom 
Viay-sur-Seme, France 20 Sep- 
tember 1906; married secondly 
I960 Vervnique Deschamps (one 
daughter); died Vallangoujard 5 
March 1997. 


Wilf Wooller 


Wilf Wooller was a sportsman 
ptir excellence who displayed, 
on and off the field of play, a 
combative spirit shot through 
with self-belief. An all-rounder, 
he was capped 18 times for 
Wales at rugby. He captained 
Glamorgan County Cricket Club 
for more than a d’ccade. played 
soccer briefly for Cardiff Gty and 
represented Wales at squash. 

During the 1960s and 1970s 
his uncompromising support 
for keeping sporting links with 
South Africa when apartheid 
was at its most intense sat un- 
easily with Wales's tolerant cul- 
ture -a culture made real by the 
rich ethnic mix of African. So- 
mali and Chinese communities 
in Cardiff s docklands. Yet. rn 
print and on the air. he never 
wavered in prcipounding a point 
of view some felt gave aid and 
comfort to an enemy. 

Wooller was a man of charm 
and a man of arrogance. He was 



Wooller: outspoken 

bom at Rhos-on-Sea on the 
North Wiles coast and attend- 
ed Llandudno County' School 
and Rydal School, one of 
Wales's* few public schools, 
where a shrewd rugby coach 
switched him from ine pack to 
the back division. At Cam- 
bridge he took a degree in An- 


throploogy and won three rug- 
by Blues in 1933 to 1935 and 
cricket Blues in 1935 and 1936. 

He was a key member of 
Whies's three-quarter line, mak- 
ing his debut in 1933 when his 
country won at Twickenham 
for the first time in more than 
20 years. He captained Wales in 
the 1939 dash with “the old en- 
emy” when Whies won by a soli- 
tary try. His role in Wales’s 13-12 
victory - over New Zealand in 
1935 was decisive; injury had re- 
duced Wales to 14 - no re- 
placements were permitted in 
those days -but his shrewd kick- 
ing led to two tries that sealed 
an historic victory. 

On the cricket field he swung 
the ball worryingly. batted tena- 
dously and excelled as a close 
fielder al a time when protec- 
tive gear was almost non- 
existent. He first took the field 
for Glamorgan in 1938 and 
played his last match for the 


countv 24 years later. He cap- 
tained the side from 1947 to 
1960, with 1948 a golden year 
when Glamorgan won the 
County Championship for the 
first time. He became secretary 
of Glamorgan County Cricket 
Club in 1961 and was elected 
president 30 years later. Al- 
though never called up for ser- 
vice with England he was a Tfesf 
selector from 1955 to 1961. 

There was a brief flirtation 
with tire round ball game as cen- 
tre forward with Cardiff City in 
1939 and he played squash for 
the national team. 

At the start of the Second 
World War, together with 
friends from Cardiff s rugby 
fraternity, he enlisted as a gun- 
ner with the 77th Heavy Anti- 
Aircraft RegimenL In 1940 - the 
days of the “Phoney War" - be 
turned out for an Army XV 
which beat France at the Parc 
des Princes; he declared the side 


(to which he contributed three 
tries) as one of the best he had 
ever played in. 

Posted to the Far East, he was 
captured by the Japanese in 
Java in. 1942 and incarcerated 
in Singapore's notorious Chan- 
ge prison. Fora while he worked 
on the Burma railway, a hard- 
ship towhich many prisoners of 
war succumbed; Hd awed his 
^..suDtajpl to. his iron wijj, but the 
experience left a d£ep mark: 
years later he Was-rcported to 
have refused to use a Japanese- 
made pocket calculator. 

As a broadcaster and sports 
writer Wooller was outspoken, 
occasionally to the point of giv- 
ing offence. The mother of, one 
Welsh rugby international sent 
him a pair of spectacles after 
he had criticised her son for 
being caught out of position. 
The corrective lenses were re- 
turned with the comment that, 
as he had married into an op- 


tician's practice, he could see 
perfectly well 

There were other clashes of 
a more political nature on the 
media - particularly on the 
Welsh media which covers sport 
with almost religious fervour. 
He and Peter Hain, who suc- 
cessfully led opposition to the 
involvement of South African 
fqgby teams in Britain, con- 
frpritcd'eadi other puhjficty on 
many oocaskms.'Ndduagexrir- 1 - 
ed hia^ more than debating' 
controversial views which he 
defended as ruthlessly as he 
captained Glamorgan. He be- 
lieved - on and off the field - 
in order and discipline. 

Tony Heath 


i 
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Wilfred Wooller, sportsman and 
commentator bom Rhos-on- 
Sea 20 November 1912; married 
1948 Enid fames {three sons, nvo 
daughters); died Cardiff 10 
March 1997. 


Stan Drake 


Stan Drake was one of the 
most surprisingly versatile car- 
toonists in the history of the 
American comic strip, and at the 
same one of the least known by 
name in Britain. 

His talent in drawing news- 
paper strips stretched from 
the daily soap-opera The 
Heart of Juliet Jones to the joke- 
a-day domesticity of Blondie, 
two strips so vastly different 
in art technique that in ap- 
pearance it seems impossible 
that they have stemmed from 
the same pen. Jay Kennedy, 
the current comics editor at 
King Features Syndicate, paid 
an extraordinary tribute to 
Drake’s drawings when he said 
that Drake's craftsmanship was 
outstanding. 

“IBs control of the pen was 
so great,” said Kennedy, “that 
you could enlarge one of his 
two-inch drawings to a poster 
the size of the door, and every 
nuance would be there as if he 
had drawn the poster that size 
to begin with." 

Drake was born in Brooklyn 
in 1921, later moving with his 
family to New Jersey. After 
college he attended the Art Stu- 
dents League in New York 
where he studied anatomy un- 
der their famous tutor George 
Bridgman. Drake was 18 years 
old,~bui was already a published 
black-and-white artist turning 
out illiistrations for the 10 -cent 
pulp magazines Papular Detec- 
tive and Popular Sports. He had 
also started to contribute strips 
to the baIk?onmg comic-book in- 
dustry, writing, drawing and 
lettering for the munificent 
sum of seven dollars per page. 
He also worked for the young 
Stan Lee, later the fabled edi- 
torial impresario of Marvel 
Comics but then a simple strip- 
writer. 

Drake joined the army just 
before America entered the 
Second World War, and was 
duly discharged in 1946 after 
active service in the Pacific 
theatre of war. Immediately 
returning to commercial art, 
he joined the Periowin Adver- 
tising Agency on Madison Av- 
enue, later transferring to 
the Johnstone and Cushing 
Agency, which specialised in 
producing strip-cartoon adver- 
tisements for the Sunday news- 
paper supplements. Success 
promptedhim to set up his own 
agency in collaboration with 
two former cartoonist friends 
from the comic-book field. Bob 
Lubbers and John Celardo, 
who would later take on 
the Ibizan strip. The volume 
■of- work was so 'grew that, 
despite enlarging the agency to 
12 artists, Drake quit from 
exhaustion. 

Wishing to try his hand at 
newspaper strip work, but re- 
alising that the writing of a dai- 
ly senal was beyond him, he 
contacted Eliot Caplin. Caplin 
was the younger orother of 
the top American strip car- 
toonist, Al Capp, who drew the 
hilarious hill-billy strip Li7 
Abner. No artist Caplin had 
become an expert writer of 


strips, and had created a high- 
ly popular romantic series en- 
titled Abbic & Slats , which was 
drawn by the brilliant stylist 
Raeburn Von Buren. This strip 
contained a sprinkling of com- 
edy, and Gaplm was keen to at- 
tempt a more serious romantic - 
drama that would latch on to the j 
then popular soap-opera serials 
of American radio. ! 

The result, Drake drawing. • 
Caplin writing, was The Heart \ 
of Juliet Jones, which made j 
its daily debut durin g March m 
1953. It opened with a record j 
starting sale to 90 newspapers. ; 
eventually rising to over 600, ! 
and won the National Car- : 
toonists Society Best Story Strip 
Award in 1969, 1970 and 1972. 

The sophisticated story Tine was 

matched by Drake's artwork, 
which vras nor only realistic, but - 
frequently used differing art 
techniques, including unusual 
tinting. 

With the decline in popular- 
ity of dramatic newspaper 
strips, Drake switched bis style 
completely when the artwork of 
Blondie became available. This 
famous strip, created by Murat 
(Chic) Young in 1930, was the 
epitome of home-spun humour, 
built around the suburban fam- 
ily Bumstead; smart wife 
Blondie, half-daft hubby Dag- 
wood, and their kids. Baby 
Dumpling and Cookie. 'Written 
by the late Chic Young’s son 
Dean, Drake illustrated the 
gags to perfection as befitted 
the most frequently filmed strip 
in history; 28 features between 



The Iciest syndicated strip In 
the world: Drake’s BJomfle 

Picture: Denis Gifford Collection 

1938 and 1951. Blondie was 
played by the pretty actress 
Penny Singleton while the co- • 
median Arthur Lake played 
Dagwood. Drake's expert art- 
work helped maintain Blondie 
as the highest syndicated strip 
in the world, touching on 2,000 ; 
newspapers a day. , 

Drake was an expert hobby 
golfer, and turned his favourite 
pasttime to profitable use by . 
drawing instructive illustrations 
for Golf Digest, but he will be 
remembered best as a car-' 
toonist whose talents spanned Ip 
the two extremes of the strip 
cartoon. 

Denis Gifford . 

Stanley Drake, cartoonist: bom 
New "fork 9 November 1921; died 
Norwalk, Connecticut 10 March 
1997. 


A voice reaches us, dying out 
from the depths of a profound 
silence: “I am alive, 1 can think, 
and no one has the right to deny 
me these two realities . . 

The words were conveyed by 
a flicker of the left eyelid and 
come from a truly extraordinary 
book, Le Scaphandrc et lc pa- 
pillon (“The Deep-sea Diver 
and the Butterfly") by a former 
journalist, Jean-Dominique 
Bauby. He worked for journals 
like the Quotidian de Paris and 
Paris Match and for four years 
until December 1995 was the 
very successful chief editor of 
Elle. 

Then the unthinkable hap- 
pened. A cardiovascular acci- 
dent paralysed him and sent him 
into a deep coma, from which 
he emerged 20 days later in the 


Hdpital Maritime at Berck. on 
the north-east coast of France, 
his brain intact, but able only to 
blink his left eyelid. He was di- 
agnosed as suffering from the 
rare disease called "Locked- in 
Syndrome”, unable to breathe, 
swallow or eat without assistance. 

In this inert body, the brain 
was working furiously, with u 
mixture of rage, exasperation 
and wild humour, trying to 
make people understand what 
he was thinking. With the help 
of a specialised nurse, Daude 
Mcndibil, despatched by the 
publisher Robert Laffonu he 
was able to write his book, us- 
ing only his ability to blink at the 
most frequently used letters of 
the alphabet - E, S. A, R, L N. 
T and so on, while Mcndibil 
pointed to them on a screen: 


BIRTHS 

BENSON: On 25 Fvbniaiy 1<N7. > u 
G race (n«: O'Connor) arid Mark, j 
daughter. Katharine Margaret, a lis- 
ter tor Edward. 

UNDSLEY: To Clare and Ian. on 10 
March 1997. at Kingston Hospital, a 
girL Poppy Macvc, a beautiful sister 
to Phoebe and Isabella. 

WALLBANK: Debra (Freeman) and 
Benedict arc delighted to announce 
the birth of ibeir son. Augustine 
Newell, on 10 March IW7. a broth- 
er for Bartholomew. 


DEATHS 

LAMBERTON: Dc Hugh Murdoch 
Lambert an, peacefully at home on 10 
March 1997. Mourned by Sue. ion. 
Emma and Ftonpy. other family and 
his mam friends- "The carl is milled 
all to pieces, and the king journey is 
at an cud." Thankspvjng funeral 
service at 2pm- Tuesday Ts March 
1997. m Malvern College Chape L ail 
we welcome. Private cremation will 
follow. Please, no flowers. Dona- 
tions tf wished. payable to Aciiwn Aie 
- Burundi. Co The Bursar. Malvern 
College. Malvern WRM .IDE 

NICHOLAS: Dorothy Clare. BASRN. 
Peacefully, on 9 March, in hwpiul at 
Doncaster, aged 58 years. R. LP. En- 



NIEMAN: Alfred, composer, pianist and 
inspiring teacher, on 7 March 1997. 
after a tong illness. Much missed by 
his wife, children and Grandchildren 
and his many sluifonis. Instead 
of (kiwcrs. donaoctEB- to Queen Maty's 

Hospital «bich cared fm bunsoiron- 
derfuUv. can be sent ao Levertoo & 
Sons Lid. 212 EvcrsftoK Street. Lon- 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

♦ 

don NW1 IBD I Cheques made 
payable to "Special Trustees Grant 
number 476"). The funeral will take 
place at I lam on Monday 17 March, 
at Golden Green Crematorium. 
Hoop Lane. London NW1 [. 

WRIGHT. Dr Intde t Lawrence), on 8 
March lW, aged 73. Wife of Dr John 
Lawrence i deceased). Cremation or 
Manchester Crematorium, on Satur- 
day 15 March at flam. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

ROBERTS: Sir Bryan. A ibnnJtsgrvipi! 
service will take place at 1 1 -50am on 
Frida; 1 1 April in the Crypt Chapel 
of Si Paul’s Cathedral. 

SIMPSON: Tew. A gathering in mem- 
ory of Dr Esther Simpson will be held 
at the Royal Sodctv.nOulum House 
Terrace. London SlYl. on Monday 14 
April IW7.at5.30ptnfor6pnL If you 
would hke to he present, please con- 
tact (before 1 April) the Sec r et a ry, the 
Society for the Protection of Science 
and Learning. 15 Rake by House. 

Lamb’s Conduit Street.* London 
WCIN 3 LX (UJ71-91& 2S3K). 


IN MEM0R1AM 


BARR: Frederick, died on Thursday u 
March 1991 Much kwed. 
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Jean-Dommique Bauby 


one blink for “yes”, two blinks 
for “no". 

He would spend most of ihe 
night editing his thoughts and 
composing sentences, which he 
memorised so Lhat when Men- 
dibil arrived in the morning he 
could dictate the latest instal- 
ment to her in a succession 
of blinks. The man's coura- 
geous spirit and the passionate 
tracking of a good sioiy were 
combined in this supreme jour- 
nalistic effort to produce a book 
whose vivid title describes the 
immobile state of his body (the 
deep-sea diver in one of those 
heavy old-fashioned diving suits) 
and the stale of his mind, flut- 
tering like a rare butterfly from 
letter to letter, from word to 
word, page to page to the end 
of a book of just over 100 pages. 


One would expect from this 
process a stiff factual report, but 
lhat is not the case. The book 
reads in flowing images that il- 
luminate his predicament and 
enlighten our own darkness in 
the face of this mystery. The 
style is clear and fresh, and not 
without elegance, imagination 
and shafts of humour. One of 
the beauties of the book is the 
portrait Lhat emerges of the at- 
tentive speech therapist who 
does her best to teach him to re- 
learn letters and syllables. 
There are bleak pictures of the 
wintry beach at Berck Plage, a 
melancholy symbol of his own 
sense of desertion, (n his hy- 
persensitive condition, each 
sound becomes unbearable, 
meaningless noise, and when 
his two sons come to visit him 


their capers have to be 
endured with saintly patience. 

He is also in search of past 
time, of memory itself, of the 
books he has read, the poems 
he learnt by heart: even more 
sad, he thinks of all the books 
he wanted to read and hadn't 
done so. He has to listen to 
someone else reading them to 
him. He rememters a bet be 
lost at a racetrack, one of the 
many flashes of wry humour in 
his book. Above ail, he re- 
members his life as a journal- 
ist, as an editor, with its agonies 
and disappointments, his sense 
of being exploited by the media, 
yet his desire, in his post as 
editor of Elle, to do something 
for the rights of women, to help 
them free themselves from 
various tyrannies. 


AS this is admirably conveyed 
in a documentary about Bauby’s 
last year made with scrupulous 
care and great sensitivity by 
Jean-Jacques Beineix, already 
programmed before his death 
to be shown on the weekly lit- 
erary television programme 
BotmondeCulPue,^eiided\Tj 
Bernard Pivot, Guests are jour- 
nalist friends of Bauby, the film 
director himself the doctor and 
his assistant Mendibfl at Berck. 
Beineix’ title is significant, 
and ironic: Assign^ a residence 
■(“House Arrest"). He says Bau- 
by became a real actor, eager to 
make the film work perfectly. 

Bauby ’s determination to 
overcome difficulties that would 
send most of us into irretriev- 
able depths of despair are ex- 
pressed in the words: “I have 



Bauby: one bBnk for ‘yes’ 
Photograph: An0r6 Rau ! Sle 


decided to cany on my fight 
against fatality by setting up the 
first association in the world for 
people suffering from Locked- 
ln Syndrome." So he created 


AL2S (Association du Locked- 
In Syndrome) and became its 
first president, stating his ob- 
jectives thus: “lb collect all the 
present information about the 
syndrome, to allow sufferers to 
communicate better with one 
another, to create means of 
breaking the solitude and iso- 
lation. arid to make them tree 
citizens of the 21 st century.” AI-a 
ready many famous people have^ 
become sponsors. 

The address of ALTS is: 38 4 
boulevard Jean-Jaurfes, 92100 “ 
Boulogne, France (telephone/ ! 
fax 00331 4604 3338). 

James Kzrfcnp 

Jean-Dominique Bauby, jour- 
nalist and writer, bom Rois 1952; 
married (one son, one daughter); ' 
died Garcfces 9 March 1997. 


Birthdays 

Sir Antony Ada ad. Provost of Eton, 
former diplomat. b7: Dr Giovanni 
Agnelli, chairman. Fiat SpA. 76: Mr 
Edward Albec. playwright. 69; Mr 
Ronald Alley, artist and farmer 
Keeper of Modem Art, late Gallery. 
71: Mrs Virginia Bottomley MP. 
Secretary of State for National Her- 
itage, 49: Sir Geoffrey de BelJaigue. 
Director of the Royal Collection. 66; 
Mr Peter Gwynn-Jones. Garter Prin- 
cipal King of Arms. 57; Mr Norman 
Hogg MP. 59: Mr Philip Jones, for- 
mer Principal. Trinity College of 
Music. London. 64; Mr David Mef- 
tor QC MP. 4S; Miss Liza Minnelli, 
actress and singer. 51; Sir Tom .Vor- 
manton. (ormcr MR SO, Mr Patrick 
Proctior. painter, 61: Mr Rod 
Richards MR Sfc Mr Ralph Shapcy, 
composer and conductor. 7h; 
Lord Wallace of Saltairc, Reader in 
International Relations. London 
School of Economics. 56: Mr David 
WihnaL Chief Constable. Greater 
Manchester Police. 54: Miss Goode 
Withers, actress, 30. 

ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Refugee’s fear of persecution need not be current 


Adan and albers v Secretory of 
Slate far (he Home Department; 
Court of Appeal (Laid Justice 
Simon Brown, Lord Justice 
Hutchison. Lord Justice Thorpe) 
13 February 1 1997 

To qualify as a refugee for the 
purposes of article 1 A(2) of Che 
1951 Convention Relating to 
the Status of Refugees and its 
1961 Protocol, it was not nec- 
essary for the applicant to have 
a current well-founded fear of 
persecution if be were returned 
to his country of origin, so long 
as be had through such a fear 
of persecution initially fled his 
own country or remained 
abroad due to circumstances 
(such as a civil war) arising 
there during his absence and 
would currently be unable to 
avail himself of that country's 

protection if be were returned 
there. 

The Court of Appeai_(Lord 
Justice Thorpe dissenting on 
the above issue) allowed ap- 
peals against decisions of the 
immigration Appeal Tribunal 
on 7 December 1995 and 22 


LAW REPORT 
«, 


March 19% that the appli- 
cants Hasson Hussein Adan 
and Lool Isaak Noah, both of 
whom hod fled from ethnic con- 
flict in Somalia, were not enti- 
tled to refugee status. At the 
same time the court dismissed 
appeals against the tribunal’s 
decisions on 22 January 1996 
and 7 May 1996 that Boban 
Lazarevjc and 2oran Radivo- 
jevic, both Serbian draft- 
evaders who had fled from 
former Yugoslavia to avoid the 
fighting, and who were cur- 
rently unable to return there, 
were not refugees. 

Nicholas Blake QC and Raza Husain 
t BI bon & Co. Tottenham) for Adan 
and Nook; fan Lewis tSiuosic A Har- 
tigon. Acton) for buzamic and Radi- 
vojnic; David Pannick QC and Mark 
Show < Treasury Solicitor) far the 
Home Secretary. 

Lord Justice Simon Brown 
said the fundamental issue in 
these cases was whether, to be 


12 March 1997 

recognised as a refugee, it was 
always necessary for a person 
unable to return to his home 
country to show a current well- 
founded fear of persecution or 
whether a historical fear might 
sometimes suffice. 

Article 1A(2), which could be 
broken down into a series of 
clauses as foDows, a refugee was 
someone wbo: 

l(n) Owing to weD-foimded tear of 
being persecuted for [a Convent ion 
reason, i.e. race, religion, narional- 


i country of his national- 
ity, and (b)(i) is unable to avail him , 
self of the protection of that country, 
or (ii) owing to such fear. Is unwiO- 
im to avail fiimseif of the protection 
of that country; or who 
Ufi) not having a nationality and be- 
fog outside the country of Ms former 
habitual residence. (b)(i) is unable 
to renun to it, or (ii) owing to a weD- 
founded fear of being perseemed for 
[a Convention reason] is un willing 
to re rum to U. 

The strength of the Home 



Secretary’s argument, that no 
one was entitled to refugee sta- 
tus unless at the time his claim 
was determined he was in pre- 
sent fear of persecution were 
he to be returned home, lay in 
the use of the phrase “is out- 
side" in clause 1 (a); its weak- 
ness lay in the difficulty in 
finding convincing reasons why 
the definition also included 
clause 1 (b). 

As a matter of language is 
seemed the phrase “is out- 
side’’. although couched in the 
present tense, could "sensible 
construed to have any one of 
three' meanings. It could mean, 
as Mr Pannick submitted, “is 
outside" owing to a well-found- 
ed fear of persecution still cur- 
rent at the time the applicant's 
claim was being determined; 
Or it could mean has at some 
time, however long in the past, 
come to be outride on account 
of such fear and, for whatever 
reason, has never thereafter 


t; 


left; or, as Mr Blake submitted, 
it could mean has come to be 
outside (or being outside, not 
to return) owing to past per- 
secution and still remained 
abroad on that account, in the 
sense that the causal link re- 
mained operative and had 
never been broken. 

Though it might on occasion 
be difficult to deride whether 
the causal link under that third 
formulation remained intact, 
this was an area of decision- 
making where a broad-brush 
approach was generally re- 
quired and on such an ap- 
proach the problem was far 
from insoluble. 

While anomalies might ap- 
pear to arise on either view, Mr 
Blake's arguments were to be 
preferred. An asylum seeker 
unable- to return to his country 
of origin might indeed be en- 
titled to recognition as a 
refugee provided only that the 
fear or actuality of past perse- 
cution stiH played a causative 
part in his presence ft) the UK. 

Fnd Magpsth. Barrister 
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T the^S^ Qa the M42 and 
tne usual suspect are paraded - 

motorists love of their care, rhr 

^KISS'S 

»sasssss 

-^keesssbse 

oussmg ^ building, the 

oftlriwn 38 ? fea,ed physical lay-out 
country and the availabil- 
ity of public transport These are all 
environmental" policies. 

Turn the pages of this newspaper we 
are a nation beset with environmental 
concerns. The diy winter will lead to 
water and vegetable supply problems in 
the summer, with effects for business 
and leisure as well as the comfort of 
domestic life. The safe disposal of dis- 
eased carcasses seems too difficult for 
government to manage. Air quality is 

dangerously poor in some cities. Every- 
where we are embroiled in ar gum ents 
which are directly environmental, and 
others (rail privatisation, engagements 
with the World Trade Organisation) 
which affect our use of resources and 
our physical environment. Even fiscal 
wheezes such as the imposition of VAT 
on fuel show the interconnectedness of 


local and household derfeions about 
, consumption, with the bigger politics of 
scarcity and atmospheric degradation. 

But if we have environmental scares 
and are sunk in environmental gloom, 
what we don't have much of is envi- 
ronmental politics. John Major and 
Tbny Blair give ritualistic speeches, yes, 
hut decisions by the wieiders of power 
(or those who aspire to hold it) are not 
informed by any special of consistent 
environmental awareness. 

In that, perhaps, they are not out of 
kilter with the public. Our worries about 
the planet, and these small green -and- 
concrete islands in particular, have not 
produced any sustained environmen- 
talist pressure. The roads and anim al 
rights demonstrators are tiny guerrilla 
bands in an ocean of apathy. £k»ne min- 
isters (notably John Gununer) mairp 
high-toned speeches of global import 
about bow people should change their 
ways. But so far as the focus groups and 
the swing voters of Middle England go, 
they show little inclination so to do. 
Whether they live in Worcester or Basil- 
don, people are -politically speaking— • 
unconcerned with matters green. 

The unveiling yesterday by the Green 
Party of its manifesto for the forth- 
coming election is unlikely to change 
that They are a fringe diversion, a splin- 
tered electoral nothing. Compare Ger- 
many, where the Greens are a political 
presence, locally and nationally - there 
is even talk of their being the pivot of a 
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new ruling coalition. In Britain, after 
that blip in Green Party performance in 
(he 1989 European Parliament elections, 
they virtually disappeared. Greens hold 
a handful of council seats and, though 
they are contesting four-score parlia- 
mentary seats, their percentages are 
likely to be risible. 

The reasons are not hard to find. 
Fringe political groups are centrifugal; 
the Greens have more than their share 
of fanatics and messiahs. We fold fun- 
damentalism no more attractive in 
green than any other colour. Ordinary 
British people do not take kindly to 
being lectured at by the self-declared 


possessors of virtue. And yes, the Greens 
do suffer from the unfair British elec- 
toral system (though on present num- 
bers they would not necessarily pass the 
likely threshhold tests of most schemes 
for proportional representation). 

Of course, the Greens may yet claim 
the future. Who knows ... perhaps 
after a Blair government has been in 
office for a term and enacted measures 
for constitutional change, the political 
landscape will open wide and through 
the fissures will come new movements. 
Perhaps, as some argue, the green polit- 
ical movement is comparable with, say, 
the Independent Labour Parly' of the 


1890s, a sect developing advanced 
thoughts in isolation from the parlia- 
mentary mainstream only to come into 
its own within a decade. Greens have no 
solid social base like the trade unions, 
but the green rallying cry might be taken 
up by some social formation yet to 
cohere - young people always respond 
enth usiastically to opinion pofl questions 
on the environment, and might in their 
thirties come to vote that way. 

Meanwhile, the organisational weak- 
ness of the green tendency in Britain 
ought to be a source of regret. Single- 
issue parties tend to make bad govern- 
ments but as candidates, ever threaten- 
ing to succeed but never quite making 
it, they can be immensely valuable in 
keeping the mainstream parties thought- 
ful and honest. The task ahead is to fit 
environmental concern with other pri- 
orities: there is no point pretending peo- 
ple's wish for better incomes, more jobs 
and the enhanced economic growth on 
which they depend is somehow going to 
be dissipated in a green haze. So, for the 
time being, the best deliverers of envi- 
ronmental progress will be political par- 
ties with a broad social and policy base. 

The question is how to prod and push 
them. The environmental utopianism 
personified by Swampy and his tun 
nelling and tree-climbing pals only goes 
so far. What we need is old-fashioned 
political leadership by MPs who are able 
to lift their sights, and by speaking well 
and often, lift our sights too. It is sad 


that the same environmental issues 
which cloud so many citizens' brows are 
barely discussed by their political lead- 
ers. It is a democratic failure. The job 
of Messrs Major, Blair, Ashdown and 
the rest is partly to challenge us, make 
us think harder, and ready us for the 
inconvenient, sometimes unpleasant, 
but essential changes to our lifestyles 
necessary for a better husbanding of our 
islands. .And so across the globe. Only 
by billions of daily decisions to behave 
differently will the planet be saved. 


Business finds its 
voice on Europe 

A t last. British business is speaking 
up on European union, the single 
currency and the Government's 
broken-backed approach to Europe. 
For too long the views of trading com- 
panies have gone unheard - as if they 
did not have an interest in decisions 
about money' and markets. The running 
has been made by questionably repre- 
sentative organisations such as the 
Institute of Directors. ‘Anti-European 
sentiment” as Sir Colin Marshall coyly 
puts it. has been allowed to flourish 
partly because his and his colleagues' 
voices have been hushed. The Euro- 
pean debate is stilted and incomplete 
without the traders and deal makers. 
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Chance to end 
the culture 
of cover-ups 

Sir Therevebtion (7 March) of 
the failure of the Ministiy of 
Agriculture to publish a report 
compiled two yearn ago which told 
of abattoirs that contained 
carcasses soiled with excrement 
and urine represents another nail 
in the Government’s DIY coffin. 

Although this oversightis only . 
the latest episode in the catalogue 
of cover-ups that hascharactemed 
the Tory administration is recent 
times, it is also demonstrative of a . 
rottenness festering at the heart of 
government - a culture of denial. 
Witness NichofasSoaincs's 
comered-annnal behaviour over 
the use of oigauophosphates in the 
Gulf war. . 

Although foe economy is poised 
to deliver prosperity foe culture of 
cover-up and denial, adopted to 
protea the Conservatives’ 
integrity, has in fact done foe exact 
opposite. It has been seen for what 
it really is: an arrc^ani disrespect 
for democracy and foe people of 
this country. This has tad a 
profound effect on the electorate. 

My only fear is that this culture 
may prove endemic to the British 
system of government and not one 
particular party. labour, if they 
win, must prove otherwise, and this 
will be expedited by foe 
implementation of a Freedom of 
Information AcL 
PAUL CUMBERLAND 
Faculty af Social dud 
Political Sciences 
L’nh'crsity of Cambridge 

Sin The idea of a merger be tween 
Lab<mrandtheXiberalE>enipC3ais 
(Donald Macimyre, 7 March) may 
be driven by the Labour drive for 
omnipotence, bat foe reason it won't 
happen is precisely because of our 
very different attitudes to power, 
which Labour members find difficult 
to understand, almost touchingly so. 

Uniquely. Liberals are motivated 
by a desire to disperse and control 
power. Conservatives have 
traditionally been happy for power 
to be concentrated according to 
wealth. The reason foey tost their 
way is that Thatcherism 
concentrated power in the state, 
which disorientated them. 

Socialists have always wanted 
power collectivised and centralised, 
usually in the state. The 

abandonment of that analysis 
leaves Labour philosophically 

floundering too, but its legacy is foe 
social authontarianism of Straw 
and foe corruption of foe local one- 

party state. . • , 

II is no accident that it is Liberal 
Democrats, not Conservatives, who 
are the main challengers to Labour 
rule in the rule - by-patronage 
fiefdorassuch as Lambeth, 
Liverpool, Sheffield and IsfongUHL 
We have a guiding motivation that 
Topes lack, which is a hatred of foe 
concentration of power that has 


take power in these 
kbs. our priority is to 


i itself. Bis not 

it makes us oppose 

a fundamental 
i our agenda. 
UUHLUWORD 
oocrat, Islington) 

coil white deploring _ 
ite happy to Indulge m 
[ (letter, 8 March)- 
writes, “of ail those 

ns in northern working 



men's dubs guffawing along with 
Bernard Manning," 

Fbr a start, Mr Scott, we don't 

guffaw up here, we. laugh. 

Secondly, any idea that working 
men's dubs are fuD of Labour 
voters is extremely simplistic. 
Would that it were true. Had it 
been, we wouldn’t have had this 
motley crew of spiv s and second- 
hand-car salesmen running the 
country for the last 18 years. 
Working men and wo men have 
traditionally been their own worst 
enemies and have voted 

Conservative as regularity and as 
blindly as the best-educated 

with their pockets and purses for 
foe party foal foey imagined would 
filltlton). 

Ah well I’m off to oil foe 
whippets and put some more tripe 
in me flat 'at before going off to t' 
club to hear some daride jokes. 
MIKE HARDING 
Manchester 

The writer is a stahd-up comedian 

Kids to support? 
Apply to Cardinal 

Sir. I am delighted to hear that foe 
Archbishop of Glasgow, Cardinal 
Thomas Winning, has decided to 
give practical assistance to all those 
who decide against an abortion, if 
foe reason for foe original derision 

was based on financial 
considerations (report, 10 March). 

May I suggest that this approach 
be extended to contraception, 
another aspect of family life which 
foe Cardinal can be assumed to 
oppose, as he must naturally 

support the Pope’s teaching. 

. Anyone who decides against foe 
use of contraception, but cannot 


support foe children conceived 
thereafter, should apply to foe 
Archbishop for practical support. I 
am sure that the financial means 
will be provided generously by 
those few Catholics who still agree 
with foe papal teaching against 
artificial contraception. 

FRANK JPYCROFT 
Secretary 

Catholics for a Changing Church 
London SE13 


Jail us instead 
of Kurdish MP 

Sin We write to you on 
International Women’s Day to 
drawyour urgent attention to foe 
.plight of the imprisoned Kurdish 
MPLeyla Zana. 

It is now more than two years 
since the shameful sentences were 
passed against Leyla Zana and six 
other Kurdish Mft. filing to 
secure a death sentence because of 
national and international protests, 
foe state prosecutor was able to get 
foe court to sentence Leyla to an 
incredible 15 years in prison. 

Leyla Zana was convicted 
because of her singular devotion to 
foe cause of freedom and peace for 
the Kurdish people. Despite the 
threat of torture and persecution, 
she courageously continued her 
struggle for a political solution of 
the Kurdish conflict as well as for 
recognition of foe Kurdish identity 
and language and foe liberation of 
Kurdish women. 

She was the first Kurdish woman 
MP 10 be elected, in the city of 


Diyarbakir, to serve in the Turkish 
parliament. Bui her tenure as an 
MP was cut short when she was 
arrested by police on 5 March 1994 
after the Turkish MPs voted to lift 
her parliamentary immunity and 
tbat of other Kurdish deputies. 

World-wide protests from 
women, including Danielle 
Mitterrand, as well as appeals, 
demonstrations and hunger strikes 
have so far failed to move the 
Turkish government to release her. 

We demand that the Turkish 
government immediately release 
Leyla Zana and foe other Kurdish 
MPs and restore their 
parliamentary immunity. In 
exchange for one day of provisional 
liberty for Leyla Zana we declare 
qut readiness to spend the same 
day in jail in Tbrkey. 

PAULINE GREEN MEP 
(London North, Labi Co-op) 

ANITA POLLACK MEP 
(London South Rtesr. Lab ) 
CHRISTINE CRAWLEY MEP 
(Birmingham East, Lab) 

CAROLE TONGUE MEP 
(London East, Lab) 

JENNY JONES 
Chair of Green Party UK 
VICTORIA BRITTAIN; LOUISE 
CHRISTIAN; FRANCES WEBBER; 
GARETH PEIRCE; SHERI 
LAIZER; CLARA CONNOLLY; 
ANN ROSSITER; FRAN 
HAZLETON; N1CKI JAMESON; 
MIRANDA WATSON; LIB PECK; 
SUSAN PUT; NATALIA TAJU; 
RTAMI; LESLEY KIPUNG: 
NAZANEEN RASHEED: 

YVETTE MAHON; A JONES; 

Rabbi MARGARET JACOBL- 
CHRISTINE HEVEY 


Family tree of 
Prince William 

Sin Paul Vhllely (“The cost of the 
royal snub to Carey”. 10 March) 
may be right to describe Heniy 
VIII as the founder of foe church 
into which Prince William has been 
confirmed, but he is wrong to 
describe Heniy as foe Prince's 
ancestor. 

Heniy VTH was succeeded by 
three surviving children: Edward 
VL Mary I and Elizabeth I; but 
when Elizabeth died in 1603 foe 
throne of England passed io foe 
descendants of Heniy ‘s elder sister 
Margaret and her husband. James 
V of Scotland. 

On the other hand. Prince 
William can claim as ancestors the 
l anti-) pope Felix V and such royal 
figures as St Margaret of Scotland, 
St Louis IX of France, and St 
Fernando HI of Castile and Leon. 
And be can probably also claim 
descent from Genghis Khan - a 
fitting replacement for Heniy Vm? 
ERIC THOMPSON 
London NW2 


Charity cards 

Sin Contrary to foe impression 
given by Jojo Moyes in her article 
“Card retailers are charity 
Scrooges" (18 December), Roger 
la Borde (and Jots of other small 
greetings card publishers) give a 
much higher proportion of their 
profits on Christmas card packs to 
charity than foe much-vaunted 30 
pence in foe pound demanded by 
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Nigel Griffiths, foe Labour 
consumer affairs spokesman. 

Small publishers and retailers 
make far less profit on Christinas 
cards than multiple retailers, who 
can reduce costs by printing huge 
quantities and selling through foeii 
own outlets. Criticising small 
publishers and independent 
retailers forgiving smaller 
proportions of the retail price to 
charity than large chains such as 
W H Smith is like criticising one 
person for giving you only half of 
foeir jam tart while praising 
another for giving you a slice of 
foeir cake. 

TIM SOLN1CK 
Roger ia Borde 
London NW 6 


Smoking risks 

Sir Lynne Reid Banks is talking 
nonsense (totter. 8 March). Some 
smokers did fed that smoking was 
bad for them, but it is only recently 
that there has been proof of foe 
devastating damage cigarettes 
cause. Why else has foe number of 
doctors who smoked plummeted 
since the Sixties? 

HELEN MILLER 
Glasgow 


Off your trolley 

Sin The photomontage of 
Westminster in your front-page 
story “Mr Brown and foe strange 
case of those serial political 
assassinations" (11 March) 
juxtaposes foe shadow Chancellor 
with an old-style London tram on 
route 16 to Croydon. Shurely 
shome mishtake? 

DAVID ORCHARD 
Reading 


Spoil us for 
pub choice 

Sir: It is good to see Jonathan 
Glancey joining in the celebration 
of the careful and respectful 
conversion of the Commercial 
Rooms in Bristol to pub usage ("A 
renaissance down foe boozer". 7 
March). 

However, in taking Camra and 
English Heritage to task for being 
perhaps a bit out of touch and 
exhorting them to “cast foeir net a 
little wider when judging next 
year's pub design awards”, he has 
not appreciated the way in which 
foe joint awards scheme operates. 

it may be that the country, led by 
London, is awash with good-quality 
refurbishment and new-build 
schemes, but foe awards, which are 
annual, are only for refurbishment 
projects completed during foe 
previousyear. Of these, foe judges 
were faced with the thinnest 
selection for many years. 

EH and Carara invite anyone 
involved in. or aware of. good work 
in existing pubs, or foe creation of 
new pubs, to submit entries for foe 
various award categories. We 
would he happy to supply entry 
forms io any Independent readers 
who have pubs to nominate for next 
year's awards. We would love to he 
spoilt for choice. 

BOB HAWKINS 
English Heritage 
23 Smile Row 
London MX 1AB 

Sin I do not see how you can 
“design” a pub (“A renaissance 
down the boozer”. 7 March). 
Certainly, the "Phil ' in Liverpool is 
a spectacular building, but that has 
nothing to do with its qualities as a 
pub. People make a pub what it is. 

Some of my favourite pubs have 
less than perfect beer, no food 
other than snacks, fake beams, 
television sets and bright lights, but 
they are wonderful pubs 
nevertheless, because of the people 
who use them. 

Even “bores bulging from cheap 
suits” make a contribution, as the 
regulars realise with pleasure - or 
schadenfreude - that an 
unsuspecting stranger has entered 
into what is destined to be a very 
one-sided conversation. 

DAVE FOV 
St Helens. Merseyside 


Drain plagiarist? 

Sin The points of correspondence 
between Graham Swift's Last 
Orders and William Faulkner’s.-L / 
Lay Dying (“Booker man hits back 
at accusers”. 10 March) prompted 
me to take a critical look at Mr 
Swift's Wateriand, a novel set in the 
fentand area of East Anglia. 

I am amazed to find that the 
structure, page numbers and title 
headings arc in all respects similar 
to foe annual report of foe Utile 
Ouse Internal Drainage Board for 
1989, which was runner-up in the 
non-fiction section of foe 
competition run by foe Institute of 
Drainage for that war. 

GRAHAM HARRISON 
Bath 


My BT bonus 

Sir. Let me comment on 
speculation in The Independent 
□bout my potential bonus for 
1996/7 (report. 10 March). There is 
no chance of my being offered a 
sum approaching £500.000 as a 
bonus. 

Just for foe record, if I w ere*. 1 
would not accept it. 

IAIN VAL LANCE 
Chairman, BT 
London EC I 
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Stanleyville, 

VS Naipauls’ 
colonial town on ^ 
the Congo, is set 
to be taken by 
Zaire’s 
‘liberators’ 30 
years after 
their first 
attempt, says 
Richard Gott 


A s Laurent Kabila's 
rebel forces inarch 
towards Kisan- 
gani. the third- 
largest town in 
Zaire, the world is beginning to 
wake up to the fact that oae of 
the most important countries in 
Africa is about to change 
hands. For much of the past six 
months, while the Zaire rebel- 
lion has been maturing, atten- 
tion has remained focused on 
one of the more insignificant 
countries - on the drama and 
tragedy associated with 
Rwanda. Now the future of 
Zaire itself is finally at the top 
of the agenda. 

Readers wondering why the 
fall of Kisangani might be such 
a key development will under- 
stand better if reminded of its 
change of name. Just as Zaire 
used to be called the Congo 
(and is to be called that again 
when Kabila's Alliance of 
Democratic Forres for the Lib- 
eration of the Congo wins the 
current war), so Kisangani was 
once called Stanleyville. The 
old name must still evoke a 
curious flood of memories in 
the West - of colonial adven- 
turers, missionaries and mer- 
cenaries, and Cold War en- 
tanglements. It is a measure of 
how the world has changed 
over the past 30 years that the 
future of the Congo/Zaire 
should now be seen to be of 
such tittle moment. 

In November 1 964, only just 
elected as Britain's prime min- 
ister and without a foreign sec- 
retary in parliament. Harold 
Wilson authorised the use of 
the British military base on 
Ascension Island in the South 
Atlantic for a special mission. 
It was to serve as a launching- 
pad for a successful US- 
Belgian attempt to turn the 
tide of a civil war in the Congo 
in which the fate of the world 




A bend in the river, 
a twist of history 


seemed to hang in the balance. 

On 24 November. 61)0 Bel- 
gian paratroops, flown in from 
Ascension Island on transport 
planes supplied by the United 
Slates, captured Stanleyville 
airport, and linked up with 
mercenaries from South Africa 
and Rhodesia fighting for the 

f ovemracm army of Moises 
shombe. Their 'official aim 
was to rescue European host- 
ages held in the town. 

Stanleyville, an attractive 
colonial riverine city, was 
established in the early ISSfls 
by Henry Stanley, the Ameri- 
can journalist (and later a 
British MP). It became the 
heartland of Congolese radi- 
calism. home town of Patrice 
Lumumba, the leader of the 
Congo at the time of indepen- 
dence from Belgium in I960. 
Lumumba, backed bv the Rus- 


sians. was murdered early in 
1961, after the first trial of 
strength with Tshombc, backed 
by the WesL during which the 
United Nations looked impo- 
lently on. 

Lumumba’s name was to be 
Opportunistically used by the 
Russians for their newly- 
established university for Third 
World students in Moscow, 
and in 1964 his statue stood in 
the centre of Stanleyville. 

In August that year, as is 
happening today, the town was 
captured by rebels fighting in 
the Lumumbist cause. There 
they established for several 
months the headquarters of 
the "People’s Republic of the 
Congo", led by Christophe 
Gbenyc. a politician formerly 
in Lumumba’s government. In 
the great Cold War battle for 
victory in recently decolonised 


If you are planning 
a baby, start here 
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Worldwide studies show that even with a good 
diet extra specific nutrients may be very 
important - during and even before pregnancy 
FOLIC ACID is vital to the development of 
your unborn baby But it is not the only nutrient 
which is essential during pregnancy 
Pregnacare contains the recommended level 
of 400mcg folic 


acid, along with 
a careful balance of 15 other vitamins and 
minerals to safeguard your requirements 
during pregnancy 
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Africa, the Communists 
seemed to be forging ahead. 

The left-wing rebels had 
done well that year. Pierre 
Muleie, another old Lumurab- 
isl. had moved in from Congo- 
Brazzaville and seized much 
territory in the west, while 
Gaston Soumaiiot and Laurent 
Kabila - then a young French- 
educated politician from north- 
ern Katanga - had advanced 
from Burundi into the eastern 
Congo, west of Lake Tan- 
ganyika (just where Kabila has 
again been operating so suc- 
cessfully). With the capture of 
Stanleyville in August 1964, 
much of the country was in 
rebel hands. 

The United Nations, which 
had had troops in the Congo 
for four years and was suffer- 
ing from Congo fatigue, bad 
withdrawn them in June. The 
Chinese, still denied member- 
ship of the UN, had been tak- 
ing an interest in supporting 
Mulelc. The Russians, still 
refusing to pay their share of 
the UN's Congo expedition, 
were backing Soumaiiot and 
Kabila. 

Soon the diplomatic recog- 
nition extended to Gbenye's 
"People's Republic" by many 
radical .African states was to set 
the scene for one of the typi- 
cal confrontations "by proxy 1 ’ 
of the Cold War. The Russians 
and the Chinese now openly 
supported Gbenye's rebel gov- 
ernment, while the Americans 
and the West gave military aid 


and succour to the govern- 
ment in the capital, Leopold- 
ville (now Kinshasa), of 
Tshombe (who had seized 
power m July) and bis com- 
mander-in-chief, Colonel 
Joseph Mobutu. 

For several months, as 
Tshombe’s white mercenary 
army was assembled and 
trained and began to advance 
from the south towards 
Stanleyville, there was a pro- 
paganda war. In Stanleyville 
itself, the rebels spread news of 
an American "atomic attack" 
on a town to the north, and 
held two days of mourning for 
the "victims". At the same 
rime, Nicolas Olenga, the rebel 
military commander in Stan- 
leyville, and his "Simba" 
troops, became globally 
famous for wbat were consid- 
ered their “atrocities". 


the Sixnbas, detained, ill- 
treated, and then held as host- 
ages. (Alone among the old 
European population, the 
Greeks were (eft unmolested - 
to feed the others in the gaoL) 


The result of the Stanleyville 
operation.- a textbook exam- 
ple of overt Western interven- 
tion - was further to unite the 
radical African states- notably 
Algeria, Egypt, 'Guinea'' and 


As Tkhombe's mercenary Ghana - m favourof the anti- 
army closed in on StanleyviUe Tshombe forces. ’ They 
in November, the American* — - 


b; 


ecause the “white” West 
was supporting Tkbombe, 
Olenga’s men began to. 
round up the Belgians and the 
North Americans in the local 
white community in the Stan- 
leyville area. Mostly business- 
man and Protestant missionar- 
ies, they were, of course, 
regarded as untrustworthy. 
Some of the North Americans 
bad been brought up on the 
stories of the famous massacre 
of Protestant missionaries in 
Ecuador in the Fifties, and had 
a highly developed sense of 
impending martyrdom. Many 
of them were rounded up by 


Americans 
feared that their hostage mis- 
sionaries would be fcttletLThey 
devised a rescue operation, to 
coincide with the arrival of the 
mercenary army, that would 
send in Belgian snatch-squads 
to lift out the hostages. 

it was the 

parachute operation ever 
undertaken, and, as in other 
similar cases, it was only par- 
tially successful. The para- 
troopers landed,’ the airport 
was seized, and several mis- 
sionaries and their families 
were rescued. But many were 
inevitably killed in the ensuing 
chaos. The death toil as the 
rebel city fell to the mercenar- 
ies was large: more than MO 
Europeans and hundreds of 
Africans- 

VS NaipauL in his novel A 
Bend in the River , describes 
Stanleyville in the aftermath of 
the rebellion. “The place had 
bad ite troubles: the town at the - already got the 
bend in the river was more than The Congolese 
half destroyed. Wbat had been 
the European suburb near the 
rapids bad been burnt down, 
and bush had grown over the 
ruins; it was hard to distinguish 
what had been gardens from 
what had been streets." 


promised to back up their 
words with military assistance, 
as did the Russians and the 
Chinese. 

A surprising player then 
entered the .lists. Just as the 
Americans had provided 
Cuban mercenaries (left- over 
from the Bay of Pigs in i960 
to fly Tkhombe’s planes, so 
Fidel Castro was now to send 
his own Cubans to help the 
Congolese rebels, la Decem- 
ber 1964, Che Guevara went to 
the United Nations m New 
York to denounce the crime at 
Stanleyville, perpetrated by 
“Belgian paratroopers, trans- 
ported by United states air- 
craft, which took off from 
British bases’*. A few months 
later, in April 1965, he arrived 
with a framed troop of black 
Cubans to join Kabila’s motley 
collection of Congo fighters. - 

But by that time. General 
Mobutu’s mercenary army had 
er hand. 
is felled 
even to get near to Stanleyville, 
let alone to recapture It Within 
a few months, Kabila's men 
were defeated on many fronts: 
They lost on the battlefield to- 
the mercenaries, and they lost 
the political struggle as a result 


of the internal .dissensions: 
Both losses led them to lose the 
support of their international 
allies. General Mobutu staged 
a coup against TShombe at the 
end of 1965, and has remained 
in power ever since,. 

"ore rftan three decades. 
Biter, the situation 

could hardly be more 

different. The distortions of the 
Cold Wjt have fallen away. 
The “xadicaT African states 
have all disappeared; as has the 
Soviet Union itself; and the 
-threat of Chinese intervention. 
Che Guevara and T&hombe 
are long dead. Only Castro 
and Mobutu remain - and Lau- 
rent Kabila.' 

Although there is consider-, 
able disagreement between the 
'United States and France 
-about what should happen in 
what will undoubtedly soon 
again be called the Congo* the 
chief international pdayers are 
. now the governments of the 
surrounding states. 

Here Laurent Kabila has 
played his hand with consum- 
mate skill, ' and President . 
Mobutu's position is corres- 
pondingly weak. Starting with 
the firm support of Yoweri 
Museveni in Uganda, Kabila 
has also had die backing of the 
Luanda government in Angola. 
They have long opposed Pres- 
ident Mobutu because of; his 
ancient friendship with Jonas 
Savimbi. the leader of the 
Unita rebels. White Uganda 
helped to organise, train, and 
discipline Kabila's rebels into 
‘ an - effective force,' the 
Angolans have reportedly been 
frying ' in both men and 
weapons to Kabila's liberated 
zone on the Ihnzanian border. 
One diplomatic report even 
suggests that a rebel Zairean 
force is already assembling in 
the Angolan enclave of 
Cabinda, poised to move an 
Kinshasa at anymdment. .. 

In all these developments, 
the old protagonists of the 
Colder have been conspicu- 
ous by thefr absence General 
Mobutu is" convalescing in 
Southern Franos,but planning 
a return this week. He belongs 
to that old generation of dic- 
tators, east and west, who were 
.* kept in power by the immobil- 
ity of that frozen era. He wifi 
soon go to join Ferdinand Mar- 
corand Alfredo Stroessner in 
fiat gait of Valhalla set aside 
for daxators distinguished by 
their longevity and finally 

- dropped by their patrons. The 
Americans,for tbeir part, take 
; an intelligent interest in what 

- is going on, but show no signs 
of proppiog up their old aOy. 
No one, this time, has put 
Ascension Island on alert. 

As theheus to the legacy of 
Patrice Lumumba, Kabila's 
men now-stand once again at 
the gates of the old, decrepit 
town of Stanleyville - where 
doubtless, as everywhere else, 
they will be greeted this time as 
liberators. Kabila could - cer- 
tainty run a decent post- 
Mobutu Congo, though no one 
thinks it would be particularly 
radicaL That era is over. Yet it 
■will be a strange twist of history. - 
- a Long March indeed - n 
Che Guevara's old companion- 
; in-aims finaity gets to control 
the Congo — more than : 30 - 
yean after his first attempt. 


What’s in a surname? Ask the doctor 


I am glad to welcome back 
Dr Vernon Monicker, the 
well-known expert on the 
origin of surnames, who is 
going to answer all your 
questions on nomenclature. 
All yours. Vend 

I recently sew the classic film 
“The Lost Weekend " on 
television, which as you will 
remember is the film made by 
Billy Wilder about an 
alcoholic writer and his 
suffering, and it got me to 
thinking seriously about 
things ... 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 
I am am really qualified to 
talk about medical matters 
such as alcohol addiction. 
Although I call myself 
doctor, 1 am no more a real 
doctor than other people 
who call themselves doctor 
such as Mawhiuney and 
Paisley... 

.Vo. f wasn’t going to talk 
abtnu the alcoholism side of 
things. I was jitst mystified by 
the name of the lead actor. 
Ray Milland. Have you any 
idea where it comes front? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 

1 believe it is short for 
Ravmond. 


1 was thinking of the 
surname Milland. Would it 
be a corruption of the Italian 
place name Milan? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 
Unlikely, considering that 
the Italian place name is 
Milano ana there is no “d" 
on the end. 

Yes. wise guy, but there is in 
German. The German word 
for Milan is “ Mailand " 
which may have given the 
surname " Milland ". 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 
Unlikely. Mr Show-off. Far 
more likely that Milland is a 
shortened form of “Mill 
hand". Don’t forget that 
many surnames refer to the 
occupation of the ancestor. 
It is sometimes said that any 
football team or 
government cabinet will 
contain the names of at 
least two occupations in it. 
Said by whom? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 

By me, actually. 

Go on then, give me the 
names of two occupations In 
the English football team f 
Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 
Alan Shearer. 

Go on! 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 



Miles 

Kington 


David Seaman. 

Oh. very clever. Any more ? 
Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 
Certainty. Des TValker. Matt 
LeTissier... 

They’re not occupations! 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 
Certainty they are. Wilker 
was the name given to the 
man who trampled the doth 
in cloth-making, and 
"tissier" is an old Jersey 
French dialect word for 
“weaver". Extraordinary, 
really, that three people 
who have recently been in 


the England football team •" 
should have names 
connected with the cloth 
trade. 

Make it easier to change the 
team strip! 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 
No doubt 

All right, what about ■ 

government cabinets? 

Anyone with an occupational 
handle in the cabinet ? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: 
Clarke.. Glimmer. Major--. 
Of couiae, it used to be •. 
more striking when both' 
main party leaders had 
occupational ' Dames Smith ■ - - 
and Thatcher. But even 
today there -is another party 
leader .with an occupational 
name. 

Oh yeah? What kind of work . 
does an ashdovm do, then? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes 

X was thinking nf mnan 

called Goldsmith; actually. 
Who has recently, been 
joined by a. man-called 
Gardiner. AIT names of 
jobs... . 

. Zb change the subject a bit, I 
noticed that James ■ . 

DeWngpotewfThey 
Spectator* recertify said that 
as his name began with a 


*T>e-* it was probably 
Honnan in origin. Any truth 
in that? 

- Dr Vtrnon MonlclterwrtteK 
Iftnere waS a pfeoe ih" . •' 
Normandy called Lingpole;- - 
It might he true. Some ord ’ 
Norman names do begin 
with “De-", like Delaware, 
■but T thin v yon would be 
Izard pushed to find - 
Norman origins for Dclfnnt, 
Denmark amf Dexter. 

Mannadufcfc Hussey has ' 
an old Nonnanname, by . 
the way. Which comes from 
the Norman place La . • - 
Houssaye. And &ere is a " . 

. place in Normandy called 
Venables, sol expect that . * 
Tjsny VenaWes’s forebears 
came ambss with the T 
Conqueror,- probably oh a . 

free transfer. V ' 

Is the name Herman. St John 
"■ Sieves a genuine .Norman - 
name? ^ ■"(■ ■■' ■ 

Dir VernOp Monicker writes: 
The name is authentic 
enough, but I believe that : 
the man hrmseif is ' 
completely inadewp. . 

Dr V4rrK>aMenldoerwiHbe 
back soon, so keep those 
queries Tolling inf ~ 
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the commentators 


economy is on 



I fyou watched the Atifr- 
Jraban Grand Prix in Mel- 
bornne on the box last 
weekend and feltyou would like 
ashce of Jhe action, you may 

mod be able to have it For the 

Formula One business may be 
floated on the stock market in 
May. But before you reach for 

3 ^ cheque books, ponder this 

number £2.4bn. That is, appar- 
ent, what foe business is worth. 

To put that in perspective, 
this is more than a successful 
high-street retailer such as 
Next or Dixons, or six times as 
much as Body Shop. And for 
that money, what do you get? 
You don't buy the cars air the 
tracks. You certainly don’t buy 
the drivers, and they don’t 
come cheap. What you would . 
be buying is the brand, which 
happens to be owned by a 
single individual, Benue Eccle- 
stone, who built it up and now 
wants to sell it to the public. 

What makes this brand so. 
valuable is the global television 
rights. In TV terms. Formula 
One is an astonishingly suc- 
cessful phenomenon. Its 400 
million viewers worldwide put 
it third only to the Olympics 
and the World Cup, which in 
any case only take place every 
four years. And a high propor- 
tion of those viewers are pre- 
cisely those that TV companies 
find hardest to attract: young 
and middle-aged up-market 
mem As the TV industry moves 
into the digital age, with the 
prospect of a thousand or more 
channels, how on earth will the 



bent global clout to cot 
through the cacophony of the 
airwaves and attract the atten- 
tion of the viewers? Answer: by 1 buying rights 
io things like Formula One. 

And all prospective investors would get 
would be rights: no factories, no shops, no 
physical stocks, no physical products* very few 
staff. It is the ultimate global weightless busi- 
ness, a business where the product can be 
reduced to string of digital computer signals, 
flashed round the world, and hundreds of mS-. 
lions of people will buy 1C 

This is the future -m the sense that inter- 
national trade will increasingly be in intangk 
bles. Of course there has somewhere to be. a 
physical entity. There have to be tracks, cars 
and drivers in the case of Formula One, jist 
as there have to be TVs on which to watch die 
Grand Prix; or for that matter personal com- 
puters on which to use the software pumped 
out by Microsoft Bnl die real value- or at least 
much of it, for as this paper repotted yester- 
day there is a row between Formula One and 
the racing car constructors over the way the 
spoils should be split - is intangible. 

If you bridle at the idea that world trade will 
increasingly be weightless, consider this. Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the US Federal 
Reserve Board, recently pointed out that the 
weight of US output now is little higher than 
it was 100 years ago. but its value in real terms 
is 30 times higher. Or consider a Tbyota car buflt 


in the UK The physical hem 
bashot been dripped across the 
oceans; theimeniational trade 
is in the design and marketing, 
far those are the elements that 
have moved from Japan to 
Britain. 

The idea that firms where 
the main value is in royalties or 
rights should be traded on the 
stock market is npt at all new. 
Much of the value at pharma- 
ceutical companies ties in their 
patents, and once key patents 
expire the companies have to 
hope they have other winners in 
thepipetoe. Mach of the value 

of publishers is in their backEst 
: rather than in new tides. But 
Formula One is perhaps the 
most extreme example of value 
lying just in an idea. 

Expect in the future eco- 
nomic competition becoming 
more and more in the ability of 
countries to generate ideas like 
this. Manufacturing technology 
crosses national boundaries m 
a matter of weeks, for virtually 
all physical products can be 
taken to bits and “reverse engi- 
neered”. You can gain an 
advantage for a while by having 
a. brilliant product, but not for 
long. In airy case, once the 
word gets round that you have 
a brimant design team, expect 
that team to hive itself off. 
Why should the team work for 
mere salaries when it can 
become a business in its own 
right, sell to a whole string of 
different manufacturers, and 
maybe even float itself as a unit 
at some future dare? 

There is a practical moral 
here. It is that economic pros- 
perity for advanced, developed 
. nations will depend not so 
much on the ability to make things, but more 
on the ability to generate ideas that can then 
be sold to the world. It means ~ 
flair, entrepreneurship, maybe even 

You see^ developed countries 

are becoming the same. We wul all educate 
people to high aandards, we will all haveacccss 
to the highest technology, we will a B be able 
to raise money on the global capital markets 
on the same terms, ana we win all have low 
inflation. Even our political ideas are becom- 
ing the same: compare Blair and Clinton, or 
look at the way privatisation has swept the 
world. So what differentiates us? The answer 
partly lies in our cultures, and in particular Our 
ability to generate and exploit new ideas. For- 
mula One is by no means a new idea, for 
people have been racing cars for more than a 
century, bat it has been brilliantly exploited. 

trick; the ofoerhalFis to build businesses out 
of them. The key measure of the economic ^vital- 
ity of a nation anil be the number of business 
start-ups. Some day we may even reach the singe 
where bright undergraduates achieve stains not 
by getting a First, but by running a successful 
business in their spare time. Chances are that 
most of those businesses will weigh nothing; and 
jast a tiny number wiU be worth a loL 


namsti . 
McRae 

Formula 
One is for 
sale -not 
the cars or 
the tracks, 
but the 
brand. This 
is the most 
extreme 
example of 
value lying 
just in an 
idea -1 


The teenies vote 
for snog ’n’ run 


T he success of a well- 
known all-female 
British pop group in 
scoring four num- 
ber-one hits in a row 
as well as hitting number one in 
America has led certain sad, 
wizened wrinkEes to ask, is this 
not a world -historical event? 
Whenever, since the heyday of 
the Andrews Sisters or the 
Beverley Sisters or indeed the 
sainted Vernon Girls (spon- 
sored by Vernon Fools hack in 
the 1950s) did such a thing hap- 
pen? Where are the girl groups 
of yesteryear? Or even this 
year, for that matter? 

A cursory inspection sug- 
gests that female groups have 
always been relatively thin on 
the ground. Our battered copy 
of 1963 And AU That points to 
a volcanic eruption of female 
. vocal talent at the start of the 
1960s: the Crystals, the big, 
brassy, inimitable Phil Spector 
sound, then over in Detroit the 
Supremes, Martha and the 
Vandellas and the rest of the 
Motown stable. 

Then .silence. Silence for 
decade after decade: the Sev- 
enties, the Eighties. Some- 
where in the Eighties a band 
called Bananarama sprang up, 
had a string of hits, got bad- 
mouthed and scorned and 
ridiculed, begat Shakespear’s 
Sister. And that, until the 
dawning of the age of Ziga-zig- 
ah, was about that. 

It's one of the little jokes his- 
tory likes to play. The Sixties 
comes along, sexual equality 
gets on to the political agenda, 
women begin making incur- 
sions into industry and parlia- 
ment and journalism and the 
law: God the Father becomes 
“Creator God". Then just to 
prove that things aren't quite 
that simple, rock'n'roll quint- 
essential youth art form of the 
age, turns out to be the most 
male-dominated, male chau- 
vinistic phenomenon since the 
Mongol hordes. 

When female pop groups do 
occasionally appear, they are all 
too obviously manufactured, and 
they have the life expectancy of 
buttercups. Remember The 
■fays, anyone? WfeD I do, but only 
for one song, “Symphony of 
love" (the tune was nicked bom 
Bach). The Shindies sang “WiD 
\bu Love Me Ibmorruw”, which 
had the rare distinction of also 
being written by a woman 
(Carole Kong). It’s a great song. 
But to place any of ttese groups 
m the same company as the Bea- 
tles, the Stones or the Smiths 
would be absurd. 

Charlotte Greig begs to dif- 
fer. In her book about female 
groups (called Will You Still 
Lave Me Tbmarrow? and pub- 


by Peter Popham 



Taking the Spice Girls seriously is li ke 
asking how the Power Rangers will vote 


lished by Virago) she asserts 
that there were lots of girl 
groups making good music - 
Patty LaBelle and the Blue- 
belles is one name that springs 
to her mind - but the pop 
music press snobbishly ignored 
them, partly because many of 
the groups were black, partly 
because the press was infatu- 
ated with Genesis, Queen, and 
all things Progressive. 

The Eighties were even 
worse. “When I was writing the 
book in the Eighties, Banana- 
rama was the only girl group 
around," she says now, “and 
everyone was really foul about . 


them, calling them bimbos and 
soon.” 

Of course, once you start 
scratching around it soon 
becomes clear that girl groups 
have been around for as long as 
rock’n’roll has existed, but they 
have never done well enough to 
make it really big. 

Historians point to the 
Californian group The Runa- 
ways, a glamrock fantasy band 
of the Seventies, or Girischool 
a heavy metal outfit of the 
same decade, who had a hit 
with Motoihead, “Please Don't 
Touch", which archaeologists of 
rock stfli drool over. In Britain 


there were female punk groups 
such the Raincoats and the 
Slits, “real Notting Hill" as one 
fan remembers fondly; the 
frontworaan was a German 
Rastafarian called Ari Upp, 
daughter of a count. Yet the 
footnotes of musical history is 
where, rightly orwrongly, these 
acts have ended up. 

Then came Madonna, and 
after her success, and particu- 
larly after the way she spun it 
out and transformed her appeal 
year after year, things for gtfrls 
in pop were never going to be 
the same again. She bestrides 
the age, and one-hit wonders 


and four-hit wonders alike 
creep about in her shadow. 

Charlotte Greig again: 
“Madonna was doing some- 
thing a bit new, bringing a lot of 
hip-hop. Latino and gay disco 
music into the mainstream." 
She also popularised what one 
commentator styles the “roaring 
girl" feminism that is such a 
striking feature not only of the 
Spice Girls but also of their 
rivals, such as Eternal, Sham- 
poo. En Vogue, and the new 
sensation from Sunderland, 
Kenidae. She paved the way for 
the “snogVnm" culture which 
the Spice Girts champion, the 
“strange mixture", according io 
another observer, “of sensitivity 
with in-your-face assertiveness; 
the subliminal message of 
romance -you gel your boy by 
not giving a stuff about boys. 
The pose is yo-yo knickers, but 
the reality’ is they're quite 
straight." Evidence: both Mad- 
onna and Geri Halliwell, the so- 
called "Sexy Spice", lost their 
virginity at the incredibly 
advanced age of 18 (and both to 
disc jockeys). 

The general shape of the 
argument is becoming clear. 
Girlie pop (we’re allowed to 
use such terms again, it seems) 
eked out a miserable half-life in 
the lee of the male variety for 
40-odd years, but now at last 
has discovered the heady mix of - 
assertion, frivolity and fun 
which can set it free. This is why 
we are right to eschew the sort 
of snobby attitudes brought to 
bear on Bananarama and the 
like, and instead to submit the 
Spices' latest single to exegeti- 
cal analysis quite as stringent as 
that applied to last week's 
Premier League matches. 

There is another possible 
view, however. The Spice Girls' 
success, according to these 
heretics, is down to the fact that 
(thanks to the telly) they have 
tens of thousands of Ians as 
young as four or five, for whom 
they are fully articulated Barbie 
dolls, and who badger their 
parents into buying the CDs. 
For slightly older fans, up to . 
puberty, their dumpy looks and 
frumpy clothes are comfort- 
ingly reminiscent of what they 
see in the mirror. The groups' 
vast success, they say, ts above 
all a reflection of how the pop 
music market has fragmented 
into dozens of niches, among 
which the teeny weeny hoppers 
may be as big as any. 

Taking the Spice Girls 
seriously, in other words, is 
tunuunounl io enquiring how 
the Power Rangers are plan- 
ning to vote. It is a category 
error. Perhaps the old 
contempt for bubble-gum 
music is ripe for a revival. 


Blair needs to be more than tough 

Leading a Labour eahinet will need Thatcher’s steel and Major’s cunning argues Andrew Marr 



^ u consciously 

Thatcherite. When he spake eadier 
this week about how he would ran gov- 
ernment “from the centre” and 
promised "im compromising ... un- 
alterable" New Labour policies, he 
was echoing her. The tone, if not the 
policies themselves, thrills the blood 
of all those visceral leader-foDowers 
who felt themselves politfcaDy disen- 
franchised by the Major years. At the 

other end of the spectrum, the Labour 
left snarls privately about Blair's 
“Stalinism”. 

What’s the truth? Fust, let us dis- 
pose of the idea that Blairia promise 
to lead from the front is a pose, or sec- 
ondary to his agenda - some kmd of 
political fashion accessory. . 

He means it Gorbachev was said to 
have “a nice snule but mm teeth ■ 
Having heard Hair privately on foe 
brief, bleak future that k waiting for . 
Labour rebels or disloyal leakers, and 
having talked to shocked trade union- 
ists who tried to an&twfct him ana 
came away nursing disjointed elbows, 

1 think Blair's famous rictus is similar 
in substance. Would one of nature s 
Folherington -Thomases have dis- 
patched Gordon Brown qiute so 
swiftly m the leadership race follow- 
ing John Snath’s death? „j _ 

Toughness and leader-cult politics 
are central to New Labour. Juajs 
Thatcher created a new electoral base 
by bringing over from Labour a swathe 
m bhie-collar workers and the lower 

middle classes, bolting them on to the 
traditional Tory constitue^,sa Blair 
is trvnigto refoshionLaho^sbase, bj 
foe middle dassesbdund him. 
Having fought a desperately nnsuc- 


era. Winning them in May depends 
.partly on Blair’s presentation of foe 
election as a fight between foe strong 
(him) and foe weak (John Major). It 
may not be a pretty sight. But it is a 
carefully considered one. 

Where, though, will it lead him if he 
wins? The first point is an obvious one, 
which is that Blair will be unable to 
achieve anything much if be is not a 
strong and sometimes ruthless parlia- 
' memary leader. Without tight control 
' of n notoriously fissiparous party, he 
will be unable, to push through the 
reforms be has promised. Those of us 
who want decentralisation of power 
and political pluralism from him have 
U> accept the paradox that to deliver, 
he must first control foe centre. 

The other point is a more personal 
one, but no less important It concerns 
the complex relations between Blair, 
Gordon Brown, and the other heavy- 
weights, particularly Robin Cook and 
.John Prescott. The unchallenged facts 
are these: Prescott has no leadership 
ambitions for himself ; If he breaks 
with Blair, or storms out of aLabour 
government, it will be bad manage- 
ment by foe Labour leader, and noth-' 
lag more. Meanwhile Brown and 
Cook, tofo ambitious, are united by 
mutual and cordial dislike. 

If Labour wins, how much does tins 
matter? Let us start with another 
ample Itrutfi ‘ rammed home by foe 
Hatcher era; a government depends 
heavily on the relationship . between 
the Prime Minister and. Chancellor. 

Blair's relationship with Brown is 
comrileE the shadow Chanceflorwas 
his intellectual mentor, his more-. 
tbnn -aqnal, : for years. They speak 
almost every day in private.-And, per- 



Hard men: yesterdays Independent photomontage of Gordon Browufc mob 



ol triumphal. raisanu^« 

cram, Btoir knows veiyweH that these 

potential New 

otic, hard-boiled, rnairaalisric and, 


conductor for hostility to his own 
views. Certainly, ft jseasier to attack 
Brown, than the leader bimSclT 
MPs and shadow ministers who are 
hostile fo, Brown re tontbatBLair has 
found His own centre, and.no longer 


depends so much on anyone; they 
imply that his old friend, who remains 
■one of New Labour’s key intellectuals 
and who has grown steadily in influ- 
ence, can be difficult for Blair, a little 
younger and a little less experienced 
in the Labour movement, to handle. 

Well, we are in murky wafers here, 
which will not be finally probed until 
the historians arrive. (And what fun 
they wiU have.) But one thing is dear. 
It is that foe prospects of a New 
Labour government hanging together 
would be immeasurably strengthened 
by a quiet dinner between Brown and 
Cook, at which they buried their 
hatchets in the floor. Conversely, the 
ultimate Bluin' te nightmare would be 
a battle royal between, the two o£ them, 
with Brown representing hardline 
New Labour and Cook leading foe 
more radical wing of the party. 

At this point, the lessons of foe 
Thatdber-Majoryears become partic- 


ularly interesting. The Labour Party is 
not excited about Westminster sover- 
eignty in foe way that foe Tories are. 
but any such struggle would inevitably 
swirl around the same European/econ- 
omic policy area that so plagues the 
Conservatives, If Blair arrives at Num- 
ber 30 in May. then one of his long- 
term tactical objectives must be to 
ensure that this never happens. 

It seems as if foe lesson from the 
Major government is straightforward 
and has dearly been understood by 
Blair, trying to balance one faction 
against another, or playing off one 
assertive minister against another, is a 
mug’s game and wifi merely convey the 
impression of weakness and drift. 1 sus- 
pect that modi ofBlair's ‘Til lead from 
the centre" speech this week was 
directly intended to answer the Major 
experience. 

The Thatcher lesson seems equally 
clear. She slowly but steadily stripped 


her Cabinet of unbelievers and sur- 
vived potential rifts over Europe for 
many years before being finally 
brought down by a general cabinet 
revolt There was no one, noi even 
Nigel Lawson, whom she did not per- 
sonally dominate. Her relationship 
with “her” electorate was direct, and 
for many people almost bypassed foe 
Tory party. Eigo, Blair must create for 
himself a Cabinet in his own image to 
match the new Blairiie electorate. 

But both of these obvious lessons 
contain serious flaws. What brought 
Thatcher down was the same thing ihai 
had sustained her for so long - her 
dependence on a court, cut off from the 

and^ infected by hubris. From there 
came foe poisonous briefings against 
cabinet ministers. In the end, the Cab- 
inet reminded her that they mattered, 
in foe most bruial possible'way. 

Meanwhile, the underrated John 
Major has a lesson to leach Labour 
too. He has, after all. been a remark- 
able survivor. And why? Partly 
because he cleverly and thoughtfully 
drew on side his most dangerous Tory 
rivals, Michael HeseJtine above aD. He 
expended time, charm and ingenuity 
to keeping the vital ministers with him, 
even when he was privately irritated 
with them. It worked, given foe'huge 
ideological strains pulling at his party, 
remarkably well. 

So the simple opposition between 
a -successful, strong leader", 
(Thatcher) and a “weak, failed leader" 
(Major) may be good populist propa- 
ganda for Blair, bat it would be dan- 
gerous for him entirely to believe it 
himself. He is right to insist on strong 
leadership and a personal direction. A 
political reformist with Thatcher's 
energy and sense of direction would 
be a great thing for this country. But 
he needs to be a constant charmer too; 
Id a parliamentary system, leaders who 
get too far ahead of their colleagues 
and parties meet swift and sticky ends. 


Who would walk away 
from this child? 



London’s only Refuge for runaway 
children under threat of closure 

Our Kpfuge is ltic wily safe huuse Tor miwiwins who arrive in 
London from nil nverlhr munlry. Il is him? rif jusl four in the l.‘K. 
Recent funding cals pul the Refuge under tluvai of closure. 

Iasi year. Ihe Refuge shclfererl 211 children on ilie run from 
abuse, violence nnd negfed. 

The youngesl so far lias been iusl 0 years old. 

Ti esc children an* ihe nnwl vulnerable ill society - children 
without families, children in crisis, children in despair. 

For their sake, \\c are dclemnned In keep mir Refuge open. Y\c 
will not walk away. 

£25 will help safeguard one child 

So, please, ff you care about these children as much 
os we do call 0800 252520 or cut for coupon. 


WE URGEN7LY NEED YOUR HELP - DEADLINE: 1 APRIL 1997- 
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SFA rejects former Barings chief’s claims by imposing three-year City ban with £10,000 costs penalty 


Hopkins: Was he 
a whistle-blower 
»r just negligent? 


Michael Harrison 

Ian Hopkins, the “whistle- 
blower" who says he alerted Bar- 
ings lo the huge losses being run 
up in Singapore by the bank's 
rogue under Nick Lecson. was 
yesterday banned from the City 
for three years and ordered to 
pay £10.000 costs after the Se- 
curities and Futures Authority 
rejected his version of events. 

Announcing the results of dis- 
ciplinary proceedings against 
Mr Hopkins, former head of 
group treasury and risk at Bar- 
ings Investment Bank, the SFA 
dismissed claims that his warn- 
ings were ignored by more se- 
nior Barings executives. 

Nick Durlachcr, the SFA 
chairman, said: "The facts do 
not support thus suggestion. An 
impartial tribunal has scrupu- 
lously considered all the avail- 
able evidence and judged that 
Mr Hopkins did not 'blow the 
whistle' with any clarity, force 
or urgency. On the contrary, the 
tribunal found that his adions 
fell Tar short of the standards ex- 
pected of a prudent man in such 
a senior position." 

Last night Mr Hopkins, who 
refused to appear before the 
tribunal but waged a highly pub- 
lic campaign to clear his name, 
rejected the SFA's lindings but 
said he would nm contest them. 


He also said he regretted -the 
gratuitously vindictive terms" in 
which they had been expressed 
and repeated his claim that he 
had been victimised for refus- 
ing to plead guilty to lesser 
charges and thus escape with 
only a reprimand, as some other 
Barings executives have. 

Mr Hopkins said that during 
a telephone conversation with 
Mr Durlacher in January last 
year he was led to believe that 
the SFA would accept such a 
deal, allowing him to remain a 
“fit and proper person" and thus 
he eligible for readmission to (he 
SFAs list of directors. But he was 
not prepared to agree to some- 
thing that was untrue “however 
seductive the proposition". 

Mr Hopkins went on: “I am 
surprised that the SFA has been 
able lo achieve so much certain- 
ty in its view of what did and did 
not happen, and about who said 
what to whom, in the face of so 
much documented and circum- 
stantial evidence to the contrary." 

Mr Hopkins maintained that 
had his warnings and recom- 
mendations been acted upon, 
then Leeson s fraud would have 
been uncovered three months be- 
fore his illegal dealings in the 
Tokyo futures market brought the 
bank crashing down with losses 
of JESOOm in February 1995. 

However, the tribunal ruled 


Orange claims 
first place in 
mobile race 


that Mr Hopkins had failed to 
act with “due skill care and dili- 
gence" in his job of managing the 
day-to-day working capital and 
credit needs of Leeson as his 
losses mounted and had there- 
fore ceased to be St and prop- 
er to be registered as a director. 

Mr Hopkins declined to ap- 
pear at the three-day hearing in 
January, saying he could not af- 
ford the very substantial costs 
of attending. Had he contested 
the charges, he would have had 
to bear all the costs of the tri- 
bunal including those of the 
SFA which retained a leading 
QC to plead its case. 

However, Mr Hopkins did 
lodge a large amount of written 
evidence with the tribunal in- 
cluding his testimony to the 
Commons Treasury Committee 
investigation into the affair, 
letters from former colleagues 
and six separate memoranda to 
his bosses sent between No- 
vember 1994 and January 1995. 

In one of them he said, with 
reference to Barings (Futures) 
Singapore Limited, that “our 
systems and control culture are 
distinctly flaky". In another, 
dated 7 November 1994, he pro- 
posed die appointment of an 
Asian regional treasurer to Bar- 
ings Investment Bank but this 
was blocked on cost grounds 

He also quoted from the re- 
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Funding crisis 
threatens 
Taskforce 2000 






Disciplined: lan Hopkins, whose version was rejected by the SFA Photograph: FT 


port of the inspectors appoint- 
ed by Singapore's Finance Min- 
ister, who concluded: “In our 
view the collapse might have 
been averted if Mr Hopkins’ 
concerns had been taken seri- 
ously. and acted upon prompt- 
ly and effectively." 

However, the tribunal con- 
cluded that none of Mr Hopkins' 
memoranda or submissions con- 
stituted an adequate defence. 
Mr Hopkins knew that funds be- 
fog advanced to Leeson from 


London to cover his increasing fi- 
nancial exposure on the Singapore 
International Monetaiy Ex- 
change remained unreconciled. 
These foods, known as the top- 
up, stood ai £100m in September, 
1994 and had risen to £306m by 
the time Barings collapsed 
But, said the tribunal he 
failed to control or reconcile 
these top-ups and failed to ad- 
vise the bank's asset and liabil- 
ity committee, its management 
committee and its chief execu- 


tive, Peter Norris, of the lack of 
reconciliation or take steps to 
stem the mounting exposure. 

He also failed to alert supe- 
riors to the fact that Leeson was 
both in charge of trading fo Sin- 
gapore and the back office 
fraction of reconciling each 
day's trading, even though an in- 
ternal audit report had mistak- 
enly stated that customer 
statement reconciliations look 
place in London. 

Comment, page 19 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Taskforce 2000, the group set up 
by the Government to raise 
awareness about the looming 
computer millennium problem, 
is facing an imminent funding 
crisis which could force the 
organisation to close later this 
year, despite commitment by 
ministers to publicise the issue. 

Funding for the taskforce, set 
up last year with a £170,000 
grant from the Department of 
Trade and Industry, runs out at 
the end of tins month. No bud- 
get has been allocated for the 
next financial year. If the Gov- 
ernment fails to provide more 
money, the taskforce would be 
left with less than £100,000 
from other commercial donors. 

Margaret Joachim, a com- 
puter consultant and one of 
three senior staff on full-time 
secondment to the taskforce, 
warned that the organisation’s 
work had not been completed. 
She said: “We have undoubtedly 
raised awareness, but that is only 
the first stage of informing 
large and small businesses 
about the problem. This is a real 
difficulty for whichever parly 
wins the election. We have a bit 
of money left over for the next 
financial year but it won't last 
forever." 

The mill ennium problem has 
arisen because most computer 
systems in the world can only 
recognise the last two digits of 
a year and will not be able to 
cope with the date chaqge in the' 
year 2000. Programmes used by 
retailers are already rejecting 
date-coded products and credit 


Morgan lands £100m from Redraw sale 


* 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Orange, the digital mobile 
phone network, yesterday 
chimed undisputed market 
leadership over its three rivals 
in the race to sign up cus- 
tomers. and predicted a sub- 
stantial increase in revenue 
from subscribers. 

Announcing results for last 
year. Orange said its customer 
base was growing iu a rate of 
more than 30.000 net new sub- 
scribers a month this year, easily 
beating Vodafone. Ccllnet and 
One-2-One. 

Hans Snook, group managing 
director, said Orange had more 
than 850.000 customers at the 
end of February, following a 107 
per cent increase to 785,000 Iasi 
year. 

He said: "We're attracting 
more of the better quality sub- 
scribers than any of our com- 
petitors- All the information we 
have from statisticians and deal- 
ers and distributors says that we 
arc undoubtedly the fastest- 
growing network this year." 

The news boosted Orange's 
share price, which slumped last 
year after fears of u price war 
with its rivals. The shares dosed 
5p higher at 219p. 

The group's revenue per sub- 
scriben one of the most close- 
ly watched statistics in the 
industry, remained stable at 
£442 a year on average, com- 
pared with £444 at the end of 
1 995. Its share of the mobile 
market increased from 7 per 
cent to 113 percent, and if took 
28.5 per cent of new customers 
during 199b. 

Graham Howe, finance di- 
rector. forecast that Orange 
would break even, excluding in- 
terest charges and depredation, 
hv the middle of this vear. He said 


the company was still on course 
to make a profit fo 1998-99. 

Another boost is expected 
from the hike in the wholesale 
charge Orange makes for in- 
coming calls from BTs fixed 
phone network, which went up 
last month from tip a minute to 
around 14p. Based on existing 
usage patterns, the increase 
would raise average revenues 
per subscriber from £58 to £135. 
increasing the overall annual 
spend to £520. Mr Howe ex- 
plained: “You will probably find 
the real increase is a bit iower 
because people will make few- 
er incoming calls, but there will 
still be a rise in revenues from 
an already strong base." 

Mr Howe claimed Orange's 
low chum levels, which measure 
how quickly customers switch to 
rival operators, meant its cus- 
tomer base was more valuable. 
Chum rose only slightly last year 
to 1S.6 percent from 18.1 percent 
in 1995, though the figure is still 
the lowest in the industry. 

Orange’s turnover last year 
rose by 171 per cent to £til9m. 
including the impact of acquisi- 
tions. Losses before tax jumped 
from £141m to £229rn. reflect- 
ing a surge in staff numbers and 
an extra £220ra invested fo build- 
ing up the network. 

Separately. Cancali. the Dan- 
ish mobile phone maker owned 
by Alan Sugar* s Amstrad group- 
launched what it claimed was die 
world's first handset which could 
work on both sides of the .Atlantic. 

The move comes as all the mo- 
bile networks are expanding op- 
portunities for so-called “global 
roaming", where customers can 
use their phones on different net- 
works around the word. The 
Dancali phone will work on two 
different wave bands used by mo- 
bile networks in the UK and 
abroad. 


Steve Morgan: ‘No tax gain 
to be made by selling now’ 


Patrick Tooher 

Steve Morgan, one of Britain's 
richest individuals, is set to 
raise almost £100m through 
the sale of a 25 per cent stake 
in Redrew, the housebuilder he 
founded in 1974 with a £5.000 
loan from his father. 

Mr Morgan said the main 
purpose of the sale was for fam- 
ily investment reasons. He de- 
nied it was linked to his move 
last year to Jersey for personal 
tax reasons even though he will 
avoid a capital gains bill of up 
to£40m on the deal because of 
the Channel Island's generous 
tax regime. 

“There is no lax gain to be 
made by selling now," he in- 


sisted. ’The business has come 
on greatly in the last 12 months 
and I feel it is not really ap- 
propriate for one shareholder 
to own more than 50 per cent 
of a public company." 

The sale will see Mr Morgan’s 
stake fo Redraw, held via his 
Bridgemere Holdings company, 
cut from just under 60 per cent 
to about 35 per cent Some 54 
million shares will be placed by 
stockbrokers BZW and Cazen- 
ove with institutional investors. 

Shares in Redraw fell 5-5p to 
169 ^p on the news, valuing Mr 
Morgan’s total investment at 
£220m. 

Mr Morgan, who floated 
Chvyd-based Redraw on the 
stockmarket in 1994. stressed 


that neither the share sale nor 
■ his move to Jersey reduced his 
commitment to Redrew, of 
which he remains chairman. 

“I wanted to sell more at the 
time of the float in May 1994, 
but conditions in the house- 
building industry then did not 
really allow it,” he added. 

Day-to-day running of 
Redraw is in the hands of Paul 
Pedley, managing director who 
is also selling a small parcel of 
475,0 00 shares, worth £805,000 
at last night's close 

News of Mr Morgan’s share 
sale came as Redraw released 
interim figures for the six 
months to December showing 
a 36 per cent rise in pre-tax prof- 
its to £16.4m on sales 29 per cent 


ahead at £123m. Earnings per 
share rose from 3.9p to 5.2p 
while the interim dividend was 
raised from 1.1 to 12p. Hous- 
ing completions totalled 1,317 
units in die half; up from 1,082, 
with the average selling price ris- 
ing more than 5 per cent to 
£93,200, mainly reflecting an in- 
crease in the average size of 
house sold. 

Mr Morgan noted that al- 
though bouse price inflation had 
been strongest in the south-east, 
a ripple effect was now being 
seen across the country. *As a 
result there is every reason to 
believe that the current market 
fo sustainable," he said. 

Mr Morgan is credited as one 
of the few housebuilders who 


called the top of the market in 
1988 and 1989, selling the com- 
pany’s entire food bank before 
the recession and the housing 
crash hit the whole sector in the 
early 1990s. 

Four years ago he went back 
into the market with the pur- 
chase of Costain Homes for 
£70m, which expanded Redraw 
from its base in the north-west 
of England into the south east. 

Mr Morgan denied his well- 
publicised move to Jersey, 
where he reportedly paid £6 .5 m 
to buy the Trinity Manor estate, 


coming Labour government 
would increase the top rate of 
income tax. Tm not apolitical 
animal,” he maintained. . 


Fund manager vulnerable after stake sale 


Clifford German 

Edinburgh Fund Managers was 
yesterday left exposed as a 
potential' bid target for Euro- 
pean and US banks after the 
British Coal pension schemes 
disposed of its 32.5 per cent 
shareholding fo the fond man- 
agement group. 

The placing forms part of a 
complex and fotcr-Jockingdeal 
by the pension schemes that will 
reduce EFM's funds under 
management by 1 1 per cent, or 


1900m. However. EFM. alert to 
the weakening of its position, 
said it still had control over 
£6.7bn of funds and added that 
it would take less than two 
years to recoup the lost business. 

In a series of deals, the pen- 
sion schemes are liquidating 
their 85 per cent stake fo the 
British Investment Trust ( BIT), 
which itself fo being wound up. 
This will release the minority 
shareholders who have been 
locked into the trust since the 
pension schemes bought the 


majority stake nearly 20 years 
ago. 

BITs £60m stake in EFM, 
worth around £183m. is being 
placed in the market through 
James Capel and ftmroure Gor- 
don. BIT shares rose 25p to 
264p on the news. 

The pension schemes and 
BIT are also placing their stakes 
worth £90m fo six EFM invest- 
ment trusts, which will in effect 
sever all links with EFM. 

EFM wiB continue to manage 
a £383m Smaller Companies 


portfolio for the British Coal 
pension schemes and the 
rollover unit trust for minority 
holders in BIT And EFM ex- 
pects to acquire an extra £5Q0m 
worth of fluids this year alone. 

Meanwhile, EFM released its 
results for 1996 showing that 
while fee income rose by 60 per 
cent and operating profit by 65 
per cent last year, pre-tax profit 
tell by 2 per cent after shoul- 
dering the exceptional costs of 
the merger with Dunedin Fund 
Managers. 


Football clubs 
aim to relegate 
owners’ rules 


Porterbrook report delayed beyond election 


Michael Harrison 

The report by Sir John Bourn, 
bead of the National Audit Of- 
fice, into the Government’s 
controversial sale of the three 
train leasing companies, is not 
now expected to be published 
before l he election. 

The results of his investigation 
into the three businesses, two of 
which were subsequently sold on 
by their managements at a vast 


profit, would almost certainly 
have made for uncomfortable 
reading had they been made 
public before polling day. 

In the case of one of the com- 
panies. Porterbrook, the man- 
agement and City financial 
institutions made a £400m prof- 
it on the resile of the business 
to Stagecoach. Another of the 
leasing companies, Eyersholt, 
was sold on to a subsidiary of 
the banking group HSBC 'last 


month, netting a £316xn profit 
for its managers and venture 
capital backers. 

Sandy Andersen, the manag- 
ing director of Porterbrook, 
made an estimated £46m oat of 
the Stagecoach takeover while his 
opposite number at Eversholt, 
Andrew Jukes, is estimated to 
have made almost £16m. 

Whitehall sources said that the 
NAO, which fo an entirety in- 
dependent body reporting direct 


to Parliament, had not been 
under any political pressure to 
delay publication. Sources said 
that Sir John’s report was “some 
weeks” away from completion. 
Once an electioa is raffed he fo 
not able to publish any reports. 
Since this could happen m the 
□ext fortnight, even though the 
country may not go to the polls 
until 1 May, it effectively rules 
out publication while the present 
Government is stiff fo office. 
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Patrick Tooher 

Football clubs outside the flite 
Premier League are mounting 
a campaign to relax archaic 
ownership rules they say favour 
the bigger teams. 

If successful, the move will 
make it easier for institutional 
investors to take greater ad- 
vantage of the recent crop of 
football flotations by spreading 
their risk and taking sizeable 
stakes in more than one dub. 

Ai the moment Football 
League rules bar an investor 
who owns more than 1 per cent 
of a dub outside the Premier- 
ship from holding more than 1 
per cent of another team. A less 
restrictive 10 per cent rule op- 
erates for Premier League dubs 
but both are under review. 

The campaign to change the 
Football League's rules is being 
spearheaded by Sheffield 
United of the Nationwide First 
Division, which became a 
quoted company fo January via 
a reverse takeover of the 
Conrad leisure group. 

“You can own 5 per cent of 
ICX and Courtaulds but not 5 
percent of Sheffield United and 
Manchester United. Thar’s a 
nonsense.'* said Charles Green, 
the dub's chief executive. 

Three directors of Manches- 
ter United, including Sir Bobby 
Charlton, stiff own. shares in 
Sheffield United as a legacy of 
the Conrad deal, though none 
breaches the 1 per cent rule. 
Following the reverse takeover 
Mike Edelson, a Manchester 
United director afro ran Con- 
rad, resigned as a director of 
Sheffield United to avoid a 
conflict of interest. 

Mr Green claimed the Foot- 
ball League's ownership rules 


were based on the “Dickensian 
theory"- that the outcome of a 
match could be influenced if an 
individual owned more than 1 
percent of more than one dub. 

“There is an acceptance that 
rules draw up 150 years ago are 
not relevant now,” be added. 

His comments were backed by 
Tony Fraher, chief executive of 
Singer & FriedJander Invest- 
ment Funds, which invests in 
football dubs. “With the likes of 
Birmingham City and Charlton 
Athletic coming to the market it 
means they cannot be support- 
ed if an investor has a stake fo a 
Premier League dub. The rule 
continues to assist the Premier 
League dubs and widens the gulf 
that already exists between them 
and the rest of football." 

Sheffield United fo pressing 
for the ownership rules to be 
changed at the League's annu- 
al meeting in July. 

The Premier League fo in 
talks with the Department of 
Trade and Industry about agree- 
ing a higher ownership limit be- 
fore its annual meeting in June. 

Mike Lee, a spokesman, said 
the review was aimed at 
preserving the integrity of the 
game and governing the chang- 
ing pattern of investment. 

Comment, page 19 
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cards with expiry dates beyond 
2000, assuming they are almost 
100 years old. * 

Solring the problem is fore- 
cast to cost industry billions of 
pounds, while the .DTI recently 
estimated the Government 
alone would need to spend 
£lbn to sort out its computer 
networks. Computer experts 
fear systems coukl shut them- 
selves down after the date 
change, causing chaos." 

A DTI spokeswoman con- 
firmed that no new cash had so 
far been allocated to the body. 
“We’re committed to the ob- 
jectives and are ready to listen 
to any case they want to put to 
us about their future plans." 

Tbe latest threat to "Taskforce 
2000 is an embarrassment to Ian 
Taylor, minister for Science 
and Technology, who set up the 
organisation and who has 
turned the issue into a personal 
crusade. Mr Taylor’s obsession 
with theissue has already raised 
the eyebrows of other ministers. 

Apart from its three second- 
ed senior staff, two of whom are 
paid for by their existing em- 
ployers, the taskforce has the 
free loan of a City of London 
office and two secretaries. Most 
of the cash has been spent on 
publicity material and work 
carried out by a public relations 
agency. 

So for the organisation has re- 
vealed a worrying lack of in- 
terest in the issue from large 
companies. A recent letter to 
privatised utilities asking what 
precautions they were taking to 
protect their computer data- 
bases received replies from just 
a third of those questioned 
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Big money will triumph in this football tussle 


liusrimagnethe 

- outcryif Mercury 

Asset^Mang^ne^;- ' 

was_ banned ‘from - 
bwriing’mbre ten i 
percehtofGranacte 
. because^! had/m&e 
.?ban 1 percent of .. 
Carttoh’.- . ' . : - • . 


* — — J uicrcSilH 

cienr 8 hannoni O°S one. An- 

Football League rales tar an investor 

,wbo owns more than I percentofa club from 
°^^moreihaiaperce«ofaiK>tbeE.Tbe 

* btfciighter for Premier League 
SS.'S D , 0t Here the threSfa60 is 
percent for owning more than 10 per cent 
PM™ 1 The point of these ralej-io use 
Y pompous-sounding language of the 
i^De. « Tto maintain the integrity of the 

fSo,^ e i° p ^ c p r ^“* OT 

■ ^ old dare when football was not h 
Same &om Winch anyone other than the top 
P'ay«rs ejected to make .any money, this 
good. But now with the 

^^soio^nySite’ShCTlLSlor^S 

mg a bating on foe «todS: market foe rides 
a^being. . tested -to tbe lunit. Sheffield 
vaster^ndded itsvtrfee to the cho-‘ 
rusof those demanding change. 

There is no other stockmaxket sector aov- 
erned by rules of this type.- Just xmaeine the 
oirtcry-if hfetcoiy Asset Management was 
Danned from owning more than 1 per cent 
ot Granada becauserit had more than 1 per 
cent of ^Carlton. As far as institutional 
sharrhofders are concerned,, the rales are 
atoost certainly unwarranted: It g>emi hard 
tobehevefoat Carol GaDey of MAM would 
attempt to fix a match because it salted her 
purposes that someone other than Man 
United wonthe League that year-bard to 


t believe for everyone except Sir Rocco Forte 
and Greg Dyke, that is. 

S ' of footbalTs new investors want to 
er so that one football club can own 
or control another outright- The business 
attractions of such consolidation are obvi- 
ous, allowing dubs to share the costs of mar- 
keting, merchandising, ticketing and other 
overheads. But. does ft make for a credible 
League? The dangers are as obvious as the 
attractions. Is h realty possible for two 
dubs to compete properly with each other 
when they have a common owner and man- 
ager? Ownership of chibs would become 
concentrated in fewer and fewer bands, and 
the gap between rich and poor dubs would 
widen with foe birth of nursery, or feeder, 
dubs, serving their larger masters. Over time 
the lower football divisions might disappear 
altogether. 

. There’s not much doubt who will even- 
tually triumph in this debate, however. As 
always, it wffl be money. 


We’re finally getting 
real about Europe 


pcs mark, in both countries, growing real- 
ism about the European debate. Before now, 
Britain s hysterical anti-European hinge 
has made too much of the running, while the 
debate in Germany has been stifled by the 


cuts that are bringing foe workers out on to 
the streets. Germany, like France and Italy, 
would have had to reduce the level of 
industrial subsidies, allow old industries to 
die and deregulate their labour and goods 


official religion of ever-doser European in- f markets anyway. Maastricht is both an 
tegrarion. incentive to do fit and a handy scapegoat. 

On this side of the Channel the btisi- ! The real cost of joining EMU will he swap- 


nessraen writing m the Financial Times 
have brought io public attention the poten- 
tial costs of becoming detached from the 
European market- Our right-wing Euro- 
phobes have used suspicion of the single cur- 
rent to get the question of outright with- 
drawal from foe EU onto the political 
agenda. 


p ing foe mark for a softer currency and 
handing monetary policy to an institution 
that will probably not be as tough as the Bun- 
desbank. In the eyes of German public opin- 
ion, this might turn out to be too high a price 
to pay for closer European links and a more 
complete single market. 

One thins is certain; that the outlook for 

■ . 5 . . • nKi, 


As the businessmen point out, even to talk [ EMU is becoming less certain. Will it hap- 
of this costs investment and jobs. Britain has I pen on time? Will it go ahead at all? Who 


a real economic interest in remaining a com- j will be in? The financial markets will have 
mitted member of foe EU and the single I plenty of opportunity for fun as opinion 
market, and this has implications for the way I about these questions shifts during foe next 
Britain conducts its debate over the single ! 12 to 18 months. What is reassuring is that 
currency. This clement of the calculus has ! the quality of the economic policy debate 
been drowned out until now by the puerife | about the single currency has taken a dra- 


r f ’’here is a neat irony in the fact that the 
X-great and the good of British industry 
have ganged together to tug the UK closer 
to Europe just as German Eurosceptics have 
mustered foefr forces to try andprevent Ger- 
many from going in to foe single currency. 
In fact these apparently conflicting tenden- 


politicaJ uproar over EMU. 

In Germany the missing element has 
been what price the country win have to pay 
for joining foe Euro. The political estab- 
lishment there has been so insistent foal 
Germany wiD not sacrifice its strong currency 
because (he Maastricht criteria will not be 
fudged, and so committed to closer inte- 
gration, that the other costs have been 
skated over. 


made turn for the belter, ibanks to the 
British Europhiles and foe German EMU 
sceptics. 


Hopkins penalised 
for not going quietly 


Leeson’s bosses at the time of the Barings 
collapse. Mr Hopkins’ undoing seems to have 
been not that he failed to supervise and con- 
trol the rogue Singapore trader adequately 
but that he refused io plea bargain with foe 
regulators in return for a light sentence and 
instead embarked on a highly public cam- 
paign to clear his name 
It is hard to avoid the conclusion that he 
has been penalised for presenting himself as 
the man who tried to blow foe whistle as 


much as anything else. Washing dirty linen 
in public as opposed to behind the closed 
doors of an SFA tribunal is a high-risk strat- 


egy- 


r j"'here is a form of rough justice in the City 


and yesterday it was meted out in no un- 


These costs are not the obvious spending i certain fashion to Ian Hopkins, one of Nick 


Yesterday Mr Hopkins paid the price. He 
has been banned from the City for three 
years, ordered to pay £10.000 towards the 
SFA's costs, and hranded as someone who 
is not fit and proper to be a director. 

Would he have fared any better had he 
appeared before the tribunal to argue his 
case? It is hard to say but whatever the out- 
come he would have been a tot poorer hav- 
ing been landed with all the costs, including 
those of the SFA which has hired the lead 
counsel at ihe Scott inquiry to press its case. 

How much simpler it would have been had 
Mr Hopkins come (juicily and agreed to 
accept a reprimand in return for acknowl- 
edging his culpability. He would now be free 
to resume his livelihood. The SFA may have 
got its man but public sympathy is going to 
be with Mr Hopkins. And if that is true, then 
the SFA has weakened its standing. 


Zeneca profits pass £lbn mark I Scotia shares crash as 

diabetes drug is rejected 


Magnus Grimond. 


owsai 


Zeneca, the UK’s thini-laigest 
drags group, yesterday revealed 
that profits broke through the 
£lbn barrier for the first time 
last year fold dismissed sugges- 
tion that its soaring share price 
had been puffed up by bid 
hopes. Unveiling record profits, 
turnover and exports. Sir David 
Barnes, chief executive, saM he 
did not believethere was any- 
thing by way of speculation m 
the share price, which has 
tripled since foe group wasrfe*- 
mergedfrom ICI imrrid-1993/ 
parity on hopes foe company- 
wili be bid for by a Mg rival such 
as Roche of Switzerland. 

The yardsticks by whkfti an- 
alysts measured the group's 
performance were atlhe upper 
end of its sector bin hof above - 
it, he said. "Most of fee share 


*’ lation whbin h," he da iau^ 
Despite newspf* ISper Cent;" 
rise miradertyingprofils before 
exceptional to £I-01f»^fdr 
1996, the Stares feB from the a&- 
timepeak fah on Monday, drop- 
- ping 42p to £18.6Q5.’'Deafer$‘ 
• blamed profit lairing after foeir 
strong performance this year 




. and worries that: Zeneca had 

- only one ’drag ixx-Hs late-stage 
development pipeline.' 

Bui the group reiterated its 
. aim of adtieviogaveiage annual 
eaming&grawfe of 15 per cent 
.oyer- the next five years by 
birikfog-a leading position in 
anti-cancer- ritags- and certain 
agrochemicals, whfleerihandng 

- its position in other drug areas. 
;■&= David attempted to cafrn 

fears .about the : group’s Mac- 
clesfield plant, which man n- 
factiHesZaladex, the big-sefimg 
-anti-caucer drug where the US, 
Food and Drag Administra- 
tion has identified problems 
with the manufacturing process. 
Sir David said.20 iaspectionsof 
fee planthati been completed 
% a variety of regulators over ; 
fee past.12 months. “"We are 
confident the few remaining ’ 
bdOdat; issaes-can be re- 
soJvedwith the FD A~to their sat- 
isfaction and we- hope these 
issues**® teresaJpcdhy foefind 
of fee risonttC hesakL ; . ; 

. Thfe gbWp said'kliad 18 new ' 
produces trader development, 
excluding the- Zomig anti-mi- 



Magnus Grimond 


Sir DdvM Barnes: Dismissed suggestions of speculation affecting Zeneca's share price 


for launch this year, Pbanna- 


lastyear.wbich has won 
sdn^^hrenia treatsi^fo^diie 


to £757m, or 6 per cent ex- 
cluding exchange movements, 
but Zeneca warned margins 
would continue' to be con- 
strained by the development 
fold marketing costs of new 
products. The group plans to 


raise its US sales force from 
1,200 to hearty 2,000 this year. 

Zestril, the group's heart 
drug which goes off patent in 
2001, grew sales 1 1 per cent to 
£547m in 1996, while Zoladex 
was up 28 per cent at £333m. 

Operating losses in the seeds 
bu&ness, now pan of a joint ven- 


ture with a Dutch group, were 
cut from £48m to £3m. Mean- 
while, restructuring of the spe- 
ciality chemicals operations, 
shorn of the specialty inks and 
textile colours arms last year, 
pushed profits up a quarter to 
£70m. 

Investment column, page 20 


The power of national drug reg- 
ulators to move markets in 
pharmaceuticials companies 
was demonstrated vividly yes- 
terday. Scotia Holdings, the 
biotechnology group, saw 
£189m wiped off its market 
value at one stage after an- 
nouncing that the British health 
authorities had declined to 
clear for sale a diabetes drug. 
At the other end of the scale, 
shares in Glaxo Wellcome, the 
world’s biggest drugs group, 
were spurred on to new“ peaks 
after Sweden approved ils new 
Nararoig migraine treatment, a 
follow on lo its blockbuster 
Imigran drug. 

Scotia's shares crashed 245p 
before recovering to end I35p 
down at 435p after the compa- 
ny said it had received verbal no- 
tification from i he UK's 
Medicines Control Agency that 
it could not at present recom- 
mend marketing approval for 
Tarabetic, a drug for treating di- 
abetic neuropathy. The MCA is 
a key part of the process by 
which the Ministry of Health 


vets new drugs coming on to the 
market. 

Analysts suggest Scotia's drug 
could achieve sales of anywhere 
between £5 0m and £400m. but 
David Horrobin, chief execu- 
tive. suggested the market had 
overreacted: "This is poten- 
tially an important drug, but it 
is only one of 10 or so projects 
of equal importance.*' 

The problem follows a meet- 
ing of the Committee on the 
Safety of Medicines, an advisory 
body to the MCA. which has 
raised concerns about the dreg's 
efficacy. But Mr Horrobin ques- 
tioned the expertise of the com- 
mittee's members, saying none 
of them was expen in the field 
of diabetic nerve damage. He 
claimed the 10 to 15 people in 
the UK who he described as 
"real experts” in this area were 
all "very strongly in favour of 
the drug. 

Yesterday's regulatory set- 
back for Tarabetic came as 
Glaxo Wellcome saw its shares 
rise 36-5p to a new’ high of 
£1 1.54. partly on hopes for its 
Naramig migraine treatment, 
formerly called naratriptan. 


The approval by the Swedish 
Medical Products Agency 
means it wfl] compete in Europe 
with Zeneca's Zomig. which it 
was announced yesterday has 
won UK approval. 

Glaxo is confident the new 
treatment will not compete with 
its Imigran drug, which it claims 
is used by only 7 per cent of mi- 
graine sufferers. The clearance 
is the first stage to marketing a 
drug which analysis suggest could 
reach sales of QXhn by 2000. 

The drug industry has grown 
used to these moments of de- 
spair and elation after enduring 
a generation of an approval 
process bom of the Thalido- 
mide scandal of the early l%Gs. 
The process of gaining ap- 
provals for dregs lengthened un- 
til in foe 19S0s it was taking 12 
years from patenting a new 
compound to getting it on to the 
market. Since then, a new spir- 
it of commercialism has taken 
root among the regulators. The 
afl-powerftil Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration offers drugs com- 
panies the option of paying a 
"user fee" which can speed up 
the process. 
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Shares in Nomura Securities 
yesterday fell to their IriweSt 
level in more than four foul a 
half years. aDd at least 10 large . 


Even the US subsidiary, No- 
nrara Investment Management, 
has stopped business with its 


clients announced that they 
£ were suspendingbu^iesswitb 




busmess 
the brokerage^ after revelations 
about a traaing scandal tmkm& 
the company wife extortionists. 

Nomura's shafesfeS by ¥100 
to ¥1,370. about 70Op, making 
a 13 per cent drop since'Iasi 
Thursday when it announced 
that two directors illegalty fun- 
nelled trading profits to * com- - 
pany linked to a racketeer. ■ 
At least 10 institutional in- 
vestors have sugxmded business 
wife Nomurasince the scandal,, 
and the company’s president, 
Hideo Sakamaki, has indicated 
that he will probably resign 
wifein the .next few weeks. . • ’ 
Tbe Japanese government’s • 
Pemion Fund Association has 
pronounced : Nornnra unwor- 
fey of trading on .its behalf. 
Among fee other companies 
which have suspended their 
business are Dai-Ichi Mutual 
life-insurance Co, the Long 
Term: Credit' Bank of Japan, 
Sumitomo TVust and Banking, 
and Mitsui Trust and Bankings 


the Galifomia Public 
r Retirement System. 
j to BZW. Securities 
(Japan) yesterday the flight of 
rtsdieBts coufd cost Ncanura as 
much, as VSObn -in 1 lost rev- 


enues 


and ufaderwrifing new securities. 

*ft cbuld take several years for 
.the ground Jost to be recov- 
ered," sfod David Threadgokt 
BZW^sanatyst in Tokyo;. \ 
The scandal,' and foe ensuing 
losses, constat a time of in- 
creasing uncertainty in Japan-, 
ese fraanceras tbegqvemmeni 
canaries ana Iw^awaiied pro- 
gramme --of' deregulation 
intended to improve . competi- 
' tivenesj — Japan’s so-called 
"Big Ban^- 

According to Ayako Sato, of 

UBS Seanffies, a change of 

m a na g ement in Nomura "may 
delay efforts 1 to devise effective 
Big Bang counhtr-measures” , 
- On Mouday. two m anag in g 
directors of Nomura resigned: 


Yesterday, executives of a sec- 
ond Japanese company were ar- 
rested on. charges, that they 
paid large sums to a seveafled 
sokaiya - a gangster. 



Stephen Vines 

Horgltong ’ • 


HSBC Holdings, the parent 
company of the Midland and 
Hongkong banks, has appointed 
Paul Chow, the Hang Kong 
stock exchanges former chief ex- 
ecutive, as the deputy chief ex- 
ecutive-officer of-its money 
management aim, HSBC Asset 
Management. 

The 49-y ear-old Mr Chow is 
a resolutely low-key technocrat 
who ran the stock exchange for 
five years without producing 
any sparks or making any 
notable mistakes. 

His style of management was 
ccdtegiate, allowing more flam- 
boyant executives^ to hog foe 
limeli^it whflebe plodded away 
at his task of malnng the mar- 
ket grow. 

Growth is highly valued in 
Hong Kong and Mr Chow is 
credited wife presiding over a 
period during which fee capi- 
talisation of .the exchange grew 
fourfold, mirroring foe increase 
in trading volume. 

However, unlike some of his 
predecessors, Mr Chow has not 
moved into a prime position in 


moved into a prune position m 
the private sector. Inslead, he 
will m effect be foe numher- 
tbcee man at HSBC Aset Man- 
agement, which; Unlike the 
parent company, remains based 
wHongKpng. ■: 

Mr Chow will .report to 
Robert Duggins, the company’s- 
chief executive officer, and to 
Kevin Gregory, foe global chief 
operating officer. This makes 


him the most senior Chinese 
executive. 

Despite the Hongkong 
Bank's notable efforts to localise 
its executive strength, Mr Dug- 
gins denied that' Mr Chow's 
ethnicity had anything to do 
with his appointment. He 
stressed the importance of his 
background and experience, 
both at foe exchange and at foe 
Sun Hung Kai group, one of the 
largest local finance com pa nie s. 

The post he will fill is a new 
one focusing mainly on foe 
group's operational and support 
functions. Mr Duggins sees Mr 
Chow taking charge of strategic 
de vdo^ment ^p!^ for Hong 

He said that the deregulation of 
markets in Ihese areas 
presented opportunities: “We 
need someone of Paul’s calibre 
[to oversee this area]." 

Mr Chow has allowti himself 
a four-month period of dis- 
tance from the stock exchange, 
following his resignation at the 
end of last year. ‘The good thing 
about joining a fund manage- 
ment company is that then? is 
no apparent conflict of interest,” 
said. Mr Duggins. Fund man- 
agers are basically market con- 
sumers rather than sellers. 

HSBC Asset Management, 
one of East Asa’s biggest fund 
managers, has had a patchy 
. performance record, leading 
to a number-of reorganisations. 
However, it turned in a sterling 
performance, last year as funds 
under management rose by 87 
per cent to S44Jbn (£27.7bn). 



In Brief 


Labour work plan would cost £1.5bn 


The Labour Party's plans to gee (he long-term unemployed back 
to work would have a net cost of only £1.5bn over five years and 
would reduce unemployment by nearly 450.000. according to a 
paper published yesterday by the Employment Policy Institute. 
The research, by Labour adviser Professor Richard Layard of foe 
London School of Economics, concludes that enough money to 
kick-start the scheme could be raised by the windfall tax on the 
privatised utilities. The cost of running the scheme of about £4.5bn 
would be offset, according to Professor Layard, by savings in ben- 
efits and additional lax receipts which he estimates at £3bn. 


Recruitment market gathers pace 


The buoyant recruitment market shows no sign of slowing down, 
according to recently floated recruitment specialists Robert Wal- 
lers. The company said the recruitment cycle should have a fur- 
ther two or three years to run before it reached its peak. Reporting 
an 86 per cent increase in pre-tax profits to £3.9m. Robert Walters 
said it was looking at opening an office in Frankfort this year to 
complement offices in Hong Kong. Auckland and Wellington. The 
founder. Robert Walters, said be had no plans to sell any fimher 
shares. The company reported a maiden dividend of lop. 


Granada and YTV in talks 


Granada and Yorkshire Tvn e-Tees arc in talks io market the whole 
of northern England as a single region through Laser, their tele- 
vision advertising sales agency. The move could be a prelude to 
a foil bid for YTV from Granada, /mvstnwnt column, page 20 


Expanding; The Hoag Kong stock exchange grew fourfold 
during Paul Chow’s period in charge 


When Paul Chow left the 
stock exchange its bouse mag- 
azine, the Securities Journal . 
hailed his departure with the im- 
modest headline, "The maestro 
departs". This was backed up by 
a survey of market practition- 


ers who gave him high marks for 
his period of office. One dealer 
was quoted as saying; 

"Hong Kong loves a techno- 
crat, and PaufChow has been 
the most visible technocrat for 
some time" 


V.r. ' 
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Mercury men move to C&W board 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Cable & Wireless yesterday an- 
nounced fee latest round of se- 
nior job appointments at C&W 
Communications, its £5bn TV 
and tdephony group farmed out 
of the proposed metier of Mer- 
cury Communications and cable 
operators Nyncx CableCotnms 
and Bell Cablemedia. 

Seven, management board 
jobs were made, in addition to 
foe three senior executives al- 
ready appointed. Three fur- 
ther jobs have still to be filled, 
raising further questions about 


whether C&W can complete the 
merger in line with its internal 
target of April. The three re- 
maining posts are understood to 
be legal affairs, information 
systems and marketing. 

Five of foe seven appoint- 
ments are Mercury executives 
Darren Emwistle, Adrian 
Chamberlain, Rob Fisher, 
David Wickham and Ian Hinch- 
liffe. The other two are Gilles 
Lederc, from Bell Cablemedia, 
and Ted Hatch, from Nynex Ca- 
ble Com ms. 

Peter HoweU-Davies. Mer- 
cury’s chief executive, has not 
been given a post in the merged 


group. Graham Wallace. C&W 
Communications’ chief execu- 
tive. said: "Peter will continue 
to be chief executive of Mer- 
cury." 

fiir Wallace dismissed spec- 
ulation that foe appointments 
had been delayed hv haggling 
over contract terms.' Rumours 
suggested Dick Brown, C&W's 
American chief executive, had 
asked that candidates for the 
new senior management team 
accept jobs with just a month s 
notice period. However, Mr 
Wallace said: “This specula- 
tion is absolutely wrong. It is 
wildly inaccurate." 


Independent Insurance profits rise 


Independent Insurance Group announced a 21 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits, boosted by growth in some areas of its UK busi- 
ness while its French operation broke even. Group profits, excluding 
investment gains, rose from £33.3m lo £40.2m. and the dividend 
was lifted by IS per cent to 13.25p. Including investment move- 
ments. profits climbed 4* per cent to £52m. The profit and divi- 
dend increases were above expectations and the LTv performance 
was "against the trend." said Michael Bright, chief executive. 


DBS cleared to push for listing 


DBS Management, the independent financial adviser’s group, is 
10 press ahead with plans for a stock market listing after receiv- 
ing the all-clear from the Personal Investment Authority. DBS 
postponed its float plans in October pending a review by fee PIA 
concerning allegations made by ils former compliance director. 
The PIA yesterday said ii had found the allegations were not sup- 
ported by the evidence and no formal action would be taken. 


Crunch time for Hanson 


Hanson, the name that has dominated the stock market for more 
than a quarter of a century, she. jld discover today whether it will 
be relegated from the leading F TSE 100 share index. The index's 
steering committee meets this afternoon to deride the latest round 
of Footsie promotion?! and relegations. Compass is close to qual- 
ifying and could displace Hanson, while British Land looks set 
to replace Argos. Market report, page 22 


Thorntons back in the black 


Thorntons, the chocolate retailer, has returned to the black af- 
ter exceptional items forced the group into a £14m loss last year. 
Profits in foe six months to 11 January were £10m compared to 
£7.6m in the same period last year. Like-for-Iike sales grew by 
13 per cent in foe half, with current trading 11 per cent ahead 
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Riches in Zeneca drugs pipeline 

The Investment Column 


Few could have guessed Lhat shares in 
Zeneca would triple in the space of 
under four years, but since the spin-off 
from ICI, Britain's third -biggest drugs 
group has developed a reputation as 
one of the best on the market. The 
question for investors is to what extent 
the current price reflects long-running 
hopes that Roche or some other deep- 
pocketed rival may pounce and huw 
much it is a measure of fundamental 
prospects. The former seemed to be 
g ainin g the upper hand yesterday, 
with the shares dipping 42p to £18.605 
on profit-taking and gripes that the 
company's new drugs pipeline was 
looking a little empty. 

That looks churlish for a company 
which churned out a 15 per cent rise 
in underlying profits before excep- 
tional:) of Il.Ulbn in the year to 
December. More so when you add in 
Zeneca's “aspi rational target" of 
achieving 15 per cent a year average 
earnings growth over the next five years. 

There was little to quibble about in 
last years figures. More than 24 per 
cent of the underlying sales growth in 
the main pharmaceuticals business to 
£2.44bn came from products launched 
in the past two years. The cost of de- 
veloping and launching these products 
is holding back profits, up an under- 
lying 6 per cent to £757m in the divi- 
sion. but the prospects arc encouraging 
Casodex, the prostate cancer treatment, 
saw sales jump tram £10m to£6Sm and 
now claims a 45 per cent share of the 
L>S prescriptions market. Arimidex, the 
breast cancer drug, managed £20m 
sales from a standing start last year, 
while Accolale. Zeneca's delayed entry 
into the asthma market, is said to be 
doing better than Glaxo's rival FlovenL 

The group is also excited about the 
prospects for Zomig. the migraine 
treatment acquired from Glaxo last 
year. News that Zomig has won its first 
official approval, from the UK, will pit 
it against Glaxo's rival Naramig prod- 
uct which has also just gained its first 
clearance, from Sweden. 

But this is a big market and both 
Zomig and the Seroquel schizophre- 
nia drug to be launched later this year 
ore set to achieve peak sales well in ex- 
cess of £200m. 

These and other launches should ode 
the group over any temporary gap in 
drugs in late-stage trials, while further 
out some of the 18 products in the de- 
velopment pipeline will come good. The 
company can also use its £272m net 
cash to plug any holes: Zestril, the 
group's best-selling heart drug, was 
after ail acquired from Merck. 
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Currency could hit this year’s figures, 
so profits of £1.2bn would put the 
shares on a heady forward multiple of 
24, but by 1998 that could have fallen 
to 20. in line with SmithKline Beecham 
and Glaxo. Hold on. 

Cowie catches a 
bus to growth 

Cowie has come a long way since its 
failed bid for Heniys five years ago. It 
is now the country's second-biggest 
bus operator, between FirstBus and 
Stagecoach, and on a roll. Figures lor 
the year to December showed a con- 
tin nation of the impressive trend that 
has seen profits rise steadily from 
£1 IJm in 1990 to £Sl-2ro in the latest 
12-month period, up 46 per cent. Dur- 
ing that period, earnings per share 
have risen almost fivefold from 6.9p to 
33.2p and the dividend from 3.7p to 
l2.4p l I0.4p last year). 

The biggest profit earner remains the 

finarai- division, although the acquisition 
of British Bus means it wfli be overtaken 
this year. Profits from car leasingand fleet 
} from £33.1m to 


management increased from . 


£34.8m, again the katest in a long line of 
rises. With 40 per cert of company cars 
still bought, maint ained and disposed of 
by expensive in-house departments, 
there is still plenty to go for. 

The motor division, while relatively 
small in group terms, remains a sig- 
nificant player in the trade, with prof- 
its of £11.7m putting it on a par with 
stand-alone success stories such as ftm- 
dragon. Cowie should benefit from the 
manufacturers’ desire to rationalise the 
fragmented car retail system. 

'Hie biggest excitement last year, 
however, lay in buses, where Cowie 
dominates the London market and by 
dint of sizeable acquisitions has become 
a significant player nationwide. The 
£282m purchase of British Bus last year 
is still waiting on an MMC investigation, 
but Gordon Hodgson, chief executive, 
looked quietly confident yesterday that 
oedy mines' tweaking where the company 
overlaps with Cowie's existing south 
London routes will be required. 

Profits from buses jumped from 
£10m to £30.4m and with a full-year 
contribution from British Bus and the 
smaller North East Bus next time, the 
division will become the group's dom- 
inant arm. Although many of the ben- 
efits of the move into buses were 


Z ex$c 3 : At a stance 


Matoi vatu* El 7.6tw. share price £1 8.60 


Five year record 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

.1396 

itawvaf ftanj. JX ■ . 1 -Y/f 

Y'afir.;- 




r&'M- 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

102 

633 

659 

619 

' 975 





>3 ifeE? 

mm- 

Divide mis per share (pence) 

' - 

27.5 

28.5 

.31.0 

.35.0; 


Sales by therapeutic area (Em, 1996) 


AnH-MacSon 
El 70 m 


Respiratory 

£7m 


Canfowscufar 

! — £1081m 



Central nenous 
' system £3 88m 


AntuCancer 

£75&u 


Share price (Pence} 


1800 

1600 


1200 ~ 


800 

800 



1 

iir- 

Hi 


n 


jit 


11 


n 


92 93 94 95 96 


one-off cost savings, there is a politi- 
cal consensus to improve bus travel 
ftnrf, on a relatively fixed cost base, get- 
ting burns on seats could yield signif- 
icant growth for a while yet, and at 
much less risk than the train franchises 
Cowie has (so far) failed to win. 

On the basis of forecast profits of 
about £1 05m, the shares, down 9p yes- 
terday at 421 Jp, trade on 12 times 
earnings. Good value. 

YTT awaits the 
consummation 

When will Granada do the decent thing 
and consummate its partnership with 
Yorkshire Tyne -Tees, the rival com- 
mercial broadcaster from over the Pen- 
nines? Speculation that 27 per cent 
shareholder Granada will eventually 
mourn a full takeover bid has seen 
shares in YTT almost double in the last 
year to touch J r 300p. lb add spice to 
the pot. United News & Media, holder 
of the Meridian and Anglia franchises, 
sits on 14 per cent of YTT. 

Insiders reckon that on current 
□umbers an offer of over L320p a dare 
for YTT would be dilutive for Grana- 
da's shar eholders. But a 40 per emit rise 
in YTTs pre-tax profit to £30.2zn in 
the year to December underlines the 
value ofils franchise. Sales rose by £9ed 
to £27 lm while fully diluted earnings 
per share advanced to 34.5p (25.8p) 

The figures were struck despite 
YTTsshare of optional advertising rev- 
enue falling slightly from 10.7 to 103 
per cent, partly because telecoms 
companies concentrat ed th eir expen- 
diture in the south. YTT more than 
made up the shortfall by controlling 
costs and selling more programmes. 

But the real kicker for shareholders 
is the prospect of early renegotiation 
of the levy YTT pays to the Treasury 
for its 10-year licence. It shells out a 
massive £66m a year, index-linked, for 
theprivilege of broadcasting to Leeds 
ana Newcastle. Levy relief could 
amount to more than £30m a year and 
begin as early as 1999. YTT is urging 
a return to a special duty on advertis- 
ing. which would be applied to all 
broadcasters, including pay television 
operator BSkyB and the Channel 
Fbur commercial station, both currently 
outside the archaic licence fee system. 

With that windfall in sight and a 
Granada bid in prospect the shares are 
diffi cult to value on fundamentals, bat 
they are well worth hanging on to. 


his message in a bottle 


John Murphy, the founder of 
the Interbrand marketing 
consultancy, is expanding his 
new brewing venture. The 53- 
y ear-old marketing guru has 
use d almost half of the £8tn 
he made from the Interbrand 
sale to Omnicom two years 
ago to set np St Peter's Brew- 
ery, a micro-brewery estab- 
lished in a 13th century 
manor house near Bungay in 
Suffolk. 

He has already bought 
three idyllic pubs nearby and 
today sees, the launch of St 
Peter’s Golden Ale, a bottled 
beer which Mr Murphy hopes 
to market internationally. “I’d 
been working for major 
brewers for 15 years and it 
struck me that even though 
we have a very strong brewing 
industry we don’t have a very 
strong international brand." 

The beer comes in an un- 
usual oval-shaped bottle and is 
described as “halfrvay between 
a lager and a bitter”. It has al- 
ready been accepted try Tfesoo. 
Mr Murphy hopes to secure 
distribution through other 
large supermarkets before tak- 
ing tile brand overseas. 

A stock market flotation is 
also under consideration for 
later this year to help raise 
the brand’s profile as well as 
new funds. 

As if this is not enough, Mr 
Murphy is also chairman of 
Plymouth Gin, a buy-out 
from Allied Domecq last 
year. The gin will be re- 
launched in the US next 
month. The plan is to re- 
establish the historic name as 
one of the world’s premier 
brands in a market dominat- 
ed by Beefeater and 
Gordon's. “Plymouth used to . 
be the brand that was always 
used in pink gin," Mr Murphy 
tells me. “We have great 
hopes for ft.” 

Manchester United has 
i in the executive 
for market The Premier- 
ship leaders have signed Peter 
Kenyon as deputy chief exec- 
utive, a newly created post 
Mr Kenyon, 43, who is a life- 
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MHcro-brewenJotmMinphy wants an international beer brand 


long United supporter, is cur- 
rently executive vice presi- 
dent and chief operating 
officer of Umbra Internation- 
al, United’s kit sponsors. 

Mr Kenyon will move from 
Umbra's offices in South Car- 
olina to United’s theatre of 
dreams at Old Trafford. His 
role at the club will be to de- 
velop the United brand over- 
seas, where the market for 
Giggsie duvet covers and 
United whisky is thought to 
have a good deal more 
mileage. 

Michael Spencer, head of 
money brokers Iruercapita], 
has entered the London 
marathon in a bid to raise 
£10,000 for charity. The 
former 40-a-day man (that’s 
fags, not miles) says he will 
be disappointed if he does 
not complete the 26-mile cir- 
cuit in under four and half 
hours. 

He describes his training 
schedule as “in arrears’’, but 
hopes to catch up in a fort- 
night's time when he is on 
holiday on the Caribbean is- 
land of Mustique, “though 1 
suppose it will be a bit 
warm". Mr Spencer complet- 
ed 25 kilometres last week 
and claims the weight is 
falling off him. “It’s great - 
you can eat what you like and 


the weight still comes off." 

He is raising money for the 
National Hospital for Neurol- 
ogy and Neurosurgery. 

Steve Morgan, the Redraw 
founder, claims his retreat to 
the tax haven of Jersey will ■* 

not affect his ability to main- 
tain a hands-on role at the 
house-builder. The million- 
aire businessman says be can 
jet in from Jersey to Redrow’s 
Qwyd head office in the same 
time it tflkfts managing direc- 
tor Paul Pedley to pootie in 
from his Runcorn home. 

Mr Morgan is a frequent 
flyer . He regularly flies from 
Jersey to Liverpool just to 

watch his beloved Meisey- 
siders play at Anfield. 

Mike Hennessy, managing di- 
rector of Kalon, the paint 
group, is singing from a dif- 
ferent hymn sheet again this 
year. For reasons we can only \ 
guess at, Kalon chooses a dif- 
ferent song title to aocompa- . 
ny its results presentations “ 

each time. Last year it was j 

“More than I can Say." This I 
time it was “Somewhere over 
the Rainbow". This was se- f 
lected to reflect the possibili- 
ties of the merger with • 

Euridep, the French group. 

Nigel Cope 



THE PPF700 
PLAIN PAPER FAX 
FOR ONLY £399 IINC VAT1 

Betacom's PPF700 is a compact, desk 
top plain paper fax designed to be one 
of the cheapest on the market. It will 
give you plain paper fax technology for 
the same price as most thermal fax 
machines but none of the vices like 
expensive rolls of paper and smudged 
and faded documents that curl up. And 
it plugs straight into your existing 
line. For some plain commonsense call 
Betacom on 0990 673 006 . 


.MERCURY 
0 £: A MEMBER Of THE CABLE & WIRELESS GROUP 

PLAIN SAVINGS 

And when you buy the PPF700 and join 
Mercury's Venture Call service get 
money off your first bill - enough to 
cover the cost of. sending 500 one 
page faxes 7- with the special VentureCall 
package. But that’s not all, with the 
VentureCall fax package you can make 
dramatic savings of 60% when you send 
one page national faxes. For plain 
savings for your business call Mercury on 
0500 200 913 and quote B96 BET. 


Betacom 


PLAIN COMMON SENSE 

Add VentureCall and it's special hu tantf to your ST lines And 
you will save g0% agamst 3T Oa&c rates on one page national 
fa-es of 60 seconds duration made between 3 am and 6 pm 
Monday to Friday. : Qn« P*g» national la»es of up IQ 60 seco«fe 
dura! on sent beroeen 8 am and B pm Monday w FraUj. 0 fo* 
ends June Xtn. (997 


BBA returns to growth and 
hits the acquisition trail 


Clifford German 


BBA. the acquisitive engineer, 
yesterday confirmed its return 
to growth after two years of re- 
organisation. Roberto Quarta, 
chief executive, reported a 19 
per cent leap in pre -exceptional 
profits to £141m last year and 
plans for a joint project to 
manufacture friction materials 
near Peking and a £4m acqui- 
sition in Italy, making hi-tech 
absorbent materials. But prof- 
its fell £3m short of market fore- 
casts and the shares tumbled 
17p to 350p. 

Turnover at the continuing 
businesses rose 10 per cent to 
£I.08bn while operating profits 


rose 26 per cent to £146m. 
Earnings per share were up a 
quarter to 2Q.6p and the divi- 
dend rose from 6p to 7p. 

After allowing for excep- 
tional charges of £52m in 1995, 
pre-tax profits more than dou- 
bled to £142m. The acquisition 
of the remaining 32 per cent 
stake in Signature Flight Sup- 
port in August, and Coravin, a 
non-woven textile business in 
Germany, cost £97m- An agree- 
ment to buy International Air- 
motive in Dallas for £l76m 
was signed in December. 

Corovin will give the group 
access to new technology which 
can be adapted throughout the 
group's non-woven hygiene 


business and provide access to 
new markets in Thailand, Sau^ 
Arabia and South Africa. Du- 
ralay, the carpet underlay man- 
ufacturer. was sold for £34m. 

Turnover was equally split be- 
tween the transportation and in- 
dustrial divisions, but profits 
■were Split 40:60. The friction 
materials division overcame 
weak sales in Germany in the 
first half of the year and a 
downturn in tire commercial 
vehicle market in Europe and 
Scandinavia in particular. The 
UK market was buoyant and 
BBA won new orders from 
Nissan and Rover. 

In the US, BBA Friction won 
new orders from Ford and 


Chrysler and capacity at the Vir- 
ginia plant is being doubled to 
meet increased demand. Sig- W>j 
nature won new ground han- 
dling and baggage contracts 
and the acquisition of Interna- 
tional Airmotive adds engine 
overhaul and parts distribution 
facility. 

The US market generated 56 
per cent of turnover and 5 J per 
cent of profit. Capital spending 
edged tip to £46m, but cashriflaw 
was strong, net borrowing was 
halvedto £16m and gearing fell 
from 7 to 4 per cent 

Management has been 
exploiting synergies between 
the new and. old businesses and 
developing new markets. 


BSE and strong pound hinder Harrisons 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Shares in Harrisons & Crosfield 
fell 9p yesterday to 13L5p after 
the chemicals, food and timber 
group painted a gloomy picture 
of current trading and claimed 
to be a victim of both BSE m 
its food and agriculture arm and 
the strong pound in speciality 
chemicals. 

Operating profits from con- 
tinuing businesses nudged ahead 
from £98.1 m to £99.7m, while at 
the pre-tax line, which included 


a final contribution from the now 
sold plantation business, profits 
rose by a similar margin to 
£120.8m (£1 19.6m). A^usted 
earnings per share were lLlp 
(ilp), while the dividend was 
maintained at 9p. 

Bill TUrcan, chief executive, 
put a brave face on the figures, 
saying: “Our chemical busi- 
nesses had another good year 
and timber and building supplies 
recovered well in the second naif 
We completed our withdrawal 
from plantations and the group 
is well placed to take advantage 


of ofTportunhies for growth in its 
continuing businesses.” 

Analysts were less sanguine, 
however, with forecasts for the 
current year being pared yes- 
terday to abcait £1 17m. One said: 
“The comment on the food side 
s what has unsettiedpeopie. The 
implication is that 1997 estimates 
are looking too toppy.” 

Chemicals, where Harrisons 
specialises in chrome and pig- 
ments, saw profits rise 12 per 
cent to £55.9m, at 'Much level 
they have doubled in five years, 
with an increase in return on 


sales from 5.4 per cent to 9.4 per 
cent over that period. 

The timber drriaon, .which 
takes in the Harcros builders' 
merchants, saw profits tumble 
from £21 .9m to £153m. All the 
damage was caused in the first 
hal£ and Mr Turcan sakl Harcros 
was now seeing the benefit of ac- 
tions to reduce its cost base and 
sharpen its trading fixus. 

Food and agriculture, where 
operating profits increased 
from£3L6m to £33^m. suffered 
from the effects of BSE, which 
reduced demand for cattle feed. 
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Swimwear sales 
boost Pentland 


Tom Stevenson 


Three-quarters of last year’s 
Olympic swimming medals 
were won in Speedo costumes, 
while three out of the four 
goalkeepers playing in the semi- 
finals or Euro 96 wore Reused 
gloves, according to Pentland. 
which owns both brands. They 
contributed to a big jump in 
profits at the sports and leisure, 
group, which also boasts EDesse, 
Mitre and Bergbaus among its 
stable of brands. 

Pen eland’s reported -profits 
were devastated by a -one-off 
£40.4m charge relating to the 
disposal of its US consumer 
goods- subsidiaiy Woods In- 
dustries, but before exception- 
al items profits in the year to 
December rose 28 per cent to 
£36 m (£28 Jo). The dividend 
rose 6 per cent to 3.5p. 

The company iso. an- 
nounced it had recruited 
Nicholas- WsbsterftomWflliam 


L .. 


Baird to ’become finance di- 
rector, succeeding Frank Far- 
rant who indicated his intention 
to leave last year. Meanwhile. 
Tim Score, group financial con- 
.trailer at. Lucas rarity, will be- 
come finance . director at 
W illiam Baird. - 
Stephen 'Rubin, chairman, 
said tne strong profits perfor- 
mance vindicated the company’s 

dedsraa. fbfbwiqga steatqgfc re- 
view, to locus on its rare' sports, 
leisure and fashion markets. 
He said: "Taisis the activity on 
which we shall build Fentlaod’s 
. future prosperity.” Peo (land’s 
sharesdosed3p higher at 2Q8p. 
' Sales at Speetib were boosted 
by the lancet in March 1996 of 
AquaHade, a material Pentland 
described as “the fastest fabric 
through die water ever devel- 
oped .The company said three 
- of the four new world records 
at last summer’s Olympics were 
achieved by swimmers wearing 
Aqu ablade. 
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Year after year, 
study after study, 
one fact remains 
constant: Macintosh 
is the easiest way 
to turn your 
dreams into reality. 


{JpeiJ • D* tsS£> 


To find out more, call 
us on: 0800 174574 or 
visit our Web site at: 
http://www.euro. 
apple.com/uk 


Burt Rutan had a dream - to build a twin-engine plane that would fly more 
econo micall y, symmetrically and significantly safer than conventional 
designs. Fortunately, Burt Rutan also had a computer 
designed to help people dream. An Apple™ 
j I I Macintosh™ personal computer. Macintosh 

I I j computers are packed with some of the 

most advanced technology in the 
industry, yet they’re still the easiest, 
Iff most intuitive computers on earth. 

-A. jhe}' don’t get in the way of ideas, but 

> nothing to do help ^ t0 explore ’ expand _ 311(1 

j \ explain themselves. Macintosh computers 

USB g COHipU BT.) he]p you ^ difficuh q ues ti 0 n S . Find elusive 

answers and meet the many challenges of trying anything 
g new. Ultimately, Apple Macintosh computers help you get where you’re going 
even if the final destination is a place you never imagined at the start 
On June 17th 1996, Burt Rutan realised his dream. 'When will you realise yours.'' 
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Data Bank 


FTSE 100 

4444.3 + 6.9 
FTSE 250 

4729.4 + 0.2 
FTSE 350 
2194.3 + 2.7 
SEAQ VOLUME 
l.lbn shares, 
61,396 bargains 
Gilts Index 

N/A 
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snare pries, pence 


Scotia: 



Legendary Hanson clings to a place in the top 100 


M A M <J J ASOND J FM 


Hanson, a name that domi- 
nated the stock market for 
more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury, is on the verge of losing 
its cherished blue chip Footsie 
status. As the market closed 
shares of the once-feared 
predator were clinging to a 2p 
gain at 30 l. 5 p. probably just 
high enough to avoid the in- 
dignity of relegation. 

Compass, die contract cater- 
ing group split from Grand 
Metropoli tan is the main Han- 
son challenger. If it had held 
its recent 742 . 5 p peak it would 
have leap-frogged the old star. 
But indications Accor, the 
French leisure giant intended 
to raise £ 260 m by selling ball 
its 21.5 per cent stake, under- 
mined sentiment at a crucial 
time. 

The Hanson under threat is, 
of course, a pale shadow of its 
former self. Its creator, the leg- 
endary Lord Hanson, admitted 
the conglomerate concept had 
past its seU-bv date when he 


launched a four-way demerger. 
Two of the constituents. Energy 
and Imperial Tobacco, have al- 
ready barged into Footsie. The 
rump of the business, the Han- 
son building materials group, 
will, therefore, always be a blue 
chip straggler although a 
round of old-style acquisitions 
would help its index survival. 

La the group's heyday take- 
overs were meat and drink to 
Lord Hanson. He put through 
a series of spectacular deals, 
culminating in an unsuccessful 
campaign against Imperial 
Chemical Industries which, 
among other things, led to the 
flotation of the Zeneca drugs 
group. 

Argos, the catalogue stores 
chain, could, however, be a 
Footsie casualty following the 
latest meeting of the index's 
steering committee. It is likely 
to be replaced by British Land. 

Equities failed to hold best 
levels but ended a rousing ses- 
sion with yet another record 
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under their collective belts. 
Footsie rose 6.9 points (after 
28 . 9 ) to 4 , 444.3 with the sup- 
porting FTSE 250 index edg- 
ing ahead to 4 , 729 . 4 . Turnover 
was a heady 1.1 billion-pius. 

Glaxo ‘WeUcome’s rampant 
progress continued with a 
5 b. 5 p advance to 1 . 154 p. Be- 
sides the wave of US siipport 
the drugs giant had the satis- 
faction of obtaining Swedish 
approval for another migraine 
treatment. Naramjg. Zeneca's 
in-line results left the shares 
42 p off at l, 8604 p. Glaxo's 
strength rekindled thoughts 
the drugs giant could be flex- 
ing its muscles for a big swoop 
and that Zeneca could be the 
target. 


Scotia was the drug sector’s 
big casualty. Failure to secure 
approval for Taiabetic, its di- 
abetic drug prospect, sent the 
shares crashing 13 Sp to 435 p. 
In May they were 806 p and 
early this year were ruling 
comfortably above 700 p. 

Shield Diagnostic, which 
plans to hast a Gty investment 
presentation later this month, 
stretched a further 38 p higher 
to 655 p. 

Cookson, ahead of an in- 
vestment dinner, gained 3 p to 
244 p. Stockbroker Henderson 
Crosthwaite last night hosted 
the event at London’s Savoy 
Hotel 

Vodafone, making presen- 
tations, was 4 p down at 292 p 


and Standard Chartered, the 
banking group, fed 19 _ 5 p to 
873 . 5 p afte r meetings in Scot- 
land. VRHiams, buying Chubb 
Security, edged ahead 2 . 5 p to 
335 _ 5 p in response to institu- 
tional meetings. 

Thistle Hotels gained 3 p to 
18 S 4 p amid talk of an acqui- 
sition that could have a signif- 
icant impact on the group’? 
performance. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries enjoyed a 13 Jp gain to 
752 p on the back of an upbeat 
statement from paint maker 
Kakm. 7 p higher at 135 p. 

BOG the chemicals group, 
slipped 16 . 5 p to l, 0 l 6 p as 
NatWest Securities described 
the shares as a "trading sell" 
and EML the showbiz group, 
put- on 27 . 5 p to l, 225 p on 
Panmure Gordon support- 

The oil majors gave ground 
but takeover hopes continued 
to spur some of die medium- 
sized players with British Bor- 
neo Petroleum Syndicate up a 


dashing 67 - 5 p to a l, 425 p. 
Barr & Wallace Arnold, tbecar 
dealer, advanced 10 . 5 p to 249 p 
after coo&rauqg speculation^ 
might sell its leisure side, ; 
largely hotels and coaches. . 

Rank recently unloaded its 
coach division in a manage - 1 
meat buyout and if a mieigec' 
of the two coach/hotiday 
groups is planned it would 
form the most powerful forcer 
of its kind in tbe country. . - 
Redraw, the builder* lost 
5 - 5 p tO 369 j 5 p after chairman 
Steven Morgan said he in- 
tended to sell S 4 mni>qa. stares* 
cutting his stake; to 35 per 
cent. • • ‘ y.-V : V 

FZbemet. a dato networkmg - 
specialist, rolled out a ' 39 _ 5 p 
gain to 184 J 5 p after -fixing a 
partnership with a lea wig' 
Asian. telecommunicatkmS 
group, Telstra. Under the deal 
Fiben^ intends to usetfae'Ri- 
stra network to supplement its 
main high-speed cotrynunica- 
tions service... 


Taking Stock 


.O Gkwdiiewton’s flirtation - 
.' rnriUi pubs may be ending. The . 
pots and pans group, which 
produced profits up from . 
£ 677,000 to £L 64 m, ts said to 
bewiflmgtosefl itsCoimtxy 
. Style Inns, looking for 
around £Uhn. It Is thought to 
have made presentations to . 

. interested buyer s. Gte achew- 
Jon, which said CFFs apart - ' 
son depended on finding 
suitable sites, made no rrfer- 
enceto anypubsatein yes- 
ttxdafs results statement 

CJlW 100 ,-a public ida-i 
tious gronpspeciHlising in hi- 
lech dients, made a 
high-powered OfexiKbut, 
teaching 42 p against a 30 p . - 

placing. Only 800,000 shares, 
4 percent, were placed. Tim 
■company winch made profits 
of just over flm last yeai; was 
started 16 years ago - Its first 
diatass Bndime, now little 
more than a gamble on the 
outcome of US court cases. 
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No higher power on rugby league 


Geoff Hitton, priest, bowler and referee, is in charge 
of tonight’s Varsity match. Dave Hadfield reports 



Cream of 
youth to 
milk deal 


lea ley 


T he league equivalent of 
rugby union's University 
match might need divine 
intervention before it attracts 
the same degree of hype. This 
year it comes its closest yet to 
gelling that helping hand. 

Wielding the whistle at Rich- 
mond tonight will be Geoff 
Hilton, Catholic priest, crown 
green bowler and rugby league 
referee - a veritable renaissance 
man. 

Fr Hilton played the game at 
stand-off and loose forward os 
a schoolboy in Swinton and 
later pounded the beat as a 
policeman in Salford. In 19S2, 
he started the long process of 
re-training for the priesthood, 
playing union for an exiles' 
team in Rome by way of light 
relief. 

"When I fractured my ankle 
in several places, I was asked by 
the bishop to retire, because 1 
was having to have so much 
treatment," he said. 

When he was ordained and 
returned to Salford, taking up 
a post as a hospital chaplain, he 
returned to his first love, 
refereeing in the North West 
Counties and later the Student 
Rugby League. 

On top of his bowling activi- 
ties - he competes on the 
notoriously hard-drinking, 
heavy-betting professional 


circuit known as the Panel and 
is good enough to have readied 
the final of the sport’s second- 
biggest knock-out, the Thlboi, 
last year - it makes for a hectic 
lifestyle, especially now that he 
has his awn parish in Blackburn. 

“If you have several interests, 
you have to find timer he said. 
“Obviously, if there’s a dash 
between parish matters and 
sport, the parish matters have 
to come first But I love being 
involved in sport." 

Fr Hilton has become one of 
tbe student game's leading ref- 
erees, taking charge of all their 
major finals. 

“The student game has been 
making great strides. Standards 
have improved tremendously in 
the time that I have been in- 
volved. The Student World Cup 
last year was a very high stan- 
dard and undoubtedly opened 
a lot of people's eyes." 

A clerical involvement in 
rugby league is not unknown - 
Fr John Cootes played on the 
wing for Australia in 1969 and 
1970 -- but there can be special 
problems for a priest. 

“I referee according to the 
laws of the game, not any higher 
authority," Fr Hilton said. “For 
instance, if players swear at 
each other I Lend to ignore it. 
If it's directed at me. it's a 
different matter. 


“Not that there’s much of a 
problem in the student game. 
It's a very we (j-disdp lined form 
of rugby." 

He wfl] hope that bolds good 
tonight, when Oxford meet 
Cambridge in the Varsity match 
for the 16th time. 

Oxford, who have lost three 
and drawn one of the last four 
encounters, have grounds for 
expecting to break their 
drought 

Linder their new coach, the 
South African international, ■ 
Nico Serfbntein, the Dark Blues 
have hit their best form for years 
and have two players, the 
winger, Jonathan Parker, and 
their second-row, John Hobart, 
in the Great Britain squad. 

But Cambridge, behind Ox- 
ford on points' difference at the 
top of their southern division of 
the SRL, still have their captain 
and scrum-half, Dave Green, 
who was outstanding in last 
year's clash, and Jonathan Grif- 
fiths, who played for Paris St 
Germain last season. 

The game is being played in 
London on an evening during 
term for the first lime, which 
should encourage a healthy 
attendance. Usurping that other 
affair at Twickenham might be 
a pious hope, but it must be 
theologically sound to observe 
that God loves a trier. 



•A game long associated with ; 
beer’n’fags vnD have 15 million 
radvertismg sites on a product ; 
' with healthier cnondtaboas this 
.season, writes Dave HadfieW. 

' Dairy Clresu one of the ojunnys 

- leading milk suppliers, will put, 
a new Super League brand of 
. the white stuff on to die shelves 
^bf more than ^superararkets 
this month., Belter, still, it’s 

. se mi -skmuried. 

The first licensing deal tocar- 
. ry the Super League logo was. 

; launched in Bradford yesterday 
and, apart from £250,000 worth 
=; of promotion on litre cartons, 


<pres 


the game stands to gain 
£150^00 for youth, develop; 
meat if the brand takes off as 

■ Dairy Crest believes h wiU. * 
The Rugby League ’s director 

of marketing,, Mark Newton, 
said: “Tfnsr shows how fir. the 
game has come in 12 months. We 
: are increasingly at tractmg com- 
panies of this sort of profile." . 

Halifax are.- fo open talks 
with their missing winger, Mark 
Preston, about a possible return 

to the game, The former Wgan 
player has not turned out for 
Halifax for almost a year, fol- 
lowing his decision not to be- ’ 
come a full-time professional. 

. Halifax are also talking to an- 
other former Wigan player, 

■ Kelvin Sfcerrett, and hoping to 
sign him in time to play against 

Photograph: Andrew Varfey his old dub on Sunday. 



Holding a bale and a whistle, Fr Geoff Hilton combines ne^gkm and refereeing 


Blaze raze play-offs Cambridge end losing streak Close stands aside 


lee hockey 


Solihull Blaze have pulled out 
of the Premier League play-offs 
at the 11th hour, (caving the six- 
team round-robin competition 
in chaos. The club is believed to 
have suffered a player revolt, 
with the entire team refusing to 
play in protest at not being paid. 

Premier League officials have 
been forced to scrap the original 
fixture list and now the remain- 
ing five teams -Swindon, Slough, 
Kingston. Guildford and Telford 
- win play each other on a home 
and away basis, leading to semi- 
finals and a final. 


Keith Milhench. the Kingston 
Hawks coach, said: “It's been 
absolute mayhem. 1 can't stress 
too strongly how disgusted 1 am 
at Solihull." 

Manchester Storm's Hilton 
Ruggles wiQ sit out his side's next 
two Supedeague play-off match- 
es following a disciplinary hear- 
ing. Ruggles was involved in a 
brawl with Newcastle Cobras' 
Tfcrtao Koskela during Storm's 
3-0 defeat last Wednesday. Al- 
though both players were hand- 
ed penalties during the game, a 
video has shown Ruggles using 
a helmet during the affray, which 
means an automatic ban for ex- 
cessive rough play. 


Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 
reports from Milton Keynes 
Oxford University 0 

Cambridge University 2 


John Mayer, a second-year 
medical student, will not forget 
his 31st-minute goal at the Na- 
tional Hockey Stadium here yes- 
terday. It sent Cambridge on 
their way to win the 97th Uni- 
versity Hockey Bowl, breaking 
Oxford's run of six successive 
victories. 

The pattern of the game was 


set in the early minutes, with 
Oxford packing their midfield 
and defence and only occa- 
sionally threatening the Cam- 
bridge defence, in which Ian 
Sands was outstanding. 

Although Oxford played a 
tactical game, h was Cambridge 
who looked mote likely to 
score, forcing their first penal- 
ty comer in the 31st minute and 
from it winning a penalty stroke 
when lan Bateman was sent 
crashing by a Oxford defender. 
Mayer made no mistake from 
the spot - it was a moment for 
the Light Blues to savour. 

Their joy might have been 


short-lived when, w ithin seconds 
of the restart. Bateman was 
given a temporary suspension 
for a tackle on Renwick Irvine 
and Cambridge had some des- 
perate defending on their hands. 

They survived and, with Bate- 
man back on the pitch, began 
to move forward again. Oxford's 
downfall came with their inabi- 
lity to convert penalty comers. 
They brought Roger WDoock on 
for each of their eight comers, 
but it was not his day. 

Cambridge’s captain, Mike 
Meredith, a former Oxford 
Blue, made sure of victory in the 
final minute when he scrambled 


in Cambridge's second goal at 
a penalty comer. Toby Griffiths, 
last year's Oxford captain, and 
Sands were named players of . 
the match. 


Cricket 


crickeL chairman last year, has 


OXFORD UMVERSmfc L Crofts (StCMter- 
tne'sV.T artnw» (KaMa): J MaeOorafck&- 
atao. M Bair (New. rapU. B Romano (St 
Catharine's}, D Dl aa n l e (St Ettnud Hal): T 
Johnson Uesusl. R Mm (Uncoki), B Cope 
IBmastmtt): T Matthews (SI EJftnuvl HaO). 
B Bratton (Kettoj. Sdntttntse used: J 
Cutraes (Worcester). J Hod£» (Queen's), R 
Wlooek [Biassnase). 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY: P P hrtiu w fcl. 
fntwOBm]; I Sends (Robuson); D Ctarton (Si 
Cdtfwnria’K}, D Hsnfc* ORotsraon), TPwr CS«J- 
ncy Biranfr O BMW lEm man utiP. M Mered- 
ith (date, rapt), I Ba ts ma n (Emmanuel: J 
Mayer (St Johns), C Mamas fHomertorj. G 
Playfair (Robinson). Sa baU Bi t e s used: T 
OBMon (Hiqftss HUJ. O Htmtiwotm (Chrtsfaj. 
UmphoK S Smote (NCHUA) and H Jatnsan 


Brian Close has resigned tom 
Yorkshire's Cricket Committee 
and will serve instead on their 
Public Relations sub-committee. 

thisyeap . 

. The 66^ear-okl former coun- 
ty and England certain feet that 
his new role will give him ihe; 
chance to promote Yorkshire 
cricket: 

"Twill be able to express my- 
self more freely and inany case 
I am also interested in helping 
to publicise all that Yorkshire 
cricket has to offer," he said. 

Close, who was replaced as 


seas batsmen, tbe latest being 
' Australia’s Michael Slater. 

: “t strongly believe that we 
, should be giving opportunities 
to ouc own batsmen mid would 
, tike to see younger players 
coming through," he added. 

. TThexe are some other things 

■ wfth which lam unhappy but as 
a member of the Cricket Com- 
mittee I haw felt unable to raise 
them in general committee." 

Yorkshire's- cricket affairs 
have recently been run hugely by 
the eridrotchairmad Bob Platt, 
andthe. captain, David Byas. 
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Independent 

FANTASY 

FOOTBALL 


^THE INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 

T oday we publish the latest results in our Results will be ’published every Wednesday in The 

Independent Fantasy Football game; Independent for all games played from the pre- The overall winnei 
supported by Philips Energy Saver vious Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also., the entrant who hi 
Light Bulbs. appear the foliowing Sunday, in the Independent other Independehl 

oq Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday. 

Terras and conditions as previously published 


! PHILIPS 

[Lef& Mate, finings befoe 


ji 


Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 


Top Fifty League Table 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 2 MARCH 


MR PETER FRAN KENT AL 

MR SEAN BROSNAN 

MR SIMON LIU 
MR ASHLEY BBFTTLE 
MR GRAHAM LONGSPANE 

MR WILLIAM BARR 

MR PETER FRAN RENTAL 

MR RICK YAP 

MR GARFIELD MCCULLEN 
MR PAUL MATTHEW 
MR SIMON DRAPER 
MR KEITH HORRY 
MR IAN GROUT 
MR JOHN COX 

MR J GODWIN 

MR DARREN NICHOLAS 


IPS MARTI 

OASIS 

DEFENCE ROVERS 

RELEGATION 12 

SANPUNG STROLLERS 
KRUEGER F.C- 

ARLENSIU 

OUT OF MIND 


T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game; 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Tfeam Market and Scores table published below, 
shows four scores. The Week 30 fWk 30) column lists 
all paints scored in Premiership matches played be- 
tween Monday 3 March - Sunday 9 March inclusive. 
Column B lists ail points scored before tbe transfer 
period Column A lists all points scored after the trans- 
fer period The Overall (Ov) column lists the total 
amount of points scored in all matches played from 
Saturday 17 August - Sunday 9 March. 

Also published today is the Tbp 50 League table (see 
left). It lists rhe overall top scoring Independent Fan- 
tasy Football managers and their teams for matches 
played between Saturday 17 August - Sunday 2 March. 


4 points for a goal ■ 4 points fora goaikeeperjdefender 
clean sheet ■ 3 points for a successful assist ■ 7 point 
when a playeris selected and plays ■ / point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, I point 
fora draw ■ Lose 1 point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points for a red card 


. ..--.PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season wifi be 
the entrant who hasaqcnied more points than any 
other Independent fantasy Football team in that 
time.Wm theiiItfriiate prire-a tiqjtothel998 .. 
World Dip in Bnnce: The wfoner, plus companion, 
will see aQ the action of a .quarter-final and a semi-fi- 
nal of their choice, plus the final. In addition, the 
highest scoring team each month wfl! win a pair of 
tickets to one of England’s World Cup qualifying 
games at Wembley. ^ 
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MONTH 6 PRIZE WINNER 

CanfpatulimtfaktMrRpbmSKvaaonfrom Carterton mOxfordMn. 
h*o u this months prise winner with his learn V.C.Rivmidc. He has 
ymapairoftitjcetiloseeEiiglkwl'sWbrtJCi^^piai^erwiai Gear- 
giacuWcmb!eyon30Apnll997. The sathnwtehs presets for match- ' 
apfayedbowMn20Jariuwyand23fcbniary. r 
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Team Market and Scores tersTi 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED RW5M 17 AUGUST - 9 MARCH; WEEK 30 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED HIOM 3 MARCH - f MARCH 
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CODE FUm 


GARFIELD BOYS SECOND 


TEAM i FOOTS " 

WUB B 4 


— I SALVE CODE FLAXES TEAM | 

Q» i&nt WE30 


■FOOTS i WX* jCOCE ftAYKE 

B A 0» tfau I 


THE DOORMAT 


PLATE EC 

ORGANIC MANURE RC 
SILK CITY 

SOUTHFILL F.C. 

NORVOOD 


500 Seaman 
MS Bosrieh 
3tM Fluwen 
.VC Khanne 

306 Huctaxclt 

307 Ootzcw 
■W Rbn 
30") Southall 
330 Mamn 
.03 Jsi nc* 

335 ftwle 

336 Houli 

337 Schmddid . i 

338 Wald 


GOALKEEPERS 
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sport 


: England hoping to benefit from confidence of ‘Leicester lip’. Chris Hewett reports Marshall 

ok to returns 


wain Healey, the fourth 

J* England’s 


iectois as a potential Joafrtenn 

■g“Jo &ewi Morris, re- 
acted to the news of hfeca^up 


aside 


confidence from?” be was aied. 

From my ability” be replied. 

Leaving aside the young Cas- 

; sms Clay, it was dif^ltto re- 
call a newcomer to the 
international sporting arena 
with such bottomless reserves of 
pure nerve. The longer the 23- 
year-oid liveware from Mersey- 
side reflected on the challenge 
of faong Wales in Caidiffthis 
weekend, the closer he seemed 
jo get to some Ali-styie verse, 
it would hgve been no sur- 
prise had he ended his press 
conference by amotmang: *Tm 
feeling so mean, we'll win by 

is.” 

Healey’s cocksure perfor- 
mances for Leicester this sea- 
son have left any, n umb er of 
Courage League back rows 
thirsting for blood. There is 
hardly a flanker in the land who 
would not sell his grandmotb- 
: er for the chance to collar the 
most swaggering^ bold scnnn- 
hatf in the country, but as the 
Welsh loose forwards may 
discover on Saturday, you haw, 
to catch him first , _ 

In naming Healey as the 
only change to the side that let 
a golden Grand Slam opport a - 
• nity slip against the French 12 
days ago, Jack RoweU, the Bag- 
fpand coach, described bis fresh- 
man as “a very exerting package 
with a touch of pace mat you 
don’t often find m scrum- 
halves'’. That pace was there for 
ail to see when the former Wa- 
terloo and Orrefl wing was gjv- 
en his first taste of international ' 
action as a replacement during . 
England’s same in Dublin last 
month, and Rowefinow. hopes 
that an early promotion will 
light his side’s blue touch paper •: 


at a notoriously awkward venue 
- secure a Triple 

• to Healey ever truly 
J^wdered liBs^r to beany- 
“nig other xfian asernm-hatf. 
“I started in the portion when 

iwassaandlMe ptasedhtfffictts 

SL games with- a- 

No ?on niy back," be pointed 
Out vesterdsiv. "ft's not a 


but-qirite the opposite. 
When 1 started playing on the 
wing, I had to stop myself think- 
ing like a scrum-half." Aruf 
how does he think now? “Eke * 
a Tvgfy player^ be said. 

All of which* wail have btaT: 
music- to RowelTs ears as the 
ooadi tried to restore the con- -, 
ndeoce of players embflrkjngoa- 
the rodw road of total rugiy- 
. Provided Healey's baqc sgm ww . 
half skflfe- the passingtbe box-_ 
; kicking - hold np rin Tfest 
conditions, the phenomenal 
natural talent that n hi rninate s 
eveiy other part Of 'iris- game : 
should help Phfl de GfanvSle 
and company “make sense -of > 
their brave new woricL •>***: 
■ Healey replaces Andy 
Gomarsall, ins stockier, sturdier 
but more obviously lunited- 
rwal from Wisps. He started the 
season a very distant; fourth- of 
four - Rowell’s recent experi- 
ments with Kyran Bracken of 
Saracens, and Northampton’s . 
Matt Dawson had byno means 
been written offas failures- and 
it was not until he produced a 
string of vintage displays daring 
Leicester’s stampede through 
Europe in the Heineken Cup 
that.his case- began to appear 
irrefutable. 

His contest with ■ Robert 
Howiey, the Welshman whose 
own turn of speed makes him 
the No l.contender for the Li- 
ons scmxD-half berth in South 
Africa -this summer, -should 
prove: one of the most com- 
pelling aspects of what promis- 
es to be a nrighty occasion. 
France may .be -odds-on. 
favourites to toe iip th&Frve Na- 


dons* Championship by beat- 
'■ ing Scotland in Paris this meek- 
• end, but oot.even the prospect 

■ of a Gallic Grand Slam can 
v overshadow " the fact . that 
.. EagJandwiD be making a final 
: attempt fo tame the dragon 
■V before the Anris Parkis laid to 

rubble in preparation for a 
total rebuild. ' 

■ Understandably, given an 

- entire casebook of English 
nightmares in Cardiff, RbweD 

•: is giving h& only bankable goal- 
kicker, Paul Grayson, as much 
. rime as possible . to recover 
; .from a groin condition that 
showed; encouraging signs of 
improvement yesterday. If the 
Northampton stand-off fails to 
: ■■ make it, MikeCartof Bath will 
-'mow off the bench mid into the 
cauldron: : 

-. According to.the coach, the 
side picked itself once the 
smun-half issue had been 
■^decided. “We thought of play- 
. mg Jeremy Guscott in the cen- 
tre because we always do, but 
.'when you have someone like • 
- W5L Carting performing well 
andjusdfyinghis place, it is right 
to get behind such a dism- 
guislied servant until he breasts 
the tape.” 

If that sounded like a vale- 
dictory pat on the back for 
Carling, die m»n himself was 
playing a typically inscrutable 
hand oh the subject of his 
international future. “There 
wd] be no definite decision on 
retirement until this summer,” 
England's . most successful 
former captain said. 

- *Al the moment. I'm inclined 
IP think, that this will be my last 
Five Nations game, but I don’t 
want to close the door just 
yet." *.. 

iwum (v WWm, CBRflfT. SttidMT 
SOBMoa (Newcuaaf); J SMehctoatme 
(BmW. W Cttb« Otokoni, P Do te* 
(Bafft, tape, T Uademood (Neweante); P 
Wavmi (Nomompton), A HMtoy (teice*- . 
tert, O RwrtiM (Ltfcaasd. M Iteem 
(BristoO. J UoMRf fffeftaquM. M Jotmaon 
(Uun r*. s Shaw (Bristol). L UKo 
(Waspo), T Rortrar (Northampton). bTm 
CS aaoana). M l K W Bwti. J ftta catt (flew. 

M Catt (Bath}. A Goamd (Wasps). D 
f w ftnUi (LsJcesfta), p rraatWi g (Gfcuas- 
ar), B CM* tffirtunonS- 
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Austin Healey (left) horses around with Mike Catt in training yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 

Penaud out of Paris finale 


Alain Penaud, the French 
stand-off will miss Saturday's 
Five Nations match against 
Scotland at Parc des Princes be- 
cause of a pulled thigh muscle. 
He will be replaced by Nar- 
bonne’s Pierre Boodouy. 

■ A neck injury sustained by the 
Bath prop David Hilton has 
forced Scotland to change their 
substitutes for the match. Peter 
Wright makes the bench in his 
place. 


Arthur Hastie. the team 
manager, said: "Hilton damaged 
his neck a week ago in training 
at Bath. He played on Saturday 
but his condition got worse.” 

• Llanelli have called off Fri- 
day's Division One match at 
home to Treorehy after losing 
a sixth player to the Webb 
squad for the Five Nations 
game against England. 

Their flanker Andrew Gibbs 
joins Spencer John, Mike Voyie, 


Nige! Davies. Wayne Proctor 
and leuan Evans in the squad 
and the coach, Gareth Jenkins, 
will now not risk playing an 
under-strength side. 

David Campese could be the 
scourge of British teams for one 
final time as he contemplates 
ending his career with a Com- 
monwealth Games gold medal. 

The world record Test tiy- 
scorer, who announced his re- 
tirement from international 


rugby on the Wallabies* tour of 
Britain last year, is considering 
playing next year in Kuala 
Lumpur. The 1998 games in 
Malaysia will feature Sevens 
rugby for the first lime and 
Campese has not ruled out be- 
ing pan of the Australian team. 

“I’d be very interested in 
competing in the Common- 
wealth Games," he said yester- 
day. “But I'd have to be picked . 
first." 


Squash 


England's Peter Marshal L mak- 
ing a comeback after a two-year 
lay-off, has been drawn to face 
Australia's Brett Martin in the 
first round of the Lcekes British 
Open Championships starting 
on 31 March in Cardiff. 

Martin was the last player 
beaten by Marshall in the British 
Open, going out in the 1995 
semi-finals before Marshall lost 
to Jansher Khan in the final and 
was later diagnosed as suffering 
from chronic fatigue syndrome. 

After a complete rest Mar- 
shall resumed training three 
months ago and has already 
beaten several top British play- 
ers, including Simon Parke and 
Paul Johnson. He has been 
granted a wild-card entry to the 
British Open as he has no 
current world ranking. 

Pakistan's eight times world 
champion and British Open 
title holder, Jansher Khan, will 
seek his sixth Open title as top 
seed. For the second successive 
year, he is drawn to meet Derek 
Ryan, the Irish champion, in the 
first round, and another first 
round repeat sees Peter Nicol 
facing Paul Johnson. 

Domestic hopes will be 
pinned on the new world No 4. 
Simon Parke, who missed the 
1996 event recovering from 
surgery and chemotherapy 
t reatment for lesdcular cancer. 
His projected semi-final oppo- 
nent is Jansher. 

Australia's world champion, 
Sarah Fitz-Gerald, is the top 
seed aod favourite to win the 
women's title for the first time. 
Another Australian, Michelle 
Martin, winner for the past 
three years, is second seed. 

The first round takes place at 
the Welsh Institute of Sport in 
Cardiff after which the rest of 
the tournament take place at the 
Welsh National Ice Rink. 

LOKES BHfllSH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Canart, 31 March): Seedb#K Men: IJan- 
sher Khan iPaM. 2 R Eyle& (Aust. 3 P f*cd 
I Sool. 4 S Parte (Eng). 5 C Walker (Eng). 6 
J Povtvr (Can), r A Bar ada (EgrtJtj.ee Mar 
an (Aust. Woman: 1 S Fuz-GeraM (Ausi. 2 
M Marwi i Aus>, 3 C Jackman (Eng). 4 S tofrigm 
<Eng). 6 L lrv«g iftust. 6 S Homer (Eng). 7 
C Owens (Ausi. B S Shone iGen. 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 
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•• 1 AHDfi VWavUteft Haro 

2 BlacMjum v WmbMUon 
: 3 &waan v Party—. — ^.Jt 

4 Letaaster v Mktffesbrautf -.. 

5 Manctanv Lnd v ShetfBekt 

6 Newcastle, v Cowmy___ „__1 

7 Ncxori&anyFoTtt v Xb&pot* 

-i| Southampton vAiSBrai 2 

q^Tbnannflm v Le«s».~ — : — ^ — ■— .1 
' Playing Bumfayc Chabsa v Sundertand. 

N m Moow M m Foot ba B I awgw 

First Dtviskm . .* 

10 Crystal Patece v Nrxwth — t 

laoiimat y v Manchester Cay:.....^....J Z 
12 Huddeisfiaid v Pornmoufftw-™.— ^ 

aaipamcnvBoBon - — ■ .. X 

U OWham vwste^..- .-2 

15 Ron Vale v —X 

IB Reading v Bradford Csty 1 

ST Sheffield UWvOKfcRUitti —1 

IBScwihenavQPR — ; — ; -X 

3»SrttodanvStote r X 

20 ‘ftanmem * Bamriay 

Ptayt^amto^VtestBronivBitT ^ y tOT . 

Second DtvMoa . . . .. 

2X Bnsnttonj v Sunday w — m. — 

22 Bury vQSln^Jsn — X 

23 ChesCerfbid V'U^oOinbe — _ — 1 

24 Craw v Luton ^ 

25 MOWal V Sournerwamh . — J. 

26 PBttrtJOtoutfi y SgJttpoft- r -^-- — »- a ~ 

27 Rotherham v torts County. ........... .JX' 

23 Shrewetuy v pynMJodi — — UX‘ 

29 WlKtonl vWetaB 

30 Wrexham vMJrkOty .-1 

^JpresDn. ragtag SBnty Bristol Rmes 

ir Bnstol CS %1 / • / '. 


FootbaO 

7.30 untoss s&ned 

COCA-COLA Clg* 

S£Mt4=BIAL SECOND 

M M i rtW (2) v Stockport (04 PAS)— 

FACARUNCPRMBJSHBP' 

Wart Ham v CtmW (7<AS) — ■ — 

HATtONW PEEO OTBAa IEASOE 
FIRST MVISaON _ _ ~ 

quarafa MLRan«n v Ramflngtt^ 
BEU'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

WWStON 

M b » )»t Poodaa IM tfXSj - — «■ 

SECOND DIVISION 


31 Sadist v Swansea — __2 

^CaMavHnrtnd _1 

33 0ariogB>n v ChaBtor^ — — — .J t 

.' SAawtorvSourthqipe— ; — : — 1 

. SB HardeMQl v Rochdate — 1 

■BlUIC^wBdOon— X 

37 Honhampfon v Uncofo 1 

* 38 StartwrOu^iv Torquay — .....I 

3SW»nvCWT*rW»s — ! 3C 

»^to««d%:CSRfiavOoncastm.Cotch- 
esffifvMacafecL Pla y i ng twfay Leyton 
Orient vrattam. .... 


40 Ahertofln v Dundee United 

. AtHeemvltenfan ■: — 

42NknamockvUmharaBB- — 

<3 Railh v D u tfemAne 

PtavtocSmtege CetocvRargeri- 


44 Afedne v tUkkk : X 

45 Qrdebenti V Panic* i 2 

44 Dundee v St fohrwtora— X 

47 St Kbim v MOrtrxi 1 

■48 SSning tf East Rfe i 1 


SwofldMvUoi 

40 Bennck v liwigStDn — J 2 

Also pUying (not on caupom): B&chn v 
Ctyda; Queen of the South vHarT&QO; Sten- 
housmm* v Dumbarton: Soaroaer v Apt 
IkMOMMoo: toon RowSvQuerti^ ftffo 
; OwdenhoMh vA«tirtw»e Eaa Sdrttmrv Al- 
looc Horfw v MorttxxK SwBfJJBss 
fen msde v Ron County. . . 

. Poor tow &ww « Party, Ttanmwe v 
Bamrtty Crewe vlLflon. AbenMen v Oundaa 
Unaeri. . 

Bw a w aj *. LwerpooL. Manchester City 
. Swansea. tXjnJarrnfino. Panick. . 


!CISt£Afltg Pr e Mlar OMafagH^ter- 

ou0i * Hartmdff Sa«K. 

v Ashford (7.45. Wfland **** * SM 
Borou0i v StouamOfjs. Soaa maBM*on: 
Dartftxd > Rxtorgiwn Ttown (7^S5, Si 

La p natS S ann rtl i Harfflrt f7 ■”)■ 


. Swansea. OiriannBno. Pwik*. . 

- Iwi kaac Manehasnr Utd. Neweasda, 
Cnatsi FWaee.Shartlckl'Utd, Brantford, M4- 
wwfl, CadWa, Hartlepool, Hearts, St Mirren. 


(T^ShraM9b<iiyvVftamem(7ir).'nMDt- 
«Mwc ¥ Dartforton ff.Ot Unooto vScwy 
. rborprk {7.05; Sochdato v Ooncasrar (7j£fl; 
.ScwfnraufR) vWMtrt (7 j0). 

AVON INSURANCE CQWMimON Hfrt D4- 
«Hbk Brian* CW « Chrfcae; BAtol Romre u 
CBHfrt(W)U#OjailtonVSDUtoRVton OXfc 
Oxford UWv Docnfe Rjnanwdh « MBml (TXn. 
KA VOUtH COPHtth round: Crystal Pataca v 
- Totmtmm<L<JL(at Lnaj. 

Ro^tiy Laa^tM 

730iM*aattuoxr - 

tflMLA< OC I MM W W»M « q tQBmbngp 

iMoavvQdMIUnMEv fetRWwmr««E. 

BOB ar LEaIbuE. Hrrt OMatort KBfeEi fe/ 
a^ »IMIIMwwi lfe M W»B toaa . 

Rugby Union : -.‘ 

HART gajaORg FOW COUNT IES CHAMP- 

IQMSWfmafcWMcefteAHearibnivSrBBMr 
BMrin 0 iam( 8 JQ fettuetonfan* ««3. 

Iceboctoy 

SUPERUAfiPE WXrOWS. CHrtp fc top 


- - .. ..HYPEHON 

aio Code Red 23S Strathmlnstef 3JOO Reapers 
Rock 335 Iron N Gold 4.05 Stac-Pollaidh 
4^0 Mr Conductor 5.15 Lord Lamb 

GOING; Good IGood to Fbm in pferes). 

■ Bi^fe^juid, tend ewase. Run-ta 200yds. 
■ComsertJmywwoTAl sndAtiCVL ADMISSION: Manbcm&lS; 
Paddock 18 ; Course ia. CAR PAHK: Ptade area il; rest froc. 


aUNKEBED raST TIM B:!— t Penny (5J5). 

WINNEKS IN THB LAST 8BVEN DAZSc None. 
IXWG4HS75WCBB1JNNEBS: T3*w Canr(4.05; has been sert 
3«S mfles ty A Hobfa6 from KtngBbrtrtjg, Dwpil 

fl enfKEYSOE SBJJNQ HANDICAP HURDLE 
|4^W] (CLASS 6 ) £2,375 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 mooro BffiKNBaCtlOMmMHaxferSUlO Bltrnm 

2 5UERPP KANO V6USB0R (lp B Reece 10 11 ID IMo0M(7) 

.3 OP203-2 BMMBDSEMIRItSfe (7)WMal011 4 TJwfct 

4 545-430 W9C0UNr8JU.Y(t3) (OtCiadaon 12 U 4 0BtSTCws(&) 

5 RBB04 SHAIU1K (14) B Ueadfei 10 11 3 MrjLUnwfea 

6 00 U CODERS) OflWMw-4 1010 ^fflcMrti 

7 MOOD NHUIMHAIE(U)0&mn6lD6 Mill si ww 

8 4P0466 Stafe FOR £SS H3) EJadBn4i05 SWymm 

9 ‘V4PP-P0 DOOM RDCE (93) MssLSKUal 6 10 5 XSHmM 

10 4CMU6 iaCKUEVM«C14Hahiw7U)3— ——ferspl Ofcw B 


HYPERION 

2JU> Court Master 2X0 Safly-s Master 3-10 
m Of A. Touch 3.45 Hold Your Ranks 4J20 
Katoore 4J5S Urban illy 5^0 Top Javalln 

GOtNCc Bwty.. 

■ Left-hand, atep, cotase with dm nm-tai 

■ Course fa N of town oo A9B0. Saxton lm. ADNQSSUW: Tktr 
lexaalte £10; Conse S5. C48 PARK: On ndb £1^0. rest bee 


U 263700 SUGHILY SPBOAL (9) B ftnoe 5 10 2 XGaute 

-U4KM- 

BEHUa& 7-2 Edwd Sajwooa , 0-2 Code Med. 51 Baridrtrta, HVto- 
OM Trty, 7-1 sqdfey ^adaf. M Skaoalwe. 12-1 eOwn 

0~5E1 MELQBOURNE MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
)E) £2^25 added 2m Sfllflyds 

1 SP06P-5 MArANT OUTBURST 03) Mess Warn 7 11 5 — teyfeww 

2 300 DQUMKOHONOUR (13) H One 5 U 5— ..-Meed OKwr 

3 BfeGHrnAICtAaSBtaans5U5 HrTWi 

4 40 BUSIER (S17) fes E&naa Wamg 9 13 5 Efena 

5 CR234 0ACH0(R?3 (34)05har«ao6115 (AMi^Wtfe 

6 332003 LEAP MITE DARK (U) Mb L9dMl 811 5 — T9dda0(7) 

7 031-0 NORTtEM SIM (95) J (Using 6 11 5~JlkaJ Womal (7) 

8 06 5lRAMIM51Bt (83) K BaAQ 6 11 5 TJ(7SiA«ae 

9 4 1EOROAA (21) J Jertons ? 115 MHOvI 

10 OWM VJftSAl. Dometf 8 11 5 AlrRAmrwn 


BUNEERXP tarmiEc None. WINNEBSIN LAST 7 OASSt None. 
LONO-MBZdNCBraaRaS: The Secret Grey (2.10)4 Leek- 
ten OamaMDdw QLAQ) sera 212m by p MeQHn from Cheshire. 

fOTnl EAST OSWELL MADEN CHASE (CLASS F) 

£3,475 added 2m UOyds 

1 PPF35 flats MOOD 04 A GUsi 6 11 5 DJKmmACS 

2 342522 COnrilASlER WRBxNvDllS PHefley 

3 /25FTO m8BANmS(2fe6ton7U5- MrURttR) 

4 SP-2PEP MWffllWrtOi C73) J SpemT U 5 MMa 

5 6-005F2 THE SHSPBtErrQD McCain 611 5 . . OfUrtt 

6 OSWO) »«Aifear{feRftasl8110_ )AW 

7 32f TBaKMTttDWB BMqP toeflOllOjeAieitorta 

HEmN&lMlCwrtlfeWsr, T-2 taWMfe 6-1 UMtrt Nathan, 51 Ike 
Secretory, 12-1 Brte Wood, 14-lTferi^e Free, 20-1 Wrtklo Trie Wood* 


10 (WW) TMBALODTODnnfl^SllS WRArSHOD 

11 34 CASIIE IIEW (9) BBraeyG 110 KGarta 

12 604523 DARK PMOMC (16) 0 Mnnan 7110 JIBtemaV 

13 BPPPOP UU.Y THE FKUr (47) fesBataa Wartng6 U 0 .-RBafaoqr 

14 062000 LOCH NA KEAL (20) C Match 5 11 0 OFarttp) 

15 66000 MOT TO PARK f43}M ftrt: ^ 210 RSfepte 

16 OOOPPO NUN5LUCY(43) FJonferb 110 SWyme 

17 DAIBIT BOY W Mason 4 10 10 TJtrta 

-17 AecWred- 

KflMfe 6-2 Mnrtwinitar. 3-1 Oarh nmwfc, 7-2 Daeeta, 51 Iwfe ta 
The Dark, 0-1 Carte Mow, 15-1 BWBrt Ourienl, 25-1 rtbars 

h»nni bletsoe handicap chase (class f> 

L" v l £3^475 added 3m 

1 1WP46 CEUMO P7) T Rnsr 9 11 10 SWyraa 

3 ajPow «n»i squire ( owjosj/vuMow nn a xcm» 

3 PPU24 TDI aOUBI (FR) (20) M teradotm ID 11 7 RSula 

4 raws RETAIL IMOR (21) Mk S EdWBdS 12 11 5 JArTHMi 


roAnl teaboy MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
l*** rrv l £2325 added 2 m Sf 

1 623P5 AMMTBB) IFR) (415) i McConnacrie 9 11 5 DU*y 

2 034 BsnST (23) M Pae 6 11 5 OKMrti 

3 0O-O5PO BOQZYS DREAM (1^ N Thomson 6 U 5 SBaren£ 

4 54Q6P0- BRSKE5 PRBE (320) G Hem 611 5 P Henley (3) 

5 400004 OOOL KARST (US4) (ill H daynes 6 U 5 _ MrS Dnca (7) 

6 50323 DBMDTMKAIM (14) R Fiea 6 11 5 JfteM 

7 OOP MCKAMU5(BB)6lifen6U5 feKFWi(7) 

8 5-00044 UmaANCSMMAIOER(7)DMcCHi5U5 -VSMOery 

9 5f BX)H TYCOON (B8B) Pitch 8 115 WUwdon 

W «W WU0W5flOU£7TE(2qA(tt4s5U5 Rtoeaw 

11 &O06 COMtAUCHTS PRBE pA) P Habbs 5 11 0 J) J Kaouei ® 

12 QPP2-P PAPRBCA (28) A Newxrtie 8 U 0 ATboraton 

13 400-504 smUBH.(K)Jf^»»9110 HrRPayoe 

14 36 SAI1TS TW*tS (4*) J MXK 4 10 4 D WM rt 

-14dectared- 

BETTWfc 6-2 DefeMlttNrertR. 7-2 SdfyYi IWos, 4-1 Barttoel, 5-1 LatM- 
a* CBomdar, 7-1 Waw« fertetts, 8-1 Pfedka, 12-1 ConiwqSK's Pride, 
1U Annetew, 20-1 otoew 

Tin] HORSES FOR COURSES tfCAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4^075 added 2m Sf 110yds 

1 11211-4 A1L0 GEORCE (to) (CO) A feacorne H 120 Alriemtoa 

2 SK141P ORSHBI LAO (32) [CO) PHcttsS 11 13,-MrS Deral (7) 

3 211155 BO OF A TOUCH (32) (CD) PI FnB 1110 4 IFMt 

4 4-4343F MSaSAMBt 09 (QRRAHtnan 10 100 DSafier(5) 

Mntava «e9c ICfe. True hanKap ttetffa: jWBveaAer 9a 10b 
Bora® »8 ABo fieoga, S4 BK Ot ATeort. &2 0 wm 4 Lad. 6-1 Jrt- 


KGarte 5 4UT-2 REAPS® HOCK (15) » Mrs S Sum 101013 J»W»lwai(7) 

6 2MfP6 SHESM LAO (20) Mrs T Mcttres SUmer 9 1C 13 — TIM 

UVte 7 PUtMSP CB3TC UMD (21) D Burtnet 9 10 12 HJBnrthrt 

8 254P2F KBUfS SHUMG IUSA) (30) HOmj 10 10 n . Jacqri 0B*t» 

Ae _ 9 314«P COASTING (16) CBaktocn 10 a -A Bates (S) 

LA® 5 10 66MKM MGHT FANCY (IS) A Woodrow 9 100 J A McCarthy 

U P0P-35P BAUM RULER 05) P Pochard UW0, RBeflany 

j I a rytfe -lldecbred' 

i cater AawwnneaelOH. True ■«#!&: M^irFarw 9a 13t. Salto RJer 9s «L 
rTHfc 8ETnn6: 7-2 Itn SoUer, 4-1 Reapers Ftock, 5-1 Retrt Rmawr, O-lCeiri- 
EByae », Wng^ Stokfe. 7-1 Cattle UWd. 8-1 IW Frtcy, lfr-1 others 

2m n QRl LADY RIDERS' CHAMPION (tfCAP) HUR- 
««|7) 1^*".! DLE (CLASS E) £2325 added 2m UOyds 

Mm 1 2PP26U FAST PWW (SC) (D) H Ckw 12 12 O-lfce C Speartefi (7) B 

Oaart 2 4AM50-U SIEVE FORD UP (D) C MariOCfc 8 U 10 — MesPJOMSlS) 

IMWOD 3 312P03 *OHHeOU>W(D}T(ZiXr5U.* — Sopta MM (5) 

toarta 4 PS3360 MB7SPOitraRLpC)neue<iei)r81013JC»EJMs(7) 

ananV 5 3240-2 ALKA tflERNADONAL (20) Mrs P lo«iae> 5 10 13 

Manqr UtoCTowosteym 

am P) 6 240305 KKMY CHARMfe (27) M BasOxgi f. IX) ll.-Aen SUM 

M 7 PF2O*0 SrnntBHOOHOlif kxterSWB JSayW OSierS 

Wyme 8 353655 WMA»HAtt(463) A BaUrwBlOOJteFNeaitenm 


9 400 VStoNBA FRANCO (81) B Pearce 4 100 leesalmg 

- 9 dedarsd- 

BETTMEe 5-2 btM N Gold, 3-1 Dofiy Sport QrL 9-2 KgNy Dmnkig, 5-1 
AMa UtomSenal, S-l F^ry Park, SUtOngUoon, lt-1 othen 

|AnC| THURLHGH HANDICAP HURDU (CLASS 
II E) £2,925 added 3m 2f 

1 1&35S> IU8B1 (33) (08 C Uwlnc* 9 11 10 IBKwanoflr 

2 423 -333 7Ur(i»A){13)ASreeer7U6 TBey V 

3 0-5U235 STAC-POUAS3H (35) (BF) K Batey 7 10 1 W Watt (7) 

4 OUTTOl- JORNSTDNS BUCK (3U) B Clrty 8 10 0 BMtepby 


54 c] UTILE CLOSE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
r^ir) D) £3,650 added 2m Bf 

1 2BULMJ HOLD YOUR RANKS (20) (COIR Frost 10 12 0 IFraw 

2 1-236F5 LAHBtmQUHA(118)DUa(is710U— DJKsvaaadl(9 

3 31P1 RrtT0(U4)(C)J Nan 71011 WHantnn 

4 11252/0 VAUAKnfe (USA) CO) M Pen? 9 10 G D Watt B 

5 12tf«05 C»SS«rSB(jr(19JR6sdw6104 XAfeun (7) 

-Sdecfered- 

BEHW6: M OwkCs Bar, 31-4 Rlttn 3J la MmcM 5J VeBantoe; 
11-2 Held Yow Ranks 

IJAI LTTTLE TOWN NOVICE HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £1£50 added 2m 5f UOyds 

1 POO' BAUMI CHANCE f734j TLongS 12 3_Mr4mosttalg{7) 

2 BRYN’S SWWY 6 Blagmugr 10 12 3 — Ma)orflWtiBBliy(7) 

3 OT CBMR SQUARE 05R) h IrtsC 12 3 MrJJrtetia 

4 3PI42P- GOOD KBfe HENRY [2SS ! VftVtoombe 11 123 

KfriWkkkanbern 

5 » KAI0OREC4»57)P9*^ie«3123 »RMKtrtf7> 

6 CBfflQC- MECADO (442) F YSnKy 10 12 3 lteMIM«w>(7)V 

7 26W SEVENTH LOCK (X£17) Us 1 RacMtxO 11 12 3 

— Mwtatoekfccd[7) 

8 OCV TtXTS APAOff (L58S) o Cator 8 12 3 Mr ( Down* C7> 

9 /6PF TOWS esauti STAR (6)0 Cana 9 12 3 MraP«irtH(7) 

10 WSV ABSBiT IOCS (956) B Young 11 11 12~toS5S Ytow«(7) 

n HERH0RSE MbsA H-Oiwfl 10 11 12 MrLJeffanJ (7) 

- 11 dectarad - 

BETTW&S-dCadwSciuwe. 13-SKWoore. 7-lCoodNngHewy.9-lHer- 
bone, 12-iTOart Apacte, 16-1 Itoewto. BakSw Chema. ajtfs Stay, Ab- 
•ent Kinds, 20-1 others 


5 1P4603 TWER CUW (40) (CD) A Hans 11 100 .OBunow® 

6 6^tS0 THSICmE DANGER CIS) |CQ) O&tonan 13 10 Q.JIIkCfewi 

-GdadWed- 

BETTWG: 5-2 Stac-PnBairft. 3-lTBty, 6-2 Jotastons Bach. 5-1 tanm, 6-1 
Tiger CUm, IS-lTMs Nettle Dwaar 

Irtrtnl BOLNHURST NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
r^l £4075 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 6W1FF BROOWSO^J&flinlPllS lAUcCMV , 

2 6-32133 MR CONDUCTOR 142] (Dl (BF) R Amer 8 11 3 -J R Kavana^i | 

3 QOOP/J D® SONG (15) P (Yttharo 7 11 2 RBeAamy : 

4 P- 33540 «0BAtUXM9JKWW0we8U2 Afitt 

5 151O0F PEGASUS BAY (1D6) D UnNbn & 11 2 SHcNefl 

BETTING: 64 CnxMag. 2-1 Mr Cewdirtor, 6-1 Pt&U* Baf, 10-lotben 
[c'lel STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS 
(jwAOj £^500 added 2m UOyds 

1 161 LORD IAMB ITS) ID) Mrs Mteel^ 5 120 GL*e(3) 

2 MOTHER RUMPUS CMEtm 5U 4. — SopNe MbdMl (5) 

3 5U6 EMBARGO 111) J &rtoc 5 11 4 IkHDiniOpm 

4 KAN0ISON J Jerieis 6 JJ 4 R Staple 

5 4 Ml MONTAGUE (BUTDcmrty5U 4 TBey 

6 0 MUAIiAF (28) Mrs A Woodrow 5 11 4 lAUcCertfiy 

7 2 S(NMrinnUiEmmNHnla3tr51l4_JRKMmtfi 

8 1AST PENNY J Unger 5 10 13 JHBreMWiB 

9 HBDIAHA FRMXSS 9 fteoe 5 ID 13 IUogtaRl(7) 

ID DO QUSTYUNE|41| JtasWb 10 13— — JBwCSpeertg(7) 

n 0 1EEMYS FUTURE p36) 0 ftenrari 6 10 13 WWakh(7) 

12 DAD’S ARMY IWD B (lirtey 4 ID 10 — £f*upty 

13 o DBISTAR (33) J Mute 4 ID 10 l AfeN 

14 PERFECT ANSWER JNwfc 4 10 5 .T Dwcemhe 0) 

-14 dectarad - 

GETTING: 6-4 Lon! Uwd>, 3-1 Smday Venture, 6-1 Dwft Arwy Tin, 8-1 
Teeje/e (ttw. 16-1 Ertafio. Kandjaoa. 20-1 ottas 


Ia'ccI JOKERS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2375 added 2m If 

1 F31-153 BBDRXY HOUSE (5) (CD) M Pw 8 12 0 DWatt 

2 2101-gP 7K7 IBEH HYER (21) (TO ) Junes 12 1C 12 IPddr(7) 

3 KJ1405 URBAN IHY (39) (CO) R Hooges 7 10 9 — J ttanfe (7) B 

4 005 ALPMEJ0KBl(12) PHot*s4 108 0 i Ravana0i (5) 

5 OOu-4 HUWCSYItt0U14jMBareiani6104 A Thereto* 

6 P-2SP5U AUCES M8B10R (14) (Dl K Bttcg 8 10 2 RQreweB 

J XBC&5 POOHSnat{14)Rfo6!H09 MrANoldMirtfc 

b 10-5000 AUMKK CCUWNADE (21) U Usher 10 10 0._W McFarland 
9 PW060 ROYAL BUNT (11) H Haynes 8 100 JArLBaKerm 

-9 declarad - 

Itfnerum bq^ic last True negmr Pooh SWfc 12*. Coumaoe 
SW 13 d. topHQto 9a 1‘JSx 

BETTING: 3-1 (Men LBy, 7-2 Mewly House, 4-1 Rode Symbol. 5-1 Alpine 
Joker, 7-1 ABca* Mmr, HW Tedi Fflrer, 14-1 Peoh SJk*. 16-1 Attn** 
Cohmnade, 2D-1 Rojnl GIm 

TEMPLERS ROAD HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £3^75 added 3m 2f 110yds 

1 P-€1A41 TOP JAVAtM (HZ) (12) N Hrata 10 11 10 Jlr G Sheakta (7) j 

2 0231-06 KEAN0 (3SQ (TO p Fttts 8 U 9 .WHkrstm 1 

3 10-04 SflME G4FM (13) MesV Softens 9 n&Mtev Stephen 

4 5663-PP SA.VERWO (37) (D) p %xSgr) 11 10 12 SBmrai^i 

5 1AJPP.V. BOTTLE BUCK I486) T Hnd 10 10 12 PUdA^Mn 

6 P0OOO4 BOUtfKl (23) C B an*e 9 10 T P Healey (3) 

BETTING: 11-10 TBp Jeraftr. 94 Keaoo, 4-1 Sawdpe, 5-1 Sp» Cappa, 
14-1 BottnaL 2S-1 Bette Btadi 


RACING RESULTS 


uwjcr wssetooumYLMO® n«t 

ybkw Thrto W&* v ««*«" »*»• 

^.WHCSIWHfiAO KENT LEK2X: SPeBW * 

tonn. 

»»iniiawoawmBSE 8 srLEM«e»w- 

arier OMHou: Bandy v 

hora (tad Star. . ; 

JEWTSON HKSttx Wk aat* £*« “ 


K ShrftaW Staelwv Nrtfindiem PBrthos 

(730). * - * ; .V • ; . ■ 

Other sports 

B A D mam:'tBne*»&g** CttnChar®. 
SrtWG OtaDunei WWrMta, Brnranffam). 
boms: Men* Nome IrasmetonfeChempHn- 
stfes (Befemoney.OD Aotrara, 




JGWSOH MERCK IBlflae 

weavPafewtoB. 

vtobiuUtnfea vfttt«K»fe Urt «««* ■ 

SS^AJOBaWL WBHWf jgg 

Btfeloe TfeOB « Iton County OK****"" 

y(torBy%Mfettw(Mn>aT»«* w i y fc 

^PwwiflTtiiww wrt ga. n , , r 

Bffldwoir* »a.<TJ»: a Cartste 




the nurnb^lf^per^J , 

feoatted for;ff : sh«toek;Wti 
by Sntan fe 
Qfcmiic bafkrw^irRpati. - 


CHELTENHAM 

" 2S0: 1. SHADOW U»DER 0 OsUomto 
5-1; 2. PYfaeaM 25-1; 3. ftontt Braeae 
1D0-L IS tm 2-1 fw ftwffrfs KMdn ftafl). 
10. y* (C EBPtoa Chad^wcrtoO. Tote 
£530; £2.40, £S30, £36-40. Dua Fcracasc 
£69.60. CSF: £12066. Trw £0294-60; 
£4^2L50 cartel fawweOttBrttamaiS 
today. Non Buww. Whart 1T» Vgnfict. 
23S L atROTAL tfi PMOCOfi H-2 2- 

Sraike 5»t 11-2; 3- Caflbate 13-2. 9 rao. 
11-30 fcv MuRIgan MO. %. 6. (M Pine, 
wtotnaert. w* £7 jo; tiso. bjbo. 
£L40. OF: £2L90. CSF: £3338. Tots 
£25SO. (ton Runner Oh So Ralty 

SJSLMAKEASTWDlAPMcCoyl 7»l; 
2. TTi ■Wrimortrf 33-1. 3. S»aca Traeter 9-2. 
17 nn. 7-2 fee ItogQ AcOcn (ptdiet) up)- S. 
%. (M Ptoe; MttAd. War £560 £29t\ 
£8,60, £Z5Q. DP: £13330 C&: £133.06. 
Trier £316,60. 

UKL FU«rs NAP (DBrtde*a»r) 20-D 
2 .fi to.m tra ete < 2 S-La. 6 eowdCorogaod 
* 94 fee. 14 ran. 17*. W Ataor. Bfentf- 
fortf Forarn). Tote: £35^40; £6.70. £3.00. 
£3-aa DR £21180. CSF: £36338. Tricast 
£2. 432.48- IiW £44030. 

A30: J. MN8 UfOFBt 9* R TToirton) 
7-2 2. Tkn For A ton 15-8 taC 3- 
0o8e»201. 11 iwl Mr. 15. {D NcMson, 
Ter7®to<W8«.TWrt£«JO: £L90.£L70. 
£ 1 .sn OR £4.40 CSF: £9.73. Tricaet 
£10689. 7HK £15.90. 

&06f i FHAIMMeAR Mr R Thornton) 
ld-l; 2. Yartnf 7-2 fov; 3. DanPnf-33-1; 

I 4. tfeBe DwitocS-l. 24 ran. 2, 5. P Mcfal- 
aon, Temcte GuRfeg)- Tolrt £2280; £4^0. 
£150. £7.00, £2.60. OF: £38.70. CSR 
£5023, Tnaasc £1^582 £1- Tntx £582.70. 

' lachpofe noMrtxi; £B9,272J1 earned tor- 
wns id CfMBBrfBfTT. today. 

Ptocapota S3328Q. Qwedpot £23.16. 

PJeea & £36786. PfaeaS: SC-38.. . , 


PONTWELL 

2JO:l.BAAOAPTMOUPO04a0Tert 7-1; 
a. ttacnl 6-4 tav; 3. Topegtowt Al. 11 
ns. 3. 6. (G L Moore). To (k £9.70; £2.30, 
£1.10, £1.70. DF: £6-10. CSF: £1743. Tno: 
£1030. 

245: 1. RBJ BRANCH (7 J Murphy) 4-6 
fey; Z Braun RDtter 6-1; 3. Coroner Catt 
14-1. 4no. 4. 7. (J Rn0. TttK £180. Of: 
£280 CSF: £4-39. Nft HyttYT Hun. 

34ftl-SATroTW0(PHtrtQ^ 8-13 tav; 
2 BrwdeeiAa*rti4-l;a. MB I Did 34-1. 9 
nn. hd. 23. (M Tompkins). Tote: £1.70; 
61.10, £1-90, £2.50. DF: £2.70. CSF: 
£3^4. Tn« £5.7a Wt Doutta AcfeevanenL 
Fotoetr^a stewedB" Inquiiy. Bractertieath 
wm OTaquafffiad fmm ISAntf ptacea 2nd. 

3^0; V ST VI11E IB PdmcS) 3 -1: 2. 
Radar’. Pal 10-1; 3. Saattr 12-L 6 ran. 
U-4fa/S*Bn Street sht-hd, 9. (RBuckteT. 
7MRr£33Ct £170. £aS0. DR £1050. CSF; 
£25-68. 

4jft3-CRS)«l©FM0ri) 7-1; 2.H»f 
ristown lady 6-1; 3, Master Canary 
14-L 8rao.2-l tw Vlcoa. S/j. 2. (S Wood- 
man). TOte £9.70: 030, £390. 17: 
£37.40. CSF: £40.71. 

435: 1. SFUNfOE © Qataghed 15-8 jt 
tavr 2. Certain Shot 15-8 Ji tec 3. Hotfo 
Satrcy 6-L 13 ran- 6, 13. (H Johnson 
Hougimn). Tote £2^0; £1.10. £1-20. 
£220. OF: £320. CSF: 1420. lm £920. 
Ptoccpot £44.60. Qww fea fc £19.60. 
Place 6: £56D2. Place & £39.33. 

SEDGBHELD 

220i 3.9RBM«U> MANOR ^ Tqfer) 
33-1: 2. SfwflBi AUxy 8-1: 3. Britfrt Dtt- 
ttoy 50-1. IS no. 5-2 few Ruber. 3. 'k- U 
Sstonon). TMk £119.60: £12.30. £1.30, 
£1020. 020- Oft £37110. CSft £26901 
Tricast £11507 J3-Tna rat won; £2t&82 
carried fomart to OWtennaff 3J5 moap. 


2SSc 1 NUWAY IS Tsj*») 5-12.Ua»- 
ter naebnaa 6-1 3. ffem Leader 8-u lav. 
12 ran. sM-hd. 8. (M Barnes). Ttter£4.50; 
£1.90. £2 JO. £130. OF: £16.90. CSF: 
£44.86, TDK £27.90. 

830: 2- MEN OAR Ate J M nacrao 2-1: 
2. Kuafabeioo 11-10 fa* 3. Fortstown 72. 
7 ran. i. nk. © Ouffianl, Tote: £290: £190, 
£JL60. DF: £050. CSF: M.94. 

4J0: L CROSS CANNON iB Storey) 4-1; 
2. Wawrt Oecrg* tav; 3. Rme Oe VWee 
a- 1. 4 ran. 7. 10. U Wade). Tote: £4.90. 
DF; £3.20. CSF: £9.1 £l 

A4& 1. PONIEKBTRA IN Horocte) 6-1; 
2. Country OrcMd 11-4; 3. Wayuphfll 5-2 
ter. 12 ran. %.3V>. (KIAaganl.Tote: £6.70; 
£3.70. £130. £190. Dial Forecast £1060. 
CSF: £22hO.Tnn: £12.40. Non Runner. 
More(te6ft. 

S-20; 1 R0THARI (9 SupEle) 712. Dir- 
artOM Baacft 14-1; 3. Jandorcot 16-1 34 
ran. 64 tev Cfeuaing (putted up)- shi-hd, 
sra-hd. (6 RothneU). Tote: £20.00: £4^0. 
£45a £2170. DF: £3130. CSf: £115.78. 
Incase £146935. Tna not wn: £273.02 
to CnenETlnrn 315 today Nfr Matre De 
Uistoue, SAfirMinx. 

pfacepet £2.13620. Quatfpot £131.30. 
Mca 5: £466.47. Pfeca & £9238. 

■ ASaiy Revelry and Gary Cahill the 
irsiner 'and rider of Siroremc Target, 
fefl foul of the ScdgcBcid sfmvsnls to- 
dsy when theA 1 were found to be in 
breach of RuJe 151 -the non -triers rute 
- faJkrwirtg the marc's founh plnrc be- 
hind Bontcvcdra id the Stanley Raring 
Novice Hurdle. Cahill was banned 
fiom riding for seven days (20-22, 24* 
26 and 29 March) while Mrs Reveley 
was fined £1.000 and the marc sus- 
pended from raring for 30 days (14 
March to 12 April). 


SKI HOTLINE 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


Latest snow and weather reports Rnoct cowmen* Area 

from 180+ resorts in Europe and op* 

North America. andobba 

Phone or fax: srm« ao oond,oons ioot- 

Amu). — -..Snow hard am, tea* pm 90% 

0891 333 110 Austria 

tOUbuhei. St# jwfches 50*% 

Obwai .wa h*»jy snow by pm 50% 

BUtSAMA 

Al-a-glance fax guide to snow 2^15^ 5 ? 5« 

conditions at 180+ resorts world- canaem 

TfocBtHant 5ry poMfny snow 100 % 


Area test 

open snow 


100 % 153 

90% 15J 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-e-gtance tax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow « by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the slo* facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


TtettMant -Dry powfrry snow 100% 

FRANCE 

AfeoiTHuar _.B«t slikng on l* Sarenne 90% 

Arsaotisrtt -Sop* h&*y amoions pm 100% 

ITALY 

Bomrio Lcwer stones mi and tetchy 10 W 

Saaueano Hater runs heary pm 100% 

ROMANIA 

Sfntaa .Hard and ay snett 60% 

SWITZEWAWD 

VBars ^...VBIage runs now ctedd 65% 

Wengen -...Umer stones beet 75% 

UNITED STATES 


Lpr Upfi Forecast 
era an 

""So wo rew - 

60 140 Surertne 


0 60 Sows, mild 

5 55 Frw. Sumv 

~Io 60 Sriow 

40 60 Mann-sunny 

100 250 Clear, sunr^ 
3C> 300 Sunsfw 

10 150 Master Sun rry 

130 210 Sunny, mdd 

5 30 CiawVbngm 

15 80 Se" 

10 90 Cfearrsrany 


For a fax list of 180+ unitb) states 

resort codes: Crested Butte Jtoa«d pdwttor tower own 100% §5 170 390M»i* 

0990100 843 Stows „rtard p«4Ed. gioomM case 100% 5.3 30 130 Bngl 

fab K>0»BwiweoaBSttewirt Mtow fata BOa675BBniBpagCMrai-afei60Bg7K«iMMaonaClili*ira«HB<itnB. 0890 133 MS 


170 390M$irty cloudy 
30 130 Bngm spalls 
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sport 


Promise is 


Hubbard’s 


strong suit 


Greg Wood lauds the young pretender 
contesting today's Champion Chase 


Rare indeed is the horse who 
lives up 10 bis n ame. bui for one 
young steeplechaser, the chance 
is there at Cheltenham this af- 
ternoon to go one better still 
ami surpass it. From the mo- 
ment his huge, impeccably- 
bred frame first walked into a 
parade ring, grand predictions 
were made for the chasing ca- 
reer of Strong Promise, and at 
just six years of age. todays 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase may offer the finest op- 
portunity he will ever have to 
fulfil them. 

That his moment could have 
arrived so soon might seem 
surprising, since many other 
jumps-bred store horses of his 
generation are only now start- 
ing to test the water in novice 
hurdles. Not surprising to Ge- 
off Hubbard, however, the man 
who cunningly avoids paying 
(raining fees by training Strong 
Promise himself. "He’s just that 
sort of horse.” Hubbard said 
yesterday. “He's terribly well 
bred [by Strong Gate], he's 
very, very fit and if any horse is 
going to have a chance tomor- 
row. it’s going to be him.” 

Cynics might soy that the only 
thing more misleading than a 
confident owner is a confident 
owncr-tniiner. yet Hubbard's 
belief in his young chaser is tru- 
ly infectious, despite the pres- 
ence in today's field of KHairon 
Davis and Viking Flagship, who 
between them have won the last 
three runnings of the two-mile 
championship. “1 don't see any 
problems.'* Hubbard said. “1 
might be terribly wrong and they 
might all beat us. but I've got a 
funny feeling that if he goes out 
and he gets in from, any horse 
that beats him will be the best 
iwo-mifer in Europe.*’ 

There were any number of 
happy hearts in the blissful 
spring sunshine at Cheltenham 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Golden Spinner 
(Cheltenham 5.05) 
NB: Sltdeofhill 
(Cheltenham 4.30) 


yesterday, but few happier than 
Hubbard's, since (he eombina- 


Hubband's, since the combina- 
tion of gentle heat and a steady 
breeze was acting like a hairdry- 
er on a course which has re- 


With 29 runners and prices 
which start at around $-1, this 
is never a contest in which 
deep analysis is likely to be re- 
warded. but as a sporting, each- 
way option. Mandys Mantino 
(3.15 j. all but propping up 
William Hill's list at 25-1. could 
go well. He has been chasing on 
his last two outings, but previ- 
ous solid hurdles form - on a 
fast surface at Cheltenham, too 
- gives him a fair chance today. 

Wbal has started as a disap- 
pointing Festival for the Irish 
will need just five more minutes 
to turn into a disaster if Istabraq 


V THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


CHELTENHAM 

HUNTINGDON 

MMOl) 



101 201 
102 202 
1031 


CA-M UffcMH » K34JJ 


You thought 
Dunwoody 
had won 
everything. 


At 2.40pm, 
he will have. 

(Viking Flagship: 5/2.) 


QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE I 


2m. Cheltenham, 2.35pm. Live on CH4. 

2/1 Klairan Davis 18/1 Martha’s Son 
5/2 Viking Flagship 12/1 Arctic Kinsman 
10/3 Strong Promise 68/1 Lord Dorcet 
11/2 Ask Tom 


CORAL CUP H’CAP HURDLE 


2 m 5f. Cheltenham. 3. 
7/1 TuHymuny Toff 
8/1 Copper Boy 
8/1 Supreme Lady 
12/1 Blast Freeze 
12/1 Rawy 
14/1 CasCe Sweep 
14/1 Direct Route 
14/1 Eta Mata 
14/1 Family Way 
16/1 Sea Victor 
1&/1 Kissair 
20/1 Executive Design 
22/1 .Allegation 
22/1 Big Strand 
22/1 Mandys Mantino 


15pm. Live on CH4. 

22/1 Mystical City 
25/1 BallyrihyBoy 
25/1 Metastasio 
25/1 Nijmegen 
28/1 Sesame Seed 
33/1 Gysart 
son DrLeunt 


58/1 Lying Eyes 
5tyi NonVintaot 


5Q/1 Non Vintage 
58/1 Tamarpour 
B&rj Eton Gale 
Ben Fatack 
108/1 Edgemoor Prince 
208/1 Scottish Wedding 



kanrwaakwttair c^rasibiiBnaw-LwmteMggimtrth^rato 
’» ■n.WWABOAK'eWHm Ar . . . _ 


/Ladbrokes/ 


For tfM Festival, Ladbrokes are favourite. 


WEDNESDAY 12 MABCH 1997 * THE 








.. , **V 


ceived plenty of artificial wa- 
tering in recent weeks. This is 
bad news not only for both of 
Strong promise’s most obvious 
rivals, but also for Ask Tom, the 
only other runner in the seven- 
strong field who qualifies as a 
serious danger. 

Strong Promise, on the oth- 
er hand, Is a match for anything 
when the ground rides fast, as 
be demonstrated in the Comet 
Chase at Ascot last month when 
One Man, twice the King 
George winner, succumbed by 
a length. There were those - 
“writer- miners” is Hubbard’s 
dismissive description - who felt 
that One Man was below his 
best that day. Shortly after 2-35 
today, however, STRONG 
PROMISE Inap) should 
demonstrate that the grey did 
well to get as close as he did. 

Anyone offering odds on 
which of (his week's 20 races 
would provide the tightesi fin- 
ish would probably make the 
Coral Cup a dear favourite, and 
a race which in its short life has 
already become one of the bet- 
ting highlights of the meeting 
wifi again lure any number of 
punters to their doom. 



Hollow’s 

downfall 



a void 


GREG WOOD . 
reports from Cheltenham 


The cheer which greeted the 
start of the- Festival yesterday 
was as heartfelt as ever, but »V 
loo was the groan which quickly 
fy followed. When Finnegan’s 
Hollow hit die turf three out m 
the Supreme Novices' Hurdle, . 
an armoured car’s worth of ma- 
jor bets, including two of 
£K)jQ00 to win £30,000 went with 
him, and for many the grim 
process of getting out of trou- 
ble had started even before the _ 
first winner was past the posL 
Not that there was not some 
cause for celebration, since 
Shadow -Leader, one of: the 


most impressive winners the 
nace has seen, had attracted suf- 

v . : -i j-i. m « i 


ficient support to shrink to W 
'second favourite. Immediate 
post-race offers for next year’s 
Champion Hurdle were as shear 
as 20-1, though the medical naJjp/ 
Cure of the comments by Char- 
lie Egerton, his trainer, impfifld 
that backers looking that far 
ahead should take care. 

“Shadow Leader has had bad 
knees and we kept patching 
them up,’’ Egerton said. “He has 
been a difficult horse to train, 
we had problems with recurring 




The Flying Phantom crash lands in yesterday's opening race in which the favourite, Finnegan's Hollow (right), also fiefl. Photograph: David Ashdown 


fails to justify favouritism in the 
Royal SunAlliance Hurdle, 
which opens today's card. Bet- 
ting b anks which have been 
carefully built up since last 
year’s meeting will be risked in 
one big hit on Aidaxi O'Brien's 
hurdler, but the evidence from 
yesterday's form is that the 
confidence will be misplaced. 
Mentmore Towers (2.00), from 
Jenny Pitman's yard, could be 
their downfall while Hana- 
khiun (3-55) should take the 
Royal SunAlliance Chase. 

Even (he Bumper may fall to 
a British yard, since there is lit- 
tle evidence of an outstanding 
■runner from across the water. 
Dawn Leader will be the choke 
of many, bin friaich Body (5.40) 
wifi offer the value. 

■ Dorans Prick is not certain 
to run in tomorrow's Gold Cup 
because of the drying ground 
His trainer, Michael Hourigan, 
intends to declare his chal- 
lenger today but will leave a de- 
cision on his participation as late 
as possible. 

Other cards and results, p 25 


Mother 


~ Cheltenham 235 


Ma rtha's Son 
Arctic Kinsman 


Eactvway a quarter the odds, places L 2 


QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE - 10 -Y E A R -TALE [ 



1 CHELTENHAM 

2.40: Agistment is very useful bat 
an fast ground is probably better 
sailed by three miles. Istabraq has 
a tall reputation but bookmakers 
are being more than vigilant with 
his odds. MENTMORE TOWERS 
looks better value. Jenny Pitman's 
grey won a bumper cm fast ground 

I last season and a fluent success at 
UtlasEler last time indicated he wBl 
go close today. 

COO 

2 35: KLAJRON DAVIS, who won 
this race last year and the Aride in 
1995, has hit form al the right time 
- he won at Navan recently -goes 
on fast ground and can complete 
a festival hai-tnck. Arctic Ktosnan. 
who g3ve Viking Flagship a race at 
Kemptan and is a fanner Festival 
winner, looks an interesting outsider 
but the main danger to the selec- 
tion looks sure to come from fast- 
ground specialist Strong Premise. 
Ask Tom would prefer more cut, 
while Martha's Sou and Lord 
Dorcet look np against it. 

oca- . - . 

3.15: Mystical City acts well on fast 
going and will be a threat Ef recap- 
turing the form that saw him win 
Ufa. Galway Hurdle from Space: 


mr|RigNjs 


him at Christmas. Things 


Thicker. BLAST FREEZE, anoth- 
er best an a sound surface, has bear 
specially trained for this prize by a 
stable with a good Festival record. 
He Umbered up with a third-place 


at Wmramon last tune. XhQynrar- 
rjTatt, vabcatenlhisscasoajnust 
be feoied. • ~ .- 

□□□ 

3-55: DJEDDAH has recorded two 
smart performances fa his forays 
here freon France, looking partic- 
ularly impressive when taking a 
Grade One novice chase at Kemp- 
ton on Boring Day. Both success- 
es were on fast ground, Martin 
Pipe's novices are lobe feared/and 
both Eulipe. and. Indian hadter 
have claims. The former fa die se- 
lected mount ofTtmy McCoy, but 
fa his three mm fa this country and- 
in his previous races fa France, he 
showed a liking for soft ground. . .. 


I think 1 will celebrate." 

The weather-beaten faces in 
the ring cracked into even 
broader smiles half an hour lat- 
er, when Mulligan became the 
second hot favourite to make an 
earfy exit in the Aride Trophy 

fortunate trebkHnJlhe Cham- 
pion when he too failed to 
camrtfete). Or Royal, Martiijj§ 
Pipe's 15thFesovaJ winner, was 
the one to benefit in the Aride, 
after a thrflHng head-to-head 
battle with Squire Silk from the 
lastfence wfnhh probably made 
the victory appear more difficult 
than it was. He may even at- 
tempt to follow up in the Cath- 
cart Chase tomorrow. 

• Flyers . Nap, winner of the 
.1995 FuBte radwya Kim Muir 
Chase, completed his own Fes- 
tival double in the Astec Buzz 
. Shops Chase, bin many backers 
thoughts were with Maamur, 
pulled up early ra the race with 
aftactured right leg. The pop- 
ular-grey could not be saved. 






CORAL CUP HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£40000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £41,486 


ZOO Agistment 
7J3S Mahon Davis 
3J3 BLAST FREEZE (nap) 
3J55 Djeddah (nb) 

GOING: Good 


HYPERION 

4.30 Fflmsy Until 
5 j 05 Noyan 
540 Dawn Leader 


B Left-hand. galloping course rth stiff fences. Uphill nnvln of 2-10yd- 

Cowre to nmnufe north of loam off A43-5 lBI» link OtmChefcahasn nil andoo (nerved 
by BnstoL Birmtagham and London, PbJdlngion) 2m. ADMISSKW; Chib SSO; Tauer- 
saBa <S20i Courage Enckwore i 1 0. CAB PARK: SB. 


■ LEADING FESTIVAL TBAJNBBS WITH BONNEKSc D IHcbobon— 6 vinnera hoot 
39 runjias gives a socoaa rouo of 1 fl-if# and a loss w a S I feed stake of £28.00; U Pipe 
— 6 trfnncn. 125 runners 1.8%, -470.00; E O'Grady — 1 winners, 17 runners, %f.B%, 
+S18.50: ALT BSoore — "1 winners. 18 runrws. 16.7%, +53.50. 

■ LEADING FESTIVAL SOCKETS: C F Swan — 9 winners, 55 rides, 16.-1% +53L75: 
MDwyer~ 5 winners, 37 rides. 1-1.5%, +419.00; N WUUwnson — 4 wtanew, 19 rides, 
-Jl.lV+iSJtO; A Maguire — 4 winners, 28 rides, 14.’ J%. -57.00. 

BUNKED® POST TIME: Harbour Wand 12.001: Tamarpour (3.15); BaOjnes Bor 
(4-IU); SUdeoOdU WTNNEK9 IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS (FROM WITHIN BRITAIN): BaDyttne 13 JK) has been 
sent -318 auto by W Kemp from Dims, Bunlera. 


rnol ROYAL SUNALLIANCE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) 

(Grade 1) £45000 added 2m 5f £49585 

LSI- 111 AQSIlIQff (34) iManwesa ce Montara 1 j ScGeraM 6 11 7_ RDaMoody 

42212 BOSS DOYLE (34) (Ms A U Oayi U lions AD S 11 7 C(fO»jn 

16130 ttW*STOI»(46J(qilAlQnrisjTl II J SH«bu 

123063 MHVOflJ TUBES 118) IP II toamg) fl Lyra I’M) S 11 J . SClyns 

220-112 FOREST MJRT P34l |IJ) HheCM 'ir’Kas D tofrtor 11 7 RJotason 

144230 HHO WOV 0 I (47) <BF) (M A.-=ner & Itei J BuaiSua] N TaGtovDsns S 11 7 -C Mtaala 
IBS HflfiSOUR tSL*JI0C25) fUican 9>riesj U Rae 5 11 7 NMtannaB 


6 41-2016 HWa*UnEfM(BFJ(Wa3^fijnsUfflG&ttng711 7. 


1 133-123 CA5UESMSP|4QfLi3dVttity)DMciK*ra!6t20 HJotnmB 

2 1-11232 U«amiMHnMCm<ginmikWnadaO)QttKl7U8 PM* 

3 Q0PDB1 M1£GJO)ON(£9) K) Mann Pipe Ftaceig Oub9M^e7116 APMeOoyV 

4 411513 WBSTI*CJUTF(32) Dm HHmfJKNQRjJbrtnsm 6 112 — B W— W 

5 112260 msnCALCnY(9S) (narenn^iricaEiWMianalM) 7 111 DJCamjp} 

6 611111 TlUiniaiWjyTWf (39)UH WJ5DnAWJH8tey)JMJeteS0n 61013-EC»Mtfan{5 

7 4112-10 EXECUTIVE DE3IGM (60) (LT FOSKl) Ms M tatiey 5 10 10 PMM 

8 903-003 M6SAB(M) (OCrmy Benson) H Henderson 6 10 3 — Rftanoodjr 

9 1133-11 SUPRaEl«WBq(n«Si4>aneU(bPnB4W)Mg8HN^tdI06 fCMafy 

10 42S*-24 FMWfWWTOUP««4aniMALTMo(m(W1010S -FVtoodr 

21 UD343 BAMHI^(2O)IAnKrHanTna»»«NH0)dB9onBlO4__: — 

12 100-221 MWnUSmGOKIPNchtovtiCnDduMS 104 COTXrywB 

13 666001 NON VHCAfiE (22) Wan Mann] MO«|amo.6104 WVMfeta0DB 
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Manchester United could have 
to conquer Anfield on 19 April 
to retain their Premiership 
crown after Liverpool wrested 

control of the title mto their own 
bands. 

Oidyapoint behind after the 

wild drama of their last gasp 
d^jd vu 4-3 triumph over New- 
castle on Monday, they will be 
champions if they win all . 
remaining games. 

*T& sadefor 4-3 from the 

next nine games -my heart can 
take it. just about," the tiver- 
pool m a na g e r; itoy Evans, said. 
HU fury at theJossbfa^Olead 
had the dressing-room ' walls 
vibrating. 

“We have never been out of ‘ 

it People keep saying' teams are 

in and oiit of the race like -a yo- 
yo but 1 still think there are five 
teams with a yew good chance.” 

That includes Newcastle,"" 
who stiD have to go to Old 'ffaf-- 
ford, a game that will need 
reschedmiiig from 23 April if 
United reach die European. 
Cup semi-finals. ; -v‘- 


J — W W Wp y DUUU 

shoctedufter history repeated 
itself right .down to the injuiy- 
trme winner by Robbie RrwJer, 
have to. make up nine points 
from their Iasi 10 gurney , a.. 

da mTtjn g diallftngft 

“When we got it back to 3-3 
rtwaslookhig perfect for Mah- 
■ Chester United; but instead vio- 
' tory was perfect for Liverpool 
and bad for ns,” the Newcastle 
manager insisted. “But if snot 
finished yiet, » it? I didn’t see . 
anyone handing outthecbamp- 
ionship medals after file game, 
just as.they ifidn’t afier the 4-3 
here last year. . 

“It putsliveipoolin abetter 
position than us but we still have 
to go to United —and anything 
can happen." "■ ; . " 

ly vuhier^l^ 

and tnth their focusnow firm- 


their scinuIlaiiDg victory over 
Porto^’ remain , the bookies’ 
fevcmntes. That has as nmcbto 
do- ' with' ah. v.undennining 


Bilic committed 


West Ham’s 


ted to 
cause 


*'*•<? C-XOF 


ALAN NIXON 


Slaven Bilic is in West Ham's’ 
tt&rn to face CheTseaat-XJpton 

managCT^tarry Redknapp^hat 
he is committed u) the dub’s ret- 1 
egation fight for die nest of the 
season. . ■/ 

The Croat centre-back infor. 
riated the club’s supporters 
when it emerged that he had 
£5m transfer talks with Everton 
al the weekend. However, he 
has rejected Eve rtoh manager 
J oe R^le'soffa/which wquid 
have made him the Liverpool ■ 
dab’s best paid ptiyerffhehad - 
left the Hammcn? under a 
dausein hisnewly^ied Up- 
tonPark contractwfucb aSows . 
hnn to deaf' With top dote that 
offer more thaa £4-5m J A - . , . 

Bilic admitted: “Somepeople 
have called mt stupid for not “- 
goingto Evertan nowhot it was 
never my intention-to leave at 
this time. T waint to. reassure 
West HamJ am stayingtor al: : 
least the rest of tbeseason.1 am 
not the fat who. leaves a . sink- 
ing ship, as 1 have been told 
somebody called me." 

. Wrexham yesterday broke 
their outgoing transfer record 
by selling their promising mid- 
ficBer Bryan Hughes toferm- 
inghamQtyfora;feeof£lm. 

“It's a massive fee for a 20- 
year-old Second Division play- . 
cf, but I meiTteyor Ffandslast 
night and he bbinously dunks 
I’m worth it," Hughes said. 

. ThestrikerDamcfcDkaifois 
ready to leave Oueen’s Park 
Rangers at the end of the sea- 
son despite turning down the 


cbahc& to, leave Lofrua Road: 
aotf j^fn Wimbledon’s Pre- 
■ iniership campaign. ■ - . 

; - Wimbledon was 

stage^iut I zana free agiait hi 
y^sununef and would took at 
;> opporrimity to play.. 
/ abroad, -Didno said. : - 
7 MifceSherori is ready to ask 
* Stoke CSty for .a transfer after . 
)5«f dub rejected Queen’s Park 
; -Rangels’ ’ latest offer. The £L5m 
^ rated striker has a danse in his 
' contract saying he has. to be told 
; of aB bids Over £2m, but it has 
proved worthless as Stoke have 
' so fermfbrmed him and. then 
heject all offers.'- • ' . L. 

. . Am^r ! Dibble was bari ng talks 
with Rangers yesterday and is 
keen to make his foan move per- 
miigenL Racers wan t to sign 


r ear ascover for Andy Goram and 
Theo.Snelders. 

■, Steve Gritt, the Brighton and 
Hcwe AMon Eaagng ^toh mtT 

docked, mare. points by the 
football Association. 

Albion could be faring more 
pumshment after borne fans inr 
vaded the pitdi during the 
t hrilling 4-4 home draw with 
Leyton Orient Five arrests 
were made after fens allegedly 
attacked one of Orient’s 
goafesoorcis, Scott McLdsh, and 
the former Enofanri midfielder 
Ray Wilkins. 

The Barcelona coach, Bob- 
by Robson, said yesterday he 
has started legal proceeding? 
against his previous dub, Por- 
to, ewer alleged unpaid salaries 
and bonuses dating from last 
year. 


: every game, not just for one in 
three. When United won it last 
year I fdt we were the best ride 
and when Blackburn won the 
’ League I felt United were the 
besLBut the diannxtons were 
more consistent and that’s what 
counts. 

. “Occasionally we will win 
5-0 andpiay beautiful football 
and that’s great. But I would 
rather us may close to oar po- 
tential and grind out results.” 

Thetis wfiy Barnes rates the 
,1980s Liverpool side as the 

hestnf iilltimftj U niftHnrutphiiy 

that never failed to kill off 
-sides when it bad them round 
the throat Not so Evans’ cur- 
rent side, who have so often 
demonstrated an attitude bor- 
dering on smugness and, in 
this deadly brave new world of 
die global Premiership, that 
can prove fataL - 
U- It cost them the E\ Cop tie 
iit Chebea and no fewer than 15 
'home points dropped this sea- 
son. Fowler said: “I was de- 
lighted to get the winner 
because when it got to 3-3 I 
thought that wash. But it’s vi- 
tal that we start winning al) our 
home games.” 

Evans was right to point out 
how stored it would have been 
' to have lost a match they totally 
controlled for more than 70 
minutes, but it so nearly hap- 
pened. 

This was not the cut and 
thrust of last April’s seven-goal 
thriller, : the pragmatism of 


instinds ofKevin Keegan to the 
disgust of Newcastle fens who 
had never seen such a spineless 
display from their side. 

Chelsea’s bravery earned 
their comebadc at the Bridge 

into it, Evans saidf because 
Liverpool stopped doing the 
simple things and started getting 
flask • . . 

. . “We started looking for the 
extra touch,” he complained. 
Hut he insists his rage was 
short-lived: “I concentrated on 
the positive side - three points 
against Newcastle and some 
fantastic football. That's good 
enough for me in the end.” 

It was, after all, yet another 
match-of-the-season in this de- 
velqpmg rivalry between two gi- 
ant clubs, and for one man at 
least, it was a joy to be at the 
heart of aB the rollercoaster 
emotion. 

“It’s the best game I have been 
involved in for many years,” 
said the referee, David EDeray. 
“Fantastic, open football, a few 
mistakes and everything that 
English football is all about" 








Robbie Fowler celebrates scoring Liverpool's injtrytime winner at Anfield on Monday (above) while an irate Newcastle fan 
throws his repBca start at manager Kenny DagBsh (below) when his team were stffl 3-0 down Photographs: Empics/Allsport 







Steffi Graf, who will lose her 
world No I ranking lo Martina 
Hingis on 3] March after a to- 
tal of 377 weeks at the top. is 
hoping to make a comeback at 
the end of April in (be German 
Open iD Hamburg. 

Graf, who has been out of ac- 
tion for more than a month, is 
lo undergo an examination on 
her injured knee in the next few 
days. 

The 27-year-old Graf has 
not played since the semi-finals 
of the Tokyo tournament on 1 
February. She has trained a I ti- 
tle since then, but doctors have 
told her not to do anything too 
strenuous or put too much 
strain on her knee. 

Mark Philippoussis. the 20- 
vear-old Australian who won the 
ATP tournament in Scottsdale 
on Sunday, was yesterday se- 
lected for the Davis Cup squad 
to play the Czech Republic. 

Philippoussis returns to the 
learn afier missing the Aus- 
tralian Open and the Davis Cup 
first-round tie against France due 
to tendinitis inhis right aim. 

He joins Patrick Rafter, Todd 
Woodbridge and Mark Wood- 
fordc for the quarter-final 
against the Czech Republic in 
Adelaide from 4 to 6 April. 

Arantxa Sanchez vicario. 
playing in her first tournament 
under her new coach, her eldest 
brother. Emilio, advanced to the 
(]uarter-finals of the Even Cup 
in Indian Wells. California. 

Sanchez Vicario, the top 
seed, who has not won a tour- 
nament since Hamburg last 
May, easily beat Asa Carlsson, 
of Sweden. 6-1, 6-3. However 
the third-seeded Anke Huber 
lost 6~1, 6-3 to Nathalie Tauzi- 
at, the 13th seed from France. 

In the quarter-finals Sanchez 
Vicario will meet Sandrine Tes- 
tud of France in one quarter-fi- 
nal, while Tauziat lakes on the 
sixth seed, Irina Spirlea of Ro- 
mania. 


Attendances 
fall in NFL 

American football 


Attendances fell in the Na- 
tional Football League by al- 
most 600,000 last season but the 
total was still the second-high esi 
in the league's 77-year history. 

Total paid attendance was 
18.648.981. down from 1995’s 
record total of 19,202,757. The 
regular-season total of more 
than 14.6m. an average of 60.885 
per game, was also the second 
highest behind 1995‘s total. 

For the third consecutive 
season, the Kansas City' Chiefs 
led the NFL in regular-season 
home attendance with an cight- 

S me total of 628.460. 

Danvl Henley, the former 
Los Angeles Ram, has been 
sentenced to more than 40 years 
in prison for drug trafficking and 
conspiracy to commit murder. 


Marshall and misfortune 
I compound Booth’s misery 



Bowls 

Robert Marshall, from thp Bain- 
field dub in Edinburgh, com- 
pleted a disappointing day for 
County Antrim's fteil Booth 
when he won the singles title 
21-18 at the British. Indoor 
Championships in BaBymooey. 

Bowl, who had also lost tn 
yesterday's fours final, fbtmd 
himself trailing 12-7 after M 
ends bat then picked up seven 
shots on the next four ends to 
lead 14-12. ■ ■ . 

Marshall countered with a 
douhle on the next enMnd then 
ds&ster struck ihe:29-year*oM 
Booth. 7 On .the next end he 
drove;', die irishman took, his 
own bowl out of the head aod 


Marshall 18-14 ahead. A single 
■fo ends later clinched victory. 

Booth, aknyjwith team-mates 
Michael Routt, James Thlbot 
and Sam HaH, lost the fours fi- 
nd 13-25 to the Scottish ^team of 
BfflvMdkHs, Kevin McFariane, 
Jocfe palling and WiKe Gallo- 
way.- 

England's Ian Peacock, Chris 
Pahnerand John Leemanfrom 
the Stanleyeiub in Durham fed 
from the opening end to take the 
.triples with a 20-12^ victoiy over 
Scotland's Mark ADison, Jim 


Englan d led 9-6 after Heads 
bntathreeob.lheUlbeiidfol- 
lowed fcy a doable gave them a 

commanding 14-6 lead. 


Fotilds holds his ground in 
(liotion of no confidence 


"Snooker 

Geoff Ifoulds refused to.sUttd 
down as chairman and director 
ofthnWbrid Profession^ 

. liards and Snooker Associa- 
tion last night despite a footion 
' ofqb confidence going 3gMQSi 
him iii BristoL A resolution 
lodged by five players, indud- 

mo PmwITV. thC WtHiu 


quifwas easily passed at an ex- 
. traoi^ary-generai meetn^ 

. : Only rmie of the 39 vwescast 
<ojppOTtcdihesucassar toJomi 
S{»icer.lis; previous ioamibent 
who reined lastjear^oom. 
however, nanafoeo in office, say- 
ing: “I win not resign -oo .ti*e 


sn CTgyh ofameetipgwheielbe- 

Keve the membetfr were msted. '* 
Foulds could stay as chairman 
until 6 May when bfi re-decuon 
comes up automatically. ^ 

. if hfe opponents get their way 
hewffl be ousted before the end 
of next month and a number of 
fiiB voting members have asked 
the WPBSAfo reconvene an- 
other EGM- which nmsi take 

place within29 days. 

. SfStetdienFIendry'sdiancesof 
remaining the world No l for an 
r ighrit successive seasexi were 
' bolstered at the Thailand Open, 
- to Bangkok yesterday as hs 
• man rival, JcimHiggnr5,lost>3 

-to tire Australian, Qirimen 
. Hann, in the fest round. ; - • . 


MMatics 

Mertene Ottsy. the Jamaican spnntBr. 
wB race in SouOi Africa thtespring; OtEsv; 
tte s*«r medaBot « bom 100 and 200 
metres at the Aflame Otyn^tas, wa cem- 
pace in three meetings across South 
AfHca from the end or this month. She 
vril race in Pfeterehurgan 27 March Pre- 
toria on 2 April end Cape Town on S 
April. 

Bowls 

BRITISH MDOOR CHMtfiONSHPS 

OOM*N Ante; I 

IMhH Bartatt « MW 

21-X& HW* VMbs (B Wltama and Q Jones, 
Pa m WPSW M wi) at WMfl IR BatwaWard D 
Co*A BeHaSO JS-IO. 7>%W.- E>aanfl fl Peo- 
oodc C PHoer and J Iceman Smey) tx Scot- 
land pi Afiaon. J RMmS> and S Pagan 
HwmO 20-13. Foanc ScoCand IB MeOan. 
K Mrfuna, J DeSrc wd wane* EMo^n 
bt mund {M Nun. ftafeot S Hall and N Booth 


Ne/B© Brown, the British mkJt8ewa®«, 
wftf be cha/iangsTg the frenchman 
Kassine Cherifi tor the European tide 
art ButSns Funcoast World m Skegness 
on 36 April. The bout wifi be st^d in 
an l, 80 Oseat theatre In the Bufflre 
corr^itex, and «v» be Brown’s second 
tft at the title. 

Crickot 

tout HATCH (Znlde, Me AuWta agfflM 
(iSomdemtBnnamxazatBi9(Koww}. 

ABtraBnoibylfirM. 


Cyctog 


PWBS^JCC RA «■(£». 
mi Bf to wuiw i wm h%xt seetw 


mb tB) MB at seme Dme. MHmnB 
MK1 L HU «W ONCE **7:25,2 
yw* +am; 3 A O wfl (Uia) lino +7: 4 U 
MWR (Spy ONCE 4-1 U S A Ba ft. ro US Pom 
+1S: BCMonau (W Firtne +16. -- 

FootfaaB 

1 7teJton*tfisk»HoraW tie Boer te 
been voted Dutch Player of the Ifear by 
las fefkw professionals. 

Sunderiand are to ptty Afexon Wednes- 
day 30. July to commemorate the 
opening of their new 42,000 aK^seet 
stsdfein at WBsrmouth. 
ftWUNaPRWBSWBM»«irifr 
\R*d upe oouTOytf Oirtsea. Wid 

110.21 Apnt^n- 

mvAosnL 

um omi lEAgg 0F«B4» styy t* n*- 

tuHo of Maori B, It*. TwK P Wfa. » 
MM: Henmm (BcMManc), VDewri 

■Msasi 


ton ttXry CBjfl. Moonay (Botiemws). ftaOtar- 
fold (S/Mfcouiw. QoM (UCDf. CaMI lOorfi 
CajrJ. s Uopapn (Shelboume). Mortay 
(SMbounol. nnn ah a iSanncl Rweiw. 
AVON MSUMNCE COMHUDON FM DM- 
atom Com 2 8o0am 1 Cm noyf> UmW. 

BIIBtNmONM. HBHTOty (B oBW. Bultfi SIP- 
irik 1 mtuta 8i) Bu&rto a 
MOfCMVS LATE RESULTS: 7» CatSnK PK*- 
■Mrip: Uweraool 4 NawmsOe 3. FA Un- 
bm ttaptijr HWd mood tecond repiiqr. St 
Uenadt 1 CBlMiyn Brn 2 ICbMn Bay mev » 
StawnaffJ. Ida l e Mi o Pwriar PMalow: Car- 
drafco^A»M«ayirDa(Wliarn & RedDm^ 
0 St Atans L IBM DMn Time 2 SauteO 
0. Or Mart— L— ea« hwritr DMOr 
CH atTiowi a aoucomrB. Souttam P l ri i lc n: 


r*»» umo. man uo « AtfwtDfi LR 1. 
con Wane laagM Fhst OhdstoK PoremouJh 
RN 2 EMatfi q PanBaa Uwriiw Second M- 
1 HttaMn 2: Bamdm' 3 

j- m— uWafc ag Boc M MlBuyO. 

I aaain Cup qua(tar4taal: Oonamar 0 Bum- 
Ky £ Awoo haw anna OonUnariM Fkst DU 
vWdo: ToQBrtam 1 WatfonJ 2. laa&m Cv 
teMfi2UiianQ;S>«ereeal04onjlMl.Spen- 
wil wttwr nml Matrnd 2 SjrraTQer 1. Load- 
lae potibona; 1 Real Mactti (P28. Pc65): 2 
Borseiona 08-56); 3 Bool aou (28-561. 

Hockey 

MKS WOtUD CUP OMBar ptuala Lumpun 
BgWi Day; Poof A: smoeriand 3 Canada 2: 
SoUhAWc83Polaii04:SpBin5MBlawm2.rj- 
■al poet poaKtom Spam 15ptK 2 Poland ». 

3 Metes 7: 4 Canada & 5 Swtartmd 5; ® 

Soup ) Urea LPaolB; Korea 5 AiagnWiaZR- 
nl Pool purtttaii; 1 Korea 13fiK 2 New 
Zaotend 10; 3 frgdttra 4 T; 5 lr»- 

bno 4; 6 Bslans a Spain. PoWnO. Sousa and 
AtiKtfreBMauPlHedlbrttelBM mtf Cv 
p& M0 ID quaay from me 5«ft oboa *omes. 
liWVBtSnY MATCH Kopnes}: Ofort 
IMretoy 0 CamBnUg* UnaereBy Z ow Ubm 
M teto Oriom 2 CaiOUa 2. Seaoota St E0- 
w6W& CKfart 3 MonHonComba 2. 

Ice hockey 

NHk PBBbUEP 2 Monoeei 2 ioO\ Tomne 3 DM- 
las 3 (oK C h m a gp 3 UancoNerC Ml; Ottwa 
« nuerex 1: Us Andrea 3 oetnu 3 (ov- 

Ice skathig 

TWO DAYMTBWAnONU. EVENT (UMtonQ: 
Standfast (MW Bret dw?: l Nanertantb A 
g^K 2 Great &<twi A 74; 3 ScsntttBva 72; 

4 WMtn&B 43: 5 ttJW 32: a am Bream 

B26. 

Rngby League 

■Bradlhnl, the ChafiengB Cup semi- 
flnafists, yestenlay signed Pad Areter- 

son, the former Great Britain lfnder-21 
prop, from their West toritshhe nel^v 
Dours Halifax. Anderson, 25. a former 
amateur-fntanational who Joined Hal- 
ifax from Leeds m 1993, has been gv- 
en a thre^year contract haaping him 
hi Odsal unQI the end of the 1999 sea- 
son. No tee has been disclosed. 

Rngby Union 

WDf VUxiier, the former Wales captain, 
Gtemoigan cricteter and England Test 
selector, has Aeri aged 85. He proued 


himself as an outstanding all-round 
sportsman, winning 16 caps for Wales 
between 1933 and 1939 and leading 
Glamorgan to their first County Cham- 
pionship success in 1948. 

Wales Under-21 threequartere Rhys 
Shomey and Tristan Davies have been 
named m the Welsh Students Hne-up 
to face England at Pontypridd on Fri- 
day. The University of Wales Institute, 
Cardiff provides seven players, includ- 
ing the bacH-row trio, Christian Evans, 
Geraint Lewis and Alwyn Davies. 

Sailing 

A tightly bunched top four of the 14 
yactss were sarong to stretch awy from 
the rest of the field as they made their 
2000-mrte way to the Kerguelen Islands 
on the fourth leg of the BT Challenge 
from Sydney to Cape Town. Sttfl hoid- 
tng a near-20-mlle lead was Merfyn 
Owen's Gfobaf Teamworf. from Simon 
Water (Toshiba), Andy Hindey (Save the 
Children) and Mike Golding (Group 4). 

Snooker 

THAILAND OPEN (Ban&oftJ Rret rennet; S 


Rain ends chance of result 


B Jones (Eifo S-3: J Pairoti i&O bt G Doa fScoi 
S4. 

Sumo 

SPMNS OHM) TOURNAMENT (Om*sl Jim 


M Hamanooens (1-2): Txmxate 12-lt m De 
jne 12-lr; vare» il-U N Asaroaaka (1-2); 
Htanoum (2-1 1 a sttosftra <12 i. f^gnmo 
I2 1i tA Kmnmrna i2-ll: KiBtecftdola (1-21 
M HoneftN lO-l-2-i; CM" U-2| a Asanyu- 
rate (1-21; tlanyu (2-l< bt AMUsruna I1-3 k 
K erbi 11-2) M uuwusie id-3k Kau i3-0) a 
Kotoyu (0-3); Iaie«u^ U-2l bt Ttfotorea Q 
1*; Mua^yama t2-n « Asatosho >1-2): 
lAsasrwrjrj i3-0) a Terao fO-3): Watanc 
OOi « KjoAusfxflan ll-2»: t^pnofwml i3-0i 
hTeawam (1-3: rt u cw na (30) a Kowmsnki 
11-21; Tatenohare (3-Oj h Tooiazuna (OOi. 

• denotes absence 

Tennis 

MEN'S CHABOMMS’ CUP (Mflaa MMb. Cw«) 
States* Iktt reaxt S Sto6e uVri h F Men- 
ui3 ispi o-e 6-3 6-3; A Beraus&A fSp) M S 
lawaJlCum 7S 7-& F (Spi K JJ Coun- 

« lUS) 6-4 A-6 6-4; T Wmfend^ lAus) « D 
man (5feHk4 7-6 6-7 6-2; S SOBM11 (T««IJ 
bt L Pses flndi 7-6 6-2. A UBnen (US) bt S 
Bnam (Spl 64 6-J; H Oaew na n iGsri « P 
PsttviAusi 7 8 6-3. ) SBA (US) B C Bud INor) 
74 6-2: M lanson (Swe) ix V Spadee fU6i &- 
d 6.3; A Vtm«i (Rom) bt fi Forget (Fr) 4^ 4-2 
(reu: N Hiiri <Swel bt A Mebreoev (l)w) 6-4 6- 

4; 0 Kuerten (BraiWMiWaontonteiAiKi 6-4 7- 

& C P»i« (Fn bl J SWEnbet; (Aus) 64 64 
: A C entr e tSpi a F MeAgen (Brat 6-3 6-2. j 
Uwp fei B m Trsowri fS*«) 63 63. 
EVERT CUP WOMBn TOIMfHMEXT Oodtas 
Mete CaOl riiiri reonfc A Fencte Vcarto (So) 
H Asa Cartsson iSweden) 6-1 (W; N Tpuoat (h) 
bt a Huber RSer) 6-4 6-3: l SpiteB fftom) M. E 
UtMMseva (»jsi fr3 6-t: S Testuo IFH B f La- 
bat [Argl 6-" 6-2. 


Cricket 

West Indies 427 and 241-4 dec; 
India 346 and 99-2 
Match drawn 


Both the West ladies and India 
took heart from the drawn first 
Test of the five-match series that 
ended on Monday when rain ef- 
fectively washed out the final day. 

More than two hours were 
lost, and with them the possi- 
bility of a result India, set 323 
to win after the West Indies de- 
clared, were 99 for 2 al stumps. 

“Obviously we would have 
liked to have’had the chance to 
press for a win," Courtney 
Walsh, the West Indies captain, 
said. “But we can’t fight the 


weather. These things do hap- 
pen and I thought we came out 
of the game well." 

Sachin Tendulkar, the Indi- 
an captain, said: “It is the first 
time since Pakistan in 1989 
that we've drawn the first Test 
of an away series so I think it's 
a good start." 

The form of Anil Kumble was 
encouraging for the Indians: the 
leg-spinner took eight wickets, 
including a five-wicket haul in 
the first innings. The batting of 
Venkata Laxman. opening the 
batting for the first time in 
Tests. Rahul Dravid and Nayan 
Mongia also impressed. 

The biggest plus for the West 
Indies was man of the match 
Franklyn Rose. The 25-year-old 
took seven wickets on his Test 


debut and upstaged his more il- 
lustrious pace partners. 

One worry for the West In- 
dies is the fitness of lan Bish- 
op. He left the field towards the 
end of Monday complaining of 
pain in his right leg. The second 
Test begins in Pon-of-Spain. 
Trinidad on Friday. 

Final OOf: Htest frnfles won £«s 
WEST MDES - FM barings 427 iC L Haop- 
e* 129. B C Lara S3. S Chandetpaii S2: A R 
Humble 5-1201. 

BONA - FM Indnei 346 IN Mtupe 78. V Uo ■ 
man M: F A Bose 6-100). 

WEST MXES~ Second barings 241 for 4 dee 
IBC L4I9 78). 

MENA - SMsad biiriflgE 

V V S Lanmai c HoJder b Rost? 27 

N S Srfhu c Holder o Watefi .0 

H S OrwiO not out 51 

*S R rendiibei not out ......15 

Extras itl nbSi - 6 

Total (for 21 99 

Fall: 1-6 7-68. 

Boarin g Ant*«j 6-3-7 0: Walsh 63-7-1 U*2: 
Rose 91-23-1 ino3i. Hoopet 16-S 27 0. 
CikMdetjMul 6~ai»0- Una 3.0-l(iM>. 
Umpires.- S BucJokx (Wli and M Kacren lEn© 


Alphand fastest in practice 


Skiing 


Luc Alphand produced the 
fastest time in the first training 
run for today's men's downhill 
at the World Cup Finals in 
Vail, Colorado. 

*T made lots of mistakes on 
the bottom, but I have the best 
time so I musi be doing some- 
thing well,” the Frenchman 
said after recording a time of 
lmin 39.94sec down the 2.704- 
metre (1.7-mile) course on Vail 
Mountain yesterday. 

Austria's Patrick Ortlieb was 
only one hundredth of a second 
slower and just edged ahead of 


four compatriots as the quintet 
attempt to put behind them the 
disappointing performance by 
the Austrian team at the world 
championships in Sesiriere. 
Italy. Josef Strobl. Hannes Trin- 
kl. Werner Franz and Roland 
Assinger were hard on Or- 
ilieb s heels, with Italy's Krist- 
ian Ghedina was seventh fastest 
at 1:40.25. 

Alphand has dominated the 
downhill season with four wins 
and has easily secured the 
World Cup for that discipline. 
However, the Frenchman is 
determined to do well in Vail to 
maintain his momentum in his 
quest lo become the first speed 


specialist to claim the overall 
World Cup. Alphand holds a 
117-point lead over the 1994 
World Cup champion, Nor- 
way's Kjetil Andre AamodL 
The all-rounder Aarnodt. 
who will be competing in all four 
events in Vail, was 10th fastest 
in the first downhill training run 
with a time of 1:40.51 

ALPINE WORLD CUP FINALS (VaH) Man's 
down n a , A«t traMnf times: l L Alphonc 
f Ft) ln*> 39.94«e; 2 P OnBO iautj 1^995: 
a J Srrobl lAut) 1^9.97: 4 H TftnU lAutj 
1:40 17: S W Frac (Auil 1:40^1; 6 R 
Assingw (Autl 1:40 22; 7 K GfrttWW Ut' 
1:40 8 M Herrmann iSwiti 1:40.27: 9 
W Besse ®mU t4ftS0 : 10 h A Aomffl (Non 
1:40.52. 11 P Run®rid«r m» 1:40.64; 12 
A Scnrferer tAut) 1:40.69: 13 F Strata) lAuit 
1:40.70: 1A» L Cananeo ilD 1,40.73 an} 
E Raswnsby iCani L40.73. 
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Sure thing 

Austin Healey is full of confidence 
about his England call-up, page 25 
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Higher aittiority 

The priest in charge of today’s rugby 
league Varsity match, page 24 



United dream a nightmare for Hoddle 


Football 

PETE WHITFIELD 

The perennial dub v country 
dispute will make an unwel- 
come re-appearance if Man- 
chester United come within 
sight of their European dream. 
This season's European Cup 
final is due to he played on 28 
May - three days before Eng- 
land face Poland in Chorzow in 
a crurial World Cup qualifying 
game. 

The United manager, Alex 
Ferguson, will be unwilling to 
do without and Philip and 
Garv Neville and David Beck- 


ham, but the England coach, 
Glenn Hoddle, will almost cer- 
tainly name at least the latter 
two in his international squad 
and would ideally want them in 
the England camp for the week 
preceding the Poland match. 

The Football Association 
said yesterday that the matter 
will be discussed nearer the time 
but one thing is certain: the date 
of the Pol an d-Engl an d match 
cannot be changed. 

“It’s a question for the two 
managers to decide on further 
down the line," a spokeswoman 
said. “We're not really able to 
comment on it at present as it's 
not yet a reality. It could be 


discussed before the [Euro- 
pean Cup] semi-final." 

There was better news for 
United when the dub learned 
that Peter Schmeichel will not 
face racism charges arising from 
his November confrontation 
with Arsenal's Ian Wright 

The FA chief executive, Gra- 
ham Kelly, has sent identical 
open letters to both players in 
which he implores them to 
make a public statement of 
conciliation, on the day Schmei- 
chel learned be would not face 
a cr imin al charge for alleged 
racist remarks. 

Kelly strongly implies that if 
the Arsenal striker and the 


Manchester United goalkeep- 
er agree, they can avoid FA dis- 
ciplinary action too. 

In his letter to Schmeichel, 
Kelly writes: “I have to decade 
what is best for English footbalL 
I have to be aware that both you 
and Ian Wright are public 
figures, idolised by millions of 
football fans at home and 
abroad. Your example is vitally 
important 

“That is why l ask you, in the 
interests of the game as a whole, 
to make a public statement of 
reconciliation with Ian Wight as 
soon as posable. In doing so, you 
can be a power for bringing the 
game together, not dividing it 


“In current circumstances, a 
drawn-out disciplinary proce- 
dure with uncertain results 
would not be helpfuL I want to 
avoid it unless you and Ian 
Weight leave me no alternative. - 
“I believe l understand your 
strong feelings about what has 
happened. Bat English football 
is bigger and more important 
than both of you, and me. 

“The example you set by 
putting the past behind you in 
a public way can only be bene- 
ficial. You are well aware of the 
issues involved Please recognise 
your responsibilities and re- 
spond urgently to my request” 
Television pictures appeared 


to show Schmeichel mouthing 
insults at Wright during the 16 
November fixture between the 
sides at Old Stafford, won 1-0 
by United. However, the Dane 
denied making any racial 
remarks and the Crown Prose- 
cution Service yesterday 
decided not to take any further 
action against him. 

The two men found them- 
selves in conflict again , last 
month, when United beat Arse- 
nal 2-1 at Highbury. They had to ‘‘ 
be restrained at the end of that - 
game, during which ^fright made 
a controversial chafleng c on the 
United goalkeeper as they went 
for the 


Manchester United's solici- 
tor,- Maurice Watkins, said 
^dnneiche} was delighted that 
no action would be taken. 

. ..He said: “Peter has been 
fold the Grown Prosecution 
Service won’t be pressing 
'charges. He always: believed 
this would be the outcome but 
he is just pleased to bave.it con- 
firmed. Peter is not a racist and 
never will be." . , . . 

.. Ferguson is assessing Gadi 
Brenner, the Israeli interna- 
tional on trial at this week. The 
£2m~raled Maccabi Tel Aviv 
defender, a United fan of long 
standing, has forsaken win- 
ning another cap for Israel this 


week in an effort to impress 
Ferguson. In spending the 
week with the double win- 
ners, Bromer misses his coun- 
try’s friendly international with 
Sweden. , 

The 23-year-old Bromer has 
set his heart on a permanent 
move to United. He said: I 
don’t know whether I am good 
enough to be a part of Man- 
chester United but my target is 
to become a United player. I 
don’t think I am going to have 
any problems either physically 
or technically. It’s all new to me 
but generally I don’t see any 
problems." „ 

More football, page 27 


Proud day 
for Pipe the 
champion 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

The run began at Stratford-on- 
Avon and ended gloriously at 
National Hunt racing's greatest 
theatre yesterday. Make A 
Stand led all the way in the 
Champion Hurdle to reward the 
partnership of Tony McCoy, 
the champion jockey, and Mar- 
tin Pipe, the champion trainer. 
Cheltenham had been the stage 
for a winners' tale. 

Make A Stand's season bad 
begun innocuously enough in 
Warwickshire in October, but a 
clue to his future success came 
in the mannered victoiy. He ran 
so purposefully from the from 
that it was easy to imagine the 
abattoir wagon was behind him. 

Further handicap wins were 
;athered in similar manner, 
t when the gelding arrived for 
combat yesterday there were 
plenty willing to venture that 
neither Cheltenham nor the 
Champion Hurdle was suitable 
for front- runners. 

An additional caveat was 
that Make A Stand was still a 
novice who had never before at- 
tempted an assignment as stiff 
as this. They said similar things 
about Sheipa Tenzing when he 
set out with his packed lunch 
one day. 

The diminutive chestnut with 
a white-splashed face looked 
like the regimental mascot in 
the parade ring among his 
more brutish opponents. Else- 
where, Collier Bay, the cham- 
pion. was nodding along like a 
chicken at the trot, while Large 


IS 1 


Action circled with a catwalk 
sway, his head lowered as if 
searching for change. The two 
seasoned and fancied horses 
were soon picking up the 
pieces. 

Large Action was the first to 
go, pulled up after two flights 
when Jamie Osborne detected 
there was a defect in the chas- 
sis beneath him. Collier Bay re- 
sented going firmer than he 
prefers and was brought to a 
halt by Graham Bradley after 
three out. 

By that time Make A Stand 
had been skipping away in 
front for some time, with ail the 
concern of a member of Bo 
Peep's flock. At the top of the 
hill, McCoy gave his con- 
veyance time to fill the lungs 
and then started his dash for 
home in earnest 

It was hard to believe this was 
the same horse who had been 
gelded as a three-year-old be- 
cause he had become so mul- 
ish. Connections - and the 
gelding had lost his most 
precious ones - were surprised 
that their charge look some time 
to recover, but others may be of 
the opinion that lopping off of 
the testicles is a manoeuvre that 
might smart a little bit 

Fifty yards from home Mc- 
Coy leant back to administer a 
stroke of the whip but swiftly re- 
alised it would not be needed. 
The sticks were up behind him 
as if the Bengal Lancers were 
in pursuit. 

The Irishman turned bis 
movement into a flourish of ju- 
bilation and surged forward 
for a five-length success, break- 



Tony McCoy (striped cap) steers Make A Stand to the last and victory in the Champion Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival yesterday 


the course record for two 
and 110 yards over hur- 
dles - which Shadow Leader 
had set just 75 minutes earlier 
- by 1.1 seconds. 

Behind were the Irish pairing 
of Theatreworld and Space 
Thicker, and the rider of the 


runner-up later reported on 
the task the pack bad been fac- 
ing. Norman Williamson said: 
“He [Make A Stand] is a true 
champion. He just annihilates 
you with his speed. 

“You always hope hell stop. 
Even today, after the last, I 


thought he might, and you can 
get within six lengths of him, but 
the effort ends your chance. 
Whether you take him on ear- 
ly or late it's the same problem, 
he cooks you.” 

McCoy’s debriefing suggest- 
ed be had been almost inci- 


dental to the partnership. He 
said: “It’s the greatest- feeling 
when a horse makes all the run- 
ning like that. He- measures 
every hurdle up himself. You 
just have to give him a little bit 
of rein and go down and. 
squeeze him. At the last flight 


down (he back he came up so ■ 
far out he almost left me be- 
hind." 

The little horse was led in by 
■ the little man, and Martin Kpe 
seemed to forget for a moment 
thathe isrnpossessionofalirnp. 
The trainer, who also won with 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Or Royal, described it as “a 
great day" and only the iron 
hearts could begrudge him it as 
he bad lost two horses on the 
corresponding card 12 months 
previously. 

Today’s Cheltenham card, 
page 26 
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ACROSS 

7 Accomplished trainer, say, 
that might hold Oxford? (8) 

9 Liitle fellow with paper-round 
is chilled (6) 

10 State of true majesty (5) 

11 Cbntempiuous of being broke 
(but not vety) (8.) 

12 Bigot stormed in -wrecked 
humble flat ( 10,4) 

15 Reduce tax of foreign trade 
exports, to begin with (6) 

16 Viscount, with Erst house, 
making changes (6) 

IS Get into the Git-parade and 
suffer much criticism? (3,3,8) 

20 Ready money, just for goar’s 
wool '? (8) 

22 Shy attempt (5) 

24 Loud orchestra-founder, re- 
tired. is an Egyptian peasant 
( 6 > . 

25 Unyielding drive with club (4- 

4) 


DOWN 

1 Stuff completed by Foster, 

2 Anaine's opening number (4) 

3 For example, reversing small 
car like a rocket (6) 

4 felines about small feet of old 
newts (4) 

5 Chicken in the basket? Not 
he! (10) 

6 Goldfmger, perhaps, upset- 
ting Moneypenny (6) 

8 Border decoration giving pain 
after slight cough (3-6) 

13 Keep tight grip flO) 

14 Have they mushed with wild 
rag dates, around iniversity 




food's Retreat from novelist 
not using the first person? (8) 

18 Interpreter, last to be advisito 
of Jane Eyre's marriage (6) 

19 Reportedly, the fatal! !he 
land (6) 


use from the chorus (4) 
of a wader (4) 


Celebrations cut short 
at Finnegan's wake 
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ft’s a quarter to eleven on a 
dazzling spring day and Ken 
Mercer is pitching his stall in 
front of Tattersalls. Ken is 
from Manchester, and con- 
centrates his bookmaking on 
the northern courses, but he 
has not missed a Cheltenham 
Festival since 1952 and is not 
about to start now. 

“For me it’s the biggest thing 
in racing," he says. “Bigger than 
AscoL At Ascot you get the 
toffs. The scene here is for 
everybody." 

Not that Ken looks very 
happy. Like those around him, 
he wears an expression of stud- 
ied consternation, and if this is 
the best day of the raring year 
nobody is letting on. What is he 
worried about? 

“Favourite,” he replies 
with venom. 

Two and a half hours 
later Ken is working his 
territory. At 72, he cuts 
a wiry figure, not given to 
the excited gestures that 
characterise the younger 
of his breed. The im- 
pression of a venerable 
bird on his perch is con- 
firmed when he calls out 
“Eee-de-wan-de-veiiL" a 
cry that would mystify 
David Attenborough (on 
the fifth rendition it be- 
comes just decipherable 
as “3-1 the field"). 

Behind him, Ken's 
four-man team are busy 
as the money pours in on 
the first race. Out front 
Ken is taking a lot of 
punts on Shadow 
Leader, but over the 
phone, where the bets 
come from the rails and 


Matt Tench 

watches a veteran 
bookie ply his 
trade at the track 

“There's fortunes coming in 
on him," says Peter on the 
ledger, as he marks down in- 
dividual bets of £850 and 
£1,200. 

With a course of hungry 
punters to satisfy, the first race 
is traditionally one of the 
biggest in terms of turnover and 
by the start there is unmistak- 
able concern among Ken’s 
team at the prospect of what 
would be a Finnegan’s wake. 

As we watch the race on the 


big screen Ken provides an in- 
termittent commentary.. “It’s 
cruising, the favourite, B he 
mutters grimly. “Its cantering.* 

“Oh shit,” sighs Peter. 1 . 

Then, three fences from 
home: “Gone. It's on the floor. 
The favourite’s on the floor," 
Ken cries delightedly. 



the ring, the big money 
is mounting on the Ken Mercer: 'For me ift the biggest 
favourite. Finnegan's thing In racing. The scene here is for 
Hollow. everybody.’ Photograph: David Ashdown 


The demise ofTinnegan's Hol- 
low allows Shadow Leader, to 
win, the only other horse on 
which Ken would have lost 
money. The first race, and sev- 
eral thousand down. Welcome 
to Cheltenham. 

Ken gets off his perch and 
lights a cigarette. A queue of 
punters eight deep gathers to 
collect then- winnings There is 
no respite either, r with 
the next race featuring 
Mulligan, the biggest 
favourite of the day. 

This time the gam- 
blers in person and 
those on the phone 
agree. Mulligan is a 
certainty. As the hors- 
es set off the atmos- 
phere is palpabfy tense. 
If Mulligan wins they 
are in trouble. When 
Mulligan fells Ken is 
silent, bnt there is a 
glint in his eye as he 
looks quickly around 
and clenches his fist 

involuntarily. 

When Or Royal wins 
Ken allows a minute 
smile to pass across his 
face before it resumes 
its normal demeanour 
of resigned persecu- 
tion. The banker has 
gone the way of Barings : 
and suddenly the af- 
ternoon feels a little 
better. Perhaps it won’t 
be such a bad. Chel- 
tenham after all. 


v Instruments 

FOR PROFESSIONALS 



BREITLING 

1884 



CHRONOMAT 

Cktw cooperation with’ pilots and aviation experts enables grading 
lo continue improving kj chronograph designs all die wm. 
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